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King receives Tatarian prime minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received Ihtarian Prime It^ster Farid 
Kbairallah Mohammad who conveyed to him a mes- 
sage irom the Ihtaiian president deaJing with further 
strengthening Jordaniao-Tartarian relations in all 
fields. King Hussein conferred upon the visiting 
prime minister the A1 Nahda Medal of the First Order. 
Attending the audience was Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Royal Coun Qiief Awn Khasawneh, 
King's Adviser Salah Abu Zeid as well as Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Abbacll. 
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Hizboilah says two fighters 
killed in south Lebanon 

BEIRUT (R) — The pro-Iranian Hizboilah said on 
Sunday two of its guerrillas had been killed in fight- 
ing with Israeli troops in south Lebanon, ''^^l'lth great 
honour and pride the Islamic Resistance [Hizboilah 's 
military arm] announces the loss of two of its fighters 
in fighting with Zionist troops in south Lebanon.” a 
Hizboilah spokesman said. The guerrillas were killed 
on Saturday, he said, but did not elaborate. Israeli war* 
planes raid^ Hizboilah strongholds on Saturday in 
the hills of Iqlim A1 Toufah. just north of Israel’s self- 
declared security zone. The air attack, the 86th on 
Lebanon this year, was carried out during a series of 
Islamist attacks on Israeli posidons in the zone. 
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King receives athletes 

AMMAN (Petra) — HGs 
Majes^ King Hussein on 
Su^y received the Jordan- 
ian Equestrian Team led 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia, presideDt of the Jordan- 
ian Equestrian Federation. 
King Hussein oongratulated 
the tftam fix' didr achieve- 
ments in the conq>etitioQS of 
endurance that took place in 
Dc^ tecendy. The King 
called for supporting Jordan- 
ian athletes. The Jordanian 
Equestrian Ibam consisted 
of Josdine Abul Raghd} vriio 
came in the 11th poaticxi, 
Mohammad Saleh who 
secured die 12tfa position as 
well as Abdul Fattah Hassan 
and Husam Babou. 

OIC FMs to hold 

emergency meethtg 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Fonsign 

minister s nf fhe. nr ganicgfifwi 

of the Idamic ConfetCDce 
(OIO are to bold an “emer- 
gency” meetmg here on 
Tuesday to discuss interna- 
tional devdopments, Iran’s 
ofiScial news agency IRNA 
repeated Sunday. *The meet- 
ing will ccxne lowing rec- 
ommeodarions fiom cotain 
countries on the need to 
study intemadonal develop- 
ments and the ways in which 
the Iriamic World can face 
them.” it said. The decision 
was after talks Sunday 
morning between OIC fix- 
eign minis tefs here on die sic- 
uadcMi on Bosnia and the 
coafHctmKashmzL 

R ahramri rniir nnt 

aOendiDgOIC anmiiit 

MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bafarain's emir is to. stay 
away ftran the Islamic sum- 
mit in the Iranian capital 
where Foreign Minister 
M ohammad Ben Mubmak 
A1 Khalifti will represent the 
Gulf Arab state, the official 
news agency GNA said Sun- 
day. It said Sheikh Mkrfiam- 
mad would represent the 
emir. Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifa, at the 
three-day summit opening 
on Tuesday. Out of the six 
Gulf Arab monarchies, only 
Kuwait and Qatar have so 
announced diey will be 
resented by didr emirs. 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
Sabah *»nd ShaTch Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Thani respec- 
tively. 

Egyptian, Sudanese FMs 
h<dd talks in Tehran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Egypt- 
ian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa held talks here Sunday 
with his Sudanese counter- 
part All Osman Mohammad 
Taha on the sidelines of an 
Islamic conference, Iran's 
official news agency IRNA 
reported. The agency, quot- 
ing a member of the 
Sudanese delegadon, said the 
two ministers discused ways 
of removing “obstacles” to 
nonnaHriag relations but it 
did not el^xirate. Relarions 
between the two d e terio r ated 
in June 1995 after Cairo 
accused Khartoum of order- 
ing an assafcmari nn attemp t 
against Ml Mubarak- 

Israeli unions 
offidafiy announce 
end of strike 

TEL AVIV i^AFP) — Israeli 
union officials on Sund^ 
fonnally announced the end 
of a five-day-old strike 
joined 700,000 public 
sector workers whicb had 
crij^led mudi of the county. 
Aw Petetz, head of the His- 
tadrut Hade union federation 
said die strikeis would go 
back to work at I0K)0 pjn. 
local time. The work stq> 
page affected one Israeli 
w^£T in three and was (me 
of the biggest in the coun- 
try’s faistexy. It closed air- 
ports, seaports, banks, the 
stock market and govon- 
meat offices, state in^tries 
includiog defence finns and 
oil refineries. 


I\irkish anti-Kurdish rebel 


offensive advances in Iraq 


Iraq says U.S. is behind 
latest Turkish incursion 


DOHA (AFP) — Iraq’s 
vice president has blam^ 
the United States for the 
latest Turidsh incursion 
into northern Iraq, saying 
Ankara was stirring trou- 
ble at the behest of Wash- 
ington. 

TbriGey was “carrying 
out a ftxeign plot,” said 
Taha Yassin Ramadan in 
an interview aired late Sat- 
urday on the (^taii satel- 
lite TV channel A1 Jazira. 

‘"Every time that things 
are going in a positive 
(hrection for Iraq regard- 
ing the lifting of the 
embargo, America pushes 
it Turkey] to provoke a 
problem,” Mr. Ramadan 
charged. 

He was referring to Iraqi 
efforts to secure a lifting of 
the U.N. sanctions in force 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

Turkish troops advanced 
Sunday along the frontier 
of the mountainous 
Khaqurk region in north- 


ern braq to hunt down 
Turkish Kurd separatists, 
the An^oiia news agency 
inTuri^said. 

The ground and air 
offensive, the third large- 
scale military operation 
since May. was launched 
on Thursday in a bid to 
wipe out bases of the Kur- 
dish Labour Party PKK. 

l\rikisb Interior Minister 
Mural Basesgioglu said 
ireariy ^,000 troops were 
im^ved in the operation, 
backed 1^ an Ir^i Kurd 
^otq>, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party. 

Ir^ on Saturday 
demanded an immediate 
withdrawal of Turkish 
troc^s. 

Ankara complains that 
the PKK uses northern 
Ir^, which has been out- 
side Baghdad’s control 
sin<te 1991. as a rear base 
fex cross-border attacks 
against Turitisb targets. 


.ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
ish troops advanced Sunday 
along the frontier of the 
mountainous Khaqurk 
regjon in northern Iraq, in 
their offensive against sepa- 
ratist Turkish Kurd rebel 
bases there, the Anatolia 
news agency said. 

The ground and air offen- 
sive, fbe third such large- 
scale military operation 
sLoce May, was launched 
late Tbur^y in a bid to 
wipe out ba^ of the Kur- 
di^ Labour Patty (PKK). 
concentrated in tibe Khaquik 
region. 

The PKK had ^^lareatly 
le-infiltrated the region in 
recent weeks and was in die 
process of setting up camps 
for the winter in preparation 
for attacks on Turl^h tar- 
gets, tile news agency 
reported. 

Annoured battalions of 
T hridsh tFO(^s pushed along 
the Khaquik frontier, 
wedged between Turitey and 
Iraq, after infiltrating Iraqi 
territory Friday from souffi- 
eastem Turkey. 

The incursion drew Iraqi 
and Iranian coodemnation, 
despite Ankara's assurances 
that it respects Iraq's territo- 
rial integrity and that the 
troops wUl return after com- 
pleting the anti-PKK opera- 
tions. 

■nirkish IntericM' Minister 


Murat Basesgioglu said Fri- 
day that nearly 20,000 
troops were involved in the 
operation and were being 
backed by 8,000 members 
of die Iraqi Kurd group, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). 

Anatolia reported that 
KDP troops were advancing 
with Turkish forces, and had 
discovered three caves in the 
Pirbela region full of food 
siq^lies, medication, arms 
and ammuni rinn, ahanH nn^t 
by PKK fighters. 

Ankara has been com- 
plaining the PKK uses 
nortfaem Iraq as a rear base 
to stage attacks a gaifKi 
Turkish targets. 

The region of Khaquik is 
one of ffie zones currently 
controlled by the Iraqi Kurd 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), the ppty which 
Ankara claims is sheltering 
and collaborating wiffi PKK 
activists. 

More chan 30.000 Turkish 
troops poured into nortbera 
Iraq in May for a joint oper- 
ation with the KDP gainst 
the separatist Turkish Kurds. 
They withdrew in June. 

But anodic incursion fol- 
lowed in September and 
most of the troops entering 
then have remained in north- 
ern Iraq until the latest cam- 
paign announced Friday. 

Iiuide Turkish territory. 


more than 27,000 people 
have been killed in PI^- 
relaied violence in south- 
eastern areas neighbouring 


northern Iraq since 19S4 
when the group launched its 
armed campaign for a Kur- 
dish homeland. 


Iran’s supreme leader to make surprise OIC 
summit opening speech instead of Khatami 



A young Iranian worker at a car repair garage performs 
gymnastic tricks during his lunch break in front of a huge 
anCz-American waU-painring in Tehran Sunday, The 
painting features an American flag with skulls instead of 
stars, falling bombs and the slogan "Down with the USA.' 
The 8th Islamic Summit Conference (OIQ is due to start 
on Tuesday in Tehran (Reuters photo) 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
All Khamenei has pulled off 
a surprise by replacing Pres- 
ident Mohammad Khatami 
to deliver the opening 
speech at the OIC summit 
here this week. 

“The opening declaration 
by the Guide will determine 
the orientation of activities 
in the eighth summit” of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. Deputy For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zaiif said Sunday. 

Ayatollah Khamenei's 
decision to speak comes as 
a surprise two days before 
the start of the Dec. 9-11 
gathering of leaders and 
other top officials from the 
S5-member OIC. 

President Khatami bad 
been scheduled to inaugu- 
rate the meeting, which will 
be attended by dignitaries 
from international organisa- 
tions and is tbe most impor- 
tant such event to be staged 
here since the establishment 
of the Islamic Republic. 

All of the official docu- 
ments distributed on the 
summit mentioned Presi- 
dent Khatami , as head of 
state, as the one who would 
be niaking the inauguration 
speech. 

It would have been the 
first international st^ for 
President Khatami since be 
took office following 1^ 
landslide victory with 
promises of seeking rap- 
prochement with the out- 
side world. 

“Given the importance of 
tbe summit and the level of 
representation of member 
countries, tbe Guide has 
been asked to open the sum- 
mit," Mr. Zarif said. 

Analysts said Ayatollah 
Khamenei's appearance 
could be intended as a ges- 
ture of uniiy among Iraman 
leaders during a meeting 
whose main themes are 
“solidarity" in the Muslim 
worid. 

Only two weeks ago polit- 
ical unrest shook Iran when 
two senior clerics and 
Islamist liberals rmsed 
questions .ibout the legiti- 


macy of .Ayatollah 
Khamenei, who as leader 
and spiritual guide repre- 
sents the very foundation of 
tbe theocracy. 

Tbe main challenge came 
fivm Ayatollah Hossein .All 
Montazeri, who was once 
the designated successor to 
the late Ayatollah RuboUah 
Khomeini but was sacked in 
1989 for criticising the 
regime. 

Ayatollah Montazeri, 
whose ouster paved the way 
for the Ayatollah 
Khamenei's designation as 
supreme leader, prox'oked a 
wa\e of protests after he 


complained in a public 
speech in the holy city of 
Qom. in central Iran, that 
the leader vv'as too powerful 
for the interests of die coun- 

Islamist conservanves 
supporting Ayatollah 
Khamenei launched a cam- 
paign to discreffit their mod- 
erate rivals close to Presi- 
dent Khatami, but they 
called a truce ahead of tire 
summit when Ayatollah 
Khamenei ordered an end to 
all demonstrations. 

Tbe leader's ^peaMce 
during the summit is likely 
to hiuhliuhl hi-* paraiuomii 


status within tbe political 
establishment and present 
Iran in a strong position to 
preside over the organisa- 
tion f<x three years. 

OIC foreign ministers 
started meetmg on Saturday 
to prepare tbe ground for 
next week's summit, and 
they are due to continue 
their discussions on Sunday. 

Tire ministers on Sunday 
Copied 142 resolutions to 
be presented to tbe summit 
on a host of politicaL cultur- 
al and roci^ issues facing 
the I^amic world. 

Among tbe subjects 
tabled f<x discussion are the 
Mit^e East peace process, 
ffie fighting in Afghanistan, 
violet in Kashii^ and the 
problem of terrorism. 

The issues of women's 
rights, an Islamic charter of 
human rights, an Islamic 
cemmoo market and coop- 
er^on among Muslim 
states are also on tbe agen- 
da. 

The event is tbe eighth 
OIC summit since tbe t^y 
was set up in 1971. and it is 
tbe first lime that Shiite 
Muslim Iran has staged the 
meeting. 

The host nation has made 
huge efforts to ensure a high 
Qini-oui of prominent Mus- 
lim nations, xmdertaking a 
large diplomatic initiative in 
tire Mit^e East in the run- 
up to the summit to per- 
suade a group of former 
foes to attend. 

Saudi Arabia. Jordan, 
Egypt and Iraq, whicb 
fou^t a cc»tly war with tbe 
Islamic R^blic between 
1980 and 1988, have all 
p^cbed up long-standing 
differences and sent senior 
delegations to tbe meetmg. 

The Iranian government is 
already bailing the event as 
a triumph over attempts by 
tbe United States to isolate 
tbe country because of its 
alleged support of teiror- 
ism. 

“The summit will thwart 
efforts by the United States 
to isolate Iran," said Gener- 
al Rahim Safavi, the com- 
mander of the elite Revolu- 
liumirv Gutuds. 


Arafat encouraged by U.S. 
position while Netanyahu 
works on withdrawal plan 


Combined agency 
dispatch^ 

PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat said 
Sunday that his meeting with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright shows 
Washington backs his 
demand for “a substantial” 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank 

Osama A1 Baz. a top advis- 
er to President Hosni 
Mubarak, quoted Mr. Arafat 
as making the remark in 
reporting to President 
Mubarak on his talks Satur- 
day wiih Ms. Albright. She 
said after the meeting that 
she expected a “credible fur- 
ther redeployment* by Israeli 
troops. 

“Arafat sees that the Amer- 
ican position as represented 
by President Ginton and 
Secretary Albright is encour- 
aging and that the American 
side is convinced by the 
Palestinian position that 
withdrawal should be tangi- 
ble. substantial and credible." 
Mr. Baz told reporters. 

On Friday. Ms. Albright 
urged Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to turn 
over 3 sizeable chunk of the 
West Bank to tbe Palestini- 
ans. but her drive to get 
Mideast peacemaking mov- 
ing was rebuffed by Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

She also said that “bold 
decisions'* were required on 
both sides. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with 
top ministers Sunday for fur- 
ther talks on a new troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank after rebuffing U.S. 
demands for speedy action 
on tbe pullback. 

Shortly after returning 
from Paris, where he met Fri- 
day and Saturday with U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albrighu Mr. Netanyahu 
huddled for tbe third time in 
a week with his ministers of 
defence, foreign affairs and 
national infrastructure to dis- 
cuss the scope and timing of 
tbe pullout, officials said. 

Id his meetings with Ms. 
Albright. Mr. Netanyahu 
reftjs^ demands that he pre- 
sent details on what addition- 
al territory Israel was willing 
to transfer to Palestinian con- 
trol as required by U.S.- 
backed interim peace 


accords. 

The Israeli leader insisted 
he needed further time to 
draw up a plan which could 
gamer the support of nation- 
^st elements which domi- 
nate his fragile coalition gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Netanyahu told Israeli 
reporters it could take several 
weeks to finalis e a withdraw- 
al map because key ministers 
want^ the plan linked to a 
firm Israeli outline of its ter- 
ritorial demands in future 
negotiations on a final peace 
secernent with the Palestini- 
ans. 

Israel Radio said the with- 
drawal proposal could be 
ready for piesentation when 
Mr. Netanyahu is scheduled 
to meet with Ms. Albright 
again in Europe on Dec. 17. 

Clearly showing impa- 
tience with tbe pace of 
Israel's delibnations. Ms. 
Albright said Saturday that 
the U.S. “can wait two 
weeks, but we cannot wait a 
month" for details of the pro- 
posal. the Haaretz newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

Washington has said the 
pullback must be “significant 
and credible" but has 
refrained from mentioning 
any figures. 

Ho^vever. Haaretz said 


U.S. officials wanted Israel 
to cede at least 10 per cent of 
the West Bank to the Pales- 
tinians at this stage and 
wants the land to come from 
areas now under exclusive 
Israeli control. 

If Israel is not forthcoming 
with an acceptable offer, 
Washington will make public 
its ideas for tbe withdrawal, 
tbe newspaper said. 

Ms. Albright did however 
say that talks over the week- 
end with both Mr. Netanyahu 
and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat had made 
“headway” in tiie effort to 
revitalise peace negotiations 
which have been stalled for 
more than eight months. 

A senior U.S. official told 
Haaretz that U.S. demands 
for a “significant” withdraw- 
al appeared to be paying off 
after Mr. Netanyahu's right- 
wing cabinet agreed last 
week after months of pto- 
crastination to the principle 
of a new West pull- 
back. 

At a joint new's conference 
with I^sident Arafat Ms. 
Albright expressed hopes 
that an agreeniem on the 
Israeli puOback and other 
steps r^uired in interim 
peace agreements would 
“come to a closure soon." 


Olmert says settlement 
construction must begin 

CXXTUPIED JERUSALEM ( AP) — Jerusalem's hardline mayor 
warned Sunday that be would meet any effort to deby construc- 
tion of the Jabal Abu GbDeim settlement (Har Homa) in Arab east 
Jerusalem with “a strong reaction." 

Mayor Ehud Olmert said be expected construction permits to be 
issued soon at the site, where 6,^ setilemeni units are planned. 

Jabal Abu Ghneim's groundbreakiog in March sparked the cri- 
sis in peace talks with tbe Palestinians, who demand the Arab east- 
ern sector of Jerusalem as their future capital Tbe Jerusalem issue 
is the most intractable on the agenda of future final status talks. 

At a news cooicteoce. Mr. Olmert. who ib a rival of Mr. 
Netar^abu's in the governing Likud Party, said he is "checking 
this right now." 

“There is no explicit agreement and there is no tacit agreement 
between me and the prime minister on freezing the building in Hjit 
H oma. not for one day and not for one hour.” 

‘T understand from the housing ministiy [that] the permiLs will 
be issued in days,” be said. “If there will be some suspensions for 
political reasons, then of course 1 believe there will be a strong 
reaction, first and foremost by me." 

Housing ministry spokesman Mosbe Filar said chat "there is no 
slopping of the buildbg. We are planning to announce the tender 
for contractors in tbe fim quarter of 1 998.” 

No reaction was available frtxn the prime minister's office. 
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Poll shows deputies’ opposition to 
certain amendments in press law 


AI^AN (J.T.) — A 
majority of the newly-elect- 
ed deputies are opj^sed to 
certain amendxnems intro- 
duced in May to the 1993 
Press and Publications Law, 
according to an opinion 
poll conducted just before 
the 13th Parliament con- 
vened on Nov. 29. 

The poll, in which all SO 
members were contacted 
but only 47 responded, 
revealed firm opposition by 
the deputies to open-ended 
goveminent ownership of 
newspapers and the role it 
gave itself in one tunend- 
mem to keep a newspaper 
closed after a suspension 
ordered by a court of law. 

The deputies, to a lesser 
degree though, also 
opposed raising the capital 
required to establish a 
newspaper whether a daily 
or weeUy. as stipulated by 
the amendments. 

The deputies showed less 
opposition to other articles 
of the temporary law, 
which included such arti- 
cles as raising fmes for vio- 
lations of the press code 
and raising the work expe- 
rience required for chief 
editors. 


The poll, conducted by 
the new monthly newspa- 
per A1 Mashreq A1 ITami, 
showed basically three 
trends among the deputies 
vis-a-vis the amendments 
which were met by a wave 
of opi^sition by media and 
oprosition polilicaj figures. 

These trends, as revealed 
by the poll, are: 

— Firm opposition to 
amendments to articles on 
the government's owner- 
ship of newspapers and its 
role in .suspending the pub- 
lication of newspapers vio- 
lating certain articles of the 
law. Two thirds of the 
deputies surveyed 

e.xpressed this opposition. 

— "Medium" opposition 
to raising the capital of 
newspapers and the inclu- 
sion of the owners of news- 
papers in litigation proce- 
dures stipulated by the 
amendments. Half the 
deputies fall under this cat- 
egory. 

— Weak or no opposition 
to the rest of the articles, 
which include stipulations 
on the work experience of 
the chief editors, financial 
reports that should be sub- 
mitted by newspapers each 


year, receiving financial 
suppon from abroad, and 
increasing fines on viola- 
tors of the law's articles, 
with only 25 per cent to 39 
per cent of the deputies 
voicing their rejection of 
these anicles. 

The poll showed that a 
minority' of deputies has 
taken a stand either in total 
support or total opposition 
of the amendments, with 
the majority preferring to 
discuss each of the amend- 
ments separately and in 
detail. 

Analysts who commented 
on the poll results for Ai 
Mashreq Al riomi .said that 
although the issue of the 
freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press do not 
appear to be on the 
deputies' priority list, the 
interest of the Lower House 
in taking them up in debate 
is still evident, since 47 out 
of the 80-strong Lower 
House members responded 
in full ro the poll. 

The sovemmeni has just 
referred the temporary law 
as a draft to be debated in 
Parliament. 

Al Mashreq Al I'lami, 
which is devoted to cover- 


ing press and media is.<:ues 
in Jordan and the Arab 
World and published by the 
newly-established Arab 
Media Institute, said in 
commenting on the out- 
come of the poll that the 
deputies* tendency to give 
debate of the draft taw pri- 
ority status, although by a 
small margin C44.7 per cent 
to 40.4 per cent) and their 
belief ttot the temporary 
law was destined to curb 
freedom of cxpre.ssion 
(59.6-27.7) show F^lia- 
ment's disposition and 
readiness to deal with the 
law seriously and open- 
mindedly. 

The paper urged civic 
society organisations and 
champions of the freedom 
of expression to cooperate 
in a bid to unify their stands 
on the law and influence 
the deputies* position 
‘'through a remarkable dia- 
logue aiming to reach con- 
clusions that would serve 
our society as a whole.** 

Technic^ as.sistance for 
conducting the poll was 
provided by the University 
of Jordan's Centre for 
Strategic Studies, the news- 
paper stud. 



IRAQJ CHILDREN: Iraqi women end children wait to sec a physician at the Saddam Hoy ital for childrra 
in the Kerbala province Sunday. Iraqi newspapers said Saturday not a drop of Iraq s oil '^ould be sold on w r d 
markets until the United Nations addressed its protests over slow food and medicine delivenes. Kerbala is lUU 
kilometres southwest of Baghdad (Reuters photo) 


Group representing Greek Orthodox Jordanians, 
Palestinians in the U.S. criticises Patriarch Diodoros 


Hamas founder, in implicit slap 
at Arafat, denounces corruption 


Syria hopes 
Israel will 
turn toward 
peace after 
spy scandal 

DAMASCUS fAP) — 
Syria expressed hope Sun- 
day that Israel would be 
more open to peare with 
Syria foUowrutg the revela- 
tion that an Ln%]l agent 
filed false intelligence 
reports making Syria seem 
more warlike. 

The English-language 
Syria Times, a stare-run 
d^y that reflects govern- 
ment views, said that peace 
was a strategic option for 
Syria and suggested Israel 
also should adopt that view. 

‘The question now is 
whether the Israeli go\'em- 
ment will continue its 
intransigent policies or will 
reassess its wTangly based 
position on peace-makingT* 
The paper asked in an edito- 
rial. 

The Israeli daily Yediot 
Ahronot said last week tiut 
for y'ears a Mossad agent 
knowingly misled the politi- 
cal leadership by fabricating 
intelligence reports that 
could have brought the two 
countries to the brink of war. 

The reports sugge.sied 
Syria planned (o launch a 
lightning strike aimed at lib- 
erating pan of the Golan 
Heights from Lsrael. 


GAZA CITY (AP) — In a 
thinly veiled rebuke (o the 
scandal-plagued Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin spoke out 
strongly Saturday against 
corruption. 

Meanwhile, in the West 
Bank city of Hebron, about 
500 red-masked Palestinian 
demonstrators marched, 
burning an effigy of an 
Israeli soldier in a gas mask. 

Sheikh Yassin spoke in 
Gaza City, where about 
l.OOO followers anended 
what was billed as the first 
conference for the Islamic 
National Salvation Pony, 
one of .several alflliated with 
Hamas, an Islamist group 
whose military wing has 
staged more tiion a dozen 


TEHRAN lAFPi — 
Islamic foreign ministers 
on Sunday adopted 142 
resolutions to present to 
this week's OIC summit, 
after heated debate over 
Turkey's military links 
with Israel and its incur- 
sion into northern Iraq. 

The diplomats repre- 
senting the 55 members 
of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
agreed to water down two 
resolutions presented by 
Syria at talks here ahead 


armed attacks mside Israel. 

The Sheikh, who returned 
to Gaza after being freed 
from an Israeli prison in 
September, has until now 
avoided explicit criticism of 
President Arafat. 

However, he has called on 
(he Palestinian leader to free 
Hamas prisoners and re- 
open closed-down Hamas 
schools and clinics, an 
appeal he repeated Satur- 
day. 

*‘I say again to my brother 
[Arafat], this is the time to 
close the file of the political 
prisoners in the jails and to 
open the Islamic institu- 
tions." he said. 

Much of Sheikh Yassin’s 
populorit)' is based on a rep- 
utation for financial integri- 
ty, in contrast to the PNA, 


of the Dec. 9-1 1 summit. 

The adopted resolutions 
condemn Musl'un states 
with military ties with 
Israel and demand respect 
for Iraq's territorial 
integrity, but Turkey is 
not mentioned by name in 
either text. 

"All resolutions were 
adopted, after it wa.s not 
possible al first to reach 
consen.sus on several 
issues." Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Javad Zurif told 


who.se officials have been 
dogged by allegations of fis- 
cal misconduct. 

‘‘We have to stand in the 
face of the corruption — we 
should not allow corruption 
to take place in our nation.** 
Sheikh Yassin said. “We 
have (0 punish strongly all 
those involved in corrup- 
tion.** 

The Hebron march, .sta^ 
at the Islamic University, 
was organised by the 
ple's Front Jar the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, a Marxist 
PLO faction. 

The demonstrators burned 
Israeli and American flags 
and waved Palestinian and 
Iraqi ones. “No peace with 
occupation. No peace with 
setUements,** the protesters 
yelled. 


reporters. 

“The resolution on 
Israel was adapted, and h 
makes no reference to any 
particular country... the 
position of the OIC K 
opposition to expansion- 
ist policies of the Zionist 
regime, but not to mem- 
bers of the OIC," said Mr. 
Zarif. 

"The need to refrain 
from any interference in 
Iraq was adopted without 
any re.sen'airon." he 
added. 


By Taroq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A delegation 
representing a U.S.-based 
society grouping Jordanian 
and Pal^tinian Orthodox 
Cbristians Sunday lushed 
«MJt ^ the Greek patriarch of 
Jerusalem and chaiged him 
with selling Arab lands in 
Rilestinc to Israel. 

“It is a very ^asnsitivc 
issue. Most of the deals 
were concluded secretly 
between the Greek palriarcb 
and Israel.** George Mdanat. 
head of the Los Angeles- 
based Task Force to Save 
(he Orthodox Christians in 
the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem, (old a press con- 
fenmee in Amman. 

Dr. Mdunnt was referring 
to the Creek Orthodox 
Patriarch Diodoros. who 
was allegedly involved in 
.selling It^s that belong to 
Arab Greek Orthodox com- 
munis in Jerusalem. 

“We have contacted the 
ecumenical palriurch in 


Arab foreign ministers 
huddled together after the 
Turkish delegation 

objected to the Syrian 
text, before agreeing the 
ncu wording. 

The OIC "cxin'c.s.se.s ii.s 
deep concern about the 
fact that some member 
Mato... are establishing 
military eoo(N;nition with 
Israel." reads the final 
draft. 

However. Syrian For- 
eign Minister Furouk 
Sharaa .said the resolu- 


Lstonbul. His Majesty King 
Hussein. Crown Prince 
Hasson and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
interv'enc to put an end to 
these actions." said Dr. 
Mdanat. who is heading a 
nine-member delegation on 
visits to Jordan, the Pales- 
tinian .self-rule are;is and 
Israel. 

“A political solution to 
this problem should he 
found. The political authori- 
ties in Jordan and Palestine 
should be involved in com- 
ing up with n solution to 
this.** he added. 

Head of the Orthodox 
Society in Jordan. Ruouf 
Abu Jaber. who attended the 
press conference, charged 
that most of die lands .sold 
by the puiriaivh go for sci- 
tlemem plans by "the Israeli 
government. 

The visiting delegation 
charged the Greek Patriarch 
in Jerusalem with "under- 
mining Arab Orthodox 
inierest.s in Jerusalem and 
denying Arab prie.sis the 


lions dearly targeted 
Turkey. 

"They lihe Turks) were 
isolated. Nobody has sup- 
ported the Turkish dele- 
gation." he told reporters. 

Syria has been iiivnived 
in a heated war of words 
in recent day.s with 
Turkey. which has 
accused Damascus of giv- 
ing support to the rebel 
Kurdisiun Workers Partv 
tPKK). 

Thousands of Turki.sh 
iroop.s poured acros.s the 


opportunity to move up in 
the church hierarchy." 

I.ssa BulJaioh. a delegation 
member, said that Patriarch 
Diodoro.s "has failed to 
ensure the social, health and 
educational serx ices" to the 
Greek Orthodox communi- 
ty in the Holy Land and Jor- 
dan. 

The deIeg;uion also criti- 
cised the newly-signed 
agreement between Israel 
and the Vatican that ensured 
the Roman Catholic 
Church’s "legal .status" over 
their properties In 
Jetusalem. 

'The Pontiff has acted us 
if he was a political leader 
instead of being u .spiritual 
one... there is a chance to 
believe that a deal was 
behind the cunain that 
included the recognition b> 
the Vatican of Israeli .sover- 
eignty over Jerusalem in 
exchange of the latter's 
recognition of the Vatican's 
.supremacy over the holy 
sites in Jeru.salem." Dr. 
Mdanat .said. 


border into Iraq last week 
as part of a major ground 
and air offensive against 
the PKK. 

Syria hu*- aKo led a cho- 
rus of .Arab anger over 
Turkey's deci‘'ion last 
year to sign luu military 
cooperation accords with 
Israel, expressjug concern 
the agreements could he 
turned against .Arab 
slates. 

The OIC foreign minis- 
ters. who arc due to wrap 
up their two-day meeting 


"1 have no documents to 
suppv'rt (his. but there is a 
big possibility that a deal 
was coneJuJeJ." Dr. 
Mdanat emphasised. 

Dr. Mdanat was referring 
to the Nov. 1 1 agreement 
between the Holy See and 
Israel, entitled Legal Per- 
.sonality .Agreement, "which 
foresees full recognition for 
all civil cffect.s. within 
Israeli legislutiim of moral 
and legal persons wherever 
they have been established 
by the auihoriiy of the 
Catholic Chiireh." 

These moral and legal 
person.s include, among 
other things. putrian.'hics. 
dioceses. iTKma.sterie.s. reli- 
gious congregations and 
religious instiiule.s of vari- 
ous kind.s. the two-puge 
treaty said. 

This agreement drew 
wide-range criticism from 
the Palestine National 
Authority iP.NA). which 
wants cast Jemsalem as the 
capital of the liiture Pales- 
tinian state. 


later Sunday after an 
infL>rmal brain-sionning 
session, also approved a 
raft of rosi)|uEions on a 
host i.f issues alTeciini: 
rhe .Arab WnriJ. 

The war in AfglKmisun. 
violence in K.ishmir and 
the eonienth.»(is issue of 
the .Middle East peace 
po'cess are ail the siibiek .1 
of res'diiiions in be 
approve*! ai ihc lull sum- 
mit ami to beeome the 
Tehran Declaration. 


Islamic foreign ministers agree after dispute over Turkish-Israeli military ties 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDI^ND CALENDAR 


i JORDAN TELEVl- 
SION 

TeL T73///-/9 


' PROGRAMME TWO 


' 14:10.. 

.A Show With ihe Mouse 

i 14:30 
il5K)0 
1 15:15 
,15:30 
1 16:10 

H.nmnv*rm.nn 

Gillette Spoas Special 



< 16:30 
i 17:00 
<19:00 

French Pfogninime.s 

New.s in French 

! 19:15.. 
19:30 
. 19J5 


....Comedy — Murphy 

Brown 

20:00 


2Ik30 

21:10. 



22d)0. 


23:10 



PRAYER TIMES 


1 04:56 


. MtIR .. 

.(Sunrise) Doha 

'11:77.... 


; U'13 


' 16:36.--. 

Maghreb 

1 17:59 



CHURCHES 


: SL Mai>' of Nazareth Churdi 
! SweifidLTei. 810740 
i Assemblies of God Church Tcl. 
1632785. 


St. Joseph Church Tcl. 

Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

Deb SaDc Church Td. n6l7S7. 
Terra Sancta Oiurdi Tut. 622366 
Anglican Church Tcl. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

.Armenian Orthodo.« Church 
Tcl. 775261. 

St. Ephrahn Churdi Tel. //175t. 
Amman Tutcmational Church 
Tel. 5516245 

E^'angdical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

Gennan-speakhig Ev’angefietd 
Congr^tkm Tel. 68S4CU 
The Latlei>Dav SmiUs Tcl. 
654932. 

Church of Nazaione Tci. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Churdi 

in .Amman Tcl. 81)295 

English-speaking 

Latin Cathohes Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied h\ the Depart- 
ment of Metenndofp 
Warm ueaiher conditions will 
prevail during (he day uiih clouds 
appearing at high ahnutlK and 
winds southwesterly moderate. A 
cold air nu.vs will :^cct the King- 
dom in the evening causing a 


gradual dmp in ten^icnKures. 
CIcHiiis w-il] appear al difloem 
altitudes u ith rainfall expected in 
the northern regions gradually 
extending lo cover all the King- 
dom. and winds MHithwexierly 
nxxlerJte. In .Aq^ skies ui|] be 
partly cloudy, winds southeariy 
moderate, and seas rou^ 


MinyMax. temp. 

Amman 09/2I 

Aqaba. 14/25 

Deserts 07/22 

Jordan Valley 12/24 


Yesterday's high (empetdures: 
Anunan 24. Aqaba ^ Humidity 
readirtg-M Amman 27 per cem. 
Aqaba 30 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mai&oor .758863 

Or. .\fif Shukri ...........898863 

Dr. NkUIAIDaUefa 827195 

Dr. Sa’idTawflq 7S82S5 

Firas pharmacy >..661912 

Fndows pharrnacy 778336 

Al Asema phamucy .637055 

Naimukh pharmacy 623672 


Al Salam pharmacy .6.^730 

YacvHib pharmacy ..644M45 

Shmeisoni pharmacy ........637060 

Najib f^ianriacy JU7h32 

IRBID: 

Or. .Ahmad Qanu 281484 

.Al Quds phamiiicv i — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtallah .....„..994424 
Kh^ifch pharmacy -.985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Rx»d Control Centre .637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Departmeni ,—M>1111 
Gvil Defence immcdiaie Rescue 

— /i3034! 

Civil Defence Emeqicncy. |99 

Rescue RAcc_-192.6:MJ 1.637777 

Fire Brigade _,..6l?10I 

Blond Bank ...775I2I 

Highway Police. 8434(£2 

Traffic Mice 8%3P0 

Public Security Dept h?032l 

Hotel Complainis .605800 

FMcc Compkuite W itt76 

WiXo' & Sewg-dge Gxrobit. . J^467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

’ 787111 

Tcleirfionc Information idircctory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0I02-I0 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair! - ,62.31(11 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 IQI 

Jordan Television 77X| 1 1 


Radio Jonian - 774111 

>^3lcrAiitiwriiy 680100 

J. Eiccoicily Amlmrity .....K156I5 

Electric PinscT Csv ...-.63^3.8J 

RJ Flight Informaiion ..tW-532rX) 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon 08-5.3200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

larznBla 6-^»Ws 

HuNvai MafiuilCcnbr — 8].t8i .V32 
Utahdi Maicmiiv......... (>44281/6 

Altilch M^ucrairy..- .64244 1/2 

Jidtol Amman Maternity ...<42.Vi2 

MaJhas J. Amrnan 63M 4M 

Palcsrhie. Stuneisam hn707| 

Shmcisini Hospital fiWI.M 

Umver^ty HospiUil .845845 

At-MtSLshcr Hos^Ul .—667227/u 

The l.slamic..Ahiirli 666I2W,^7 

Al-.AWi. Abdali JiM U>4rt» 

Iwlian. Ai-Mulajnxn ....777101/3 

Al-Bashif 775111/26 

An«y.Marka xujbll/IS 

Queen Alia Hospital ...60224(U50 

Anta) Hospital - 6741.55 

The Centre For Mean and 

Spccral Sorccij Hfi^l'W 

ZARQA; ' 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

— 109)983323 

Zvqa N'atiannl HnspiLiI 

109)900.560 

Ibn Smu i09|9867.32 

,AI Hiknu Mntem Haspital 


(09)990990 

IKBID: 

Princc.vs Oasma H«)spiial 

102)27.555.5 

Greek Cailnilic Hospii.nt 

4021272275 

Ibn Al NaTccs Hospiiul 

(021247100 

AQABA: 

PrinL.vNs Hava Hnspiial 

t0.5)3l4U; 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUKENrVLL\ 

INTERNATIONAL 

.MRPORr 

ytin /iifnnntUititi o siipplictl /n* 

Royttl Joniiiniiiit (BJ\ infiirnuniivi 
•fi'pirtifieut u! the Qiiri’n .■\Ha Inter 
Airpitn Tel. (fAS)5./^W.5. 
»i hrrr it duiulil uhvtix > In- xrrifini. 
InfouiHitiun fm otln't fli}ihi.\ fiu\ fw 
ttii pfuuiv fW i52^ir)/. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flighis 

SareuiiRJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah tR]\ 

W:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

Dubtu.Abti Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 


Cairn 1 Fiji 

16:25 Lt'nJ«.in(KJ> 

16:45 New York. AirLslcidam i RJ i 

I9:0U 

Casablanca. Tunis i RJ i 

2(}-AS 

23:15 

....Jakarta, Abu IThaJn i RJ i 

Other Flights 

09:15 


09:30. 

Al'ArivhiPPi 


13:25 


14:.10 


15:05 


16:00 


lSd)0 


20:00 


21:10 

22l30 

01:25 

Pans. Damaseits iAF» 

Royal Wings (RW| 

06:05 . ..Tr*i .Vv.v .DU'. 

«7:2S , 
07:15 
IRW) 
09:50.. 

Amman «QAlA)iR\Vi 

Amman iM.uia Airpim 

11:10 . 
12:00 
(RWi 
21:20 . 

......Amman (Q.MAnRVk > 

Amman (Morka .Aiiponi 

22:50 

(RW) 

.Amman (Markj .'\irpt*R) 


departures 



Roy .7l Jordanian < R.I \ Fli;diLs 
•^;2l) Bcirui'Wi 


H);]l) 


11:00 

fSmstcrd.DH. ChicaEDtRJ' 

12:05 


12:30. 

Crif'iKJ' 

20:15 

Bahrain. Di'haiRJ' 

20:40 

DiureiscuiiRJ’ 

20:45 

.Abu Dhabi'RJ' 

21:15 

FJiihjii. .MuMTal iRJ* 

22:45 

.’san.'ia 'RJ' 

fJther Flights 

0 (>: 0 n 


08:00 

BciruliMF.i 

US:25 

Londpn 'BA' 

10:30 

Al’Anshd’Hi 

iO-JO 

Cair"'.MS' 

l?:20 


14:15 


15:50 , 


l^:^0 


17:00 

Damascus. Dubai'E^*’ 

19:00 


21:20 


13:53 


02:25 


03:00 


Roy al Wlogji (RWj 

05:30 Amman i.klaiLi.AiiTS'siMK'^ ' 

06:50 


07-.S5 , 

Aiunuin lOAl.A; ' 

08:50 

Amman i.M.-wi«n .Aifp'’”‘ 

iRWi 


10:20 


11:40 . 

Amman iQAl.AJiR"' 

20:30 . 


21:50.. 
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Jordan Times, Monday, December 8, 1997 


Queen attends Arab family day 
celebrations, play ‘The Moment’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day participated in the 
Day of the Arab Family 
celebrations at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, according 
to a press release Sunday. 

Queen Noor distributed 
ceniflcates to 26 outstand- 
ing families who were 
honoured according to the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment for "their efforts 
to raise the quality of life 
and llieir care for mem- 
bers of their families, their 
work to increase their 
income, and their self- 
reliance.*' 

The Queen emphasised 
the importance of empow- 
ering women, who are 
"the anchors of the fami- 
ly.** to become active par- 
ticipants in their own 
development, informed 
decision-makers in their 
homes and communities, 
and trained income earn- 
ers in their society, the 
statement continued. 

\Mien the U.N. declared 
the International Day for 
the Family in 1994. Arab 


countries declared the 7ib 
of December as the Day of 
the Arab Family. The gov- 
ernment of Jordan formed 
a national committee for 
the family in March 1997 
to heighten awareness of 
family issues, strengthen 
the social institutions that 
monitor and implement 
policies related to the fam- 
ily as well as support and 
expand local, national, 
and regional efforts in 
implementing specialised 
programmes for families, 
the announcement read. 

The national committee 
comprises representatives 
from various government 
ministries and from non- 
governmental and U.N. 
organisations. 

Queen Noor was 
received by Minister of 
Rural Affairs and Acting 
Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Tawfiq Kreishan. 
Deputy President of the 
National Committee of the 
Day of the Family Farouq 
Naghawi, and members of 
the National Committee. 

Also Sunday. Queen 


Noor attended "The 
Moment.** a play produced 
by the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) Per- 
forming Arts Centre in 
cooperation with the 
British Council, at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, 
according to a press 
release. 

The play, which will 
hold daily morning and 
evening performances 
until Dec. II. deals with 
the challenges young peo- 
ple face and the choices 
they have to make, as well 
as the impact of the rapid 
changes of today's world 
on Arab society. 

Its morning perfor- 
mances include work- 
shops in which students 
interact with the actors in 
trying to resolve the con- 
flicts and main issues of 
the play. The play was 
written by Geoff Gillbam. 
a specialist in Theatre-in- 
Education from the U.K.. 
and is directed by Lina 
Tal. the director of NHF's 
Performing Arts Centre, 
the statement continued. 


The Performing Arts 
Centre house.s the NHF*s 
projects in theatre, dance 
and a training centre for 
ans in education. One of 
its major components is 
the Theatre-in-Education 
Programme, which was 
launched in 1987 to 
enhance children's learn- 
ing experiences through 
drama and theatre. 

The Theatre-in-Educa- 
tion programme's annual 
musical and theatrical pro- 
ductions have appeared in 
national and international 
theatre festivals in the 
Arab World, Europe, and 
the U.S., and have 
received several awards 
for outstanding perfor- 
mances, according to the 
statement 

Queen Noor. who was 
accompanied by Senator 
Leila Sharaf. was received 
by Minister of Culture 
Qassem Abu Ein, In'am 
Mufti, and Director of the 
British Council David 
Burton. 



SIT-IN FOR 9-YEAR-OLO VICTIM: Friends and family of *U1a Marzook, 9. who 
was raped and strangled on Nov. 29 by three 16-year-olds, carry her portrait and 
the King's portrait Sunday during a sit-in in front of Parliament demanding the 
execution of the three suspects. *lHa was killed near Jerash on her way home 
from school, according to official sources (Photo by Yousef *Aliau) 


Court overturns man’s murder 
conviction due to ‘lack of evidence’ 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation Sunday over- 
turned a March ruling by 
the Criminal Court sen- 
tencing a 3.‘5-year-old man 
to a lO-year term for mur- 
dering hi.s married si.ster, 
according to the defen- 
dants* attorneys. 

Mo'ayad Mustafa 

walked free after spending 
15 months in prison fol- 
lowing the higher court's 
second ruling to acquit 
him of the premeditated 
charges "for lack of evi- 
dence." 

He w'as convicted by the 
Criminal Court of murder- 
ing bis younger sister 
Inaya Hassan in Syria in 
May 1989. and w'as origi- 
nally sentenced to death, a 
verdict that was commuted 


to 10 years because the 
victim's son dropped the 
charge.^ against the defen- 
dant. 

Defence Anorneys Zahra 
Shurabati and Ahmad Naj- 
dawl hud contested the 
Criminal Court's ruling 
twice, stating that the 
coun relied on witnesses' 
statements rather than 
solid evidence. 

"There wasn't enough 
evidence to indict our 
client, and the prosecution 
failed to present any evi- 
dence. including the body 
of the woman," Any. 
Sharabaii told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

According to court docu- 
ments. the family of Ms. 
Hassan heard that their 
daughter was involved in 
“immoral behaviour." 
plotted to kill her. and 
assigned the task to Mr. 


Mustafa. 

On May 24. 1989, the 
charge sheet said, the 
defendant asked his sister 
to accompany him to Syria 
to buy some goods. 

Between Damascus and 
Aleppo, the papers said, 
the defendant, w'ho was 
driving his own car, 
veered off the main road, 
struck hi.s sister with an 
iron bar. and drove over 
her several times until he 
made sure that she died, 
then returned to Jordan. 

One of the victim’s son 
from a previous marriage, 
who was living in Kuwait 
and had returned to Jordan 
following the 1990 Gulf 
War, asked about his 
mother and w-as told by 
relatives that her brother 
killed her. He then filed a 
complaint. 



FILM 

^ Video cartoon film 'Tintin et 1‘affaire 
Toumesor at the French Cultural Centre, 
JabaJ Weibdeh at 4:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

PLAY 

The Moment’* ^Arabic) at the Royal 
jCultural Centre, at 10:(X) a.ra. and 7:00 
Ip.m. (until Dec. 1 1 1. 

LECn/RE 

* "Le role humaoltaire en situation de 
crise: un exemple la Croix Rouge" (The 
Humanitarian Role of the Red Cross at 
|Times of Crises) at the French Cultural 
iCentne, Jabal Weibdeh at 6:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Plastic (abstract) an by Iraqi artist 


Dhia Khaza'i at Hamourabr Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel. 553609S), until Dec. 
18. 

* Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street <Tel. 
5537598), until Dec. 10. 

* Paintings by .Animar Khammasb at the 
French Cultural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 12. 

* An exhibition of prints by .Algerian 
artist Koraishi, and calligraphy by Iraqi 
artist Massoudi, -inspired by the poems of| 
Mahmoud Darwish, at Darat .Al Funun. 
Jabal Weibdeh. until Dec. 31. Also dis- 
playing paintings by Jordanian artist Nasr 
AbdufAziz. and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

* Works by Khalid Khreis at Institute 
Cervantes. Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* “Journey Within" by Pakistani artist 
Gulgee and his son. sculptor Amin Gul- 
aee. at the Jordan National Gallery of| 
Fine .Arts (Tel. 630128). until Dec. 15. 


4 receive 

10-year 

terms for 

smuggling 

weapons, 

drugs 

By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMM.AN — The State 
Security Court Sunday sen- 
tenced four men to ten-year 
imprisonmem terms with 
hard labour after they were 
found guilty of smuggling 
drugs and weapons to Jor- 
dan. 

Hassan A., 27. a Syrian 
national. Hussein R., 21. 
Askar S.. 45, and Moham- 
mad M., 5 1 . all Jordanians, 
were originally sentenced 
to 15-year terms and each 
was oideied by the military 
tribunal to pay JD 1 0.000 in 
fines for smuggling rifles, 
machine guns, and drugs to 
the Kingdom. 

However, the court, 
which was presided over by 
Judge Colonel Yousef 
Faouri, commuted the sen- 
tence to ten years and 
ordered each to pay 
JD5.000 "because they are 
young, have no criminal 
recorti, and some of them 
support families." 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet the four 
begun their smuggling 
acti\ities in 1990 and con- 
tinued until their arrest in 
April by the Jordan Armed 
Forces. 

During that period, the 
prosecution sheet said, the 
four managed to sntuggle 
88 M-16 rifles. 24 machine 
guns, and 225 Idlogrammes 
of hashish froru Syria into 
Jordan. 

.Also Sunday, the same 
coun sentenced three men 
to seven-and-a-haJf-year 
prison terms after they were 
found guilty' of smuggling 
weapons to the West Bank 
in 1996 and 1997. 

The three men. Hani K.. 
.Abdul Karim J.. and Abdul 
Karim S.. all 24. originally 
received 15-year prison 
terms, which were com- 
muted by the tribunal 
“because of the case's cir- 
cumstances and because the 
defendants are young and 
deserve a second chance.** 
The prosecution charge 
sheet Slated that the men 
smuggled arms to the West 
Bank with rubber boats via 
the Dead Sea. They were all 
arrested in the same area by 
Jordanian security forces 
on -April 18. 

.All the verdicts handed 
down Sunday by the State 
Security Court will auto- 
matically be reviewed by' 
the Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 


Crown Prince urges ‘rational dialogue’ 
for dealing with regional problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
stressed the need for all con- 
cerned parties to adopt a ratio- 
nal dialogue fn* solving the 
problems in tite region so that 
thoc will be no room for 
extremism. 

In his address ai a dinner 
hosted by the Jordonian- 
British Friendship Society' 
Satmtfay evening. Prince 
Hassan underlined the impor- 
tance of mtyleration in the 
dealings of world nation.^. 

^ferring to tite Palestine 
prt^em, ftince Hasson reit- 
erated Jordan’s strong supper 
for the Palestinians to regain 
their legitimate rights and 
their independent 
state on their national f-oA. 

“Jcuxlan believes that the 
creation of a Palestinian state 


on Palestinian national soil is 
inevitable. 1 am saying this 
out of the conviction that the 
political entity of Palestine 
will have to be established 
de.spiie all circumstances. 

‘There is a strong Pdlestin- 
ion will for the establishment 
of a Palestinian state," said 
the Crown Prince. 

Calling on the world com- 
munity to stand by the Pales- 
tinians and support their 
rights in their land, including 
Jerusalem, Prince Hassan 
.said: "We .stress that Palestini- 
ans should have iheir rights in 
Jerusalem os it has been in 
1948.*’ 

Referring to the Kingdom *.s 
relations with Israel Prince 
Hassan said: "Jordan has to 
be committed to coDstnictive 
dialogue in the course of try- 


ing to resolve outstanding 
issues. 

"Our differences with 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyaliu's poli- 
cies should not prevent us 
from opening dialogue with 
the mo^rates in Israel and in 
Europe and in the world at 
laige." 

He noted that in Israel there 
is a school of thought calling 
for pe;^ and there is an 
international Jewish group 
that recently met with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
ing to him to stand firm in the 
face of the Israeli govern- 
ment's excesses. 

Furthennore, Prince Hassan 
realfumed the need for the 
creation of a humanitarian 
charter and an international 
fund to provide aid to the 


deprived people in the Middle 
East 

He recalled that he had dis- 
cussed the suffering of the 
Iraqi children with U.N. offi- 
cials. 

Prince Hassan said the 
world’s attention should be 
focused on building infra- 
structure for human develop- 
ment rather than spending on 
arms. 

The Crown Prince praised 
non-govemmental organisa- 
tions in their efforts to help 
build ciric societies. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan's 
participation in the upcoming 
Islamic conference in Tehran 
reflects the Kingdom's keen- 
ness on the exchange of views 
with other nations and on pro- 
moting moderation among 
Islamic nadores. 


Lower House debates reference to 
Jerusalem in reply to King’s speech 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Speciai to the JonJan Tmies 

AMMAN — Lower House 
deputies Sunday showed 
division over references to 
the touchy issue of Arab East 
Jerusalem, which they will 
include in dieir reply to His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
Speech frwn the Throne, 
delivered to the opening ses- 
sion of Pariiament last week. 

The ^seal house, in its 
third session, debated at 
length a ]^trase in the King's 
speech referring ro a Palestin- 
ian state with its capital "in 
Jerusalem.** before endorsing 
the chamber's full reply. The 
issue has been a touchy one 
fev years in JonJanian poli- 
tics. 

Lawmakers argued 
whether the temi "Holy 
Jerusalem." as it appeared in 


the House's draft reply, 
should be kept or replaced 
with the phrase used in the 
King's speech. "in 
Jenjsalem," or "Jemsalem" 
by iLself. 

Independents Baijis 

Hadeed. Abdullah Jazi. and 
leftist Nasha't Hamameh 
called for abandoning the 
term "Holy Jerusalem" on 
the grounds that this might be 
untkrstood solely as the 
Muslim shrines in the already 
divided city. 

Others, including Moham- 
mad Oran and Islamists 
Mohammad Ra'fat and 
Abdullah Akaileh. recom- 
mended using "JenisaJem" 
on its own, w’liile RajI Had- 
dad. Mohanunad Kouz. and 
Saleh Jbour called for using 
the term "in Jerusalem." as 
used by the King in his Nov. 
29 speech. 


‘The King knows what we 
do not know and sees what 
we do not see in this delicate 
and decisive stage." Mr. 
Jbour said. 

He added that the King 
must have had "a specific 
reason" for using the preposi- 
tion "in" and therefore the 
House must stick to it. 

Depure Prime Minster 
Abdullah Ensour stepped in 
to clarity the official position 
regarding Jeru-salem. saying 
the King's w'ords should not 
be misinterpreted. 

"The words of His Majesty 
were intended and were very 
accurately calculated. They 
were not just rhetoric." Dr. 
Ensour said. 

Jordan, the former ruler of 
Jerusalem, believes that the 
capital of a Palestinian state 
should be *‘in Jerusalem, not 
around iu and not an>'W'here 


outside of it," Dr. Ensour 
said 

He said a general term does 
not serve the Kingdom's 
goals in it.s policies toward 
Jerusalem and what is needed 
now is precision in expres- 
sion. 

The House debated five 
proposals and after that 37 of 
the 72 deputies present in the 
House endorsed the term "in 
Jerusalem" to replace "Holy 
Jerusalem." 

The issue of Jerusalem has 
long been a sensitive one for 
Jordan, which ruled the West 
Bank and Arab East 
Jerusalem from 1950 until 
losing them ro Israel in 1967. 
However, Jordon has contin- 
ued to be the custodian of 
Muslim and Christian sites in 
Jerusalem and its 1 994 peace 
tFeai>’ with Israel recognised 
that role. 


JMA raises fees of private sector doctors 


By Odeh Odeh 
:^>eeial to the JonJan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA) 
hoard Sui^ay decided to 
iucrease the fees of physi- 
cians and specialists wording 
in the sector, accord- 

ing to a staremem by JMA 
fYesident Basem Dajani. 

According to the decision, 
which will take effect imme- 


diately. the minimum fee for 
an e.xomination by a general 
practitioner w ill be JD3. up 
from JD2. and the maximum 
will be JD5. which is 
unchanged. The minimum 
fee by a specialist will rise to 
JD7 from JDS. and the max- 
imum will be JDIO. also 
unchanged, according to Dr. 
Dajani. 

The chairman of the JM-A’s 
fees committee. Ra'ef Fares. 


told the Jordan Tunes that 
the fees for surgical opera- 
tions increased by 20-30 per 
cenL 

Dr Fares, who is a JMA 
board member said the new 
rates also increased the fees 
of anaesthesiologists by 20- 
30 per cent. 

Night visits by doctors to 
patients in hospitals rose by 
20 per cenL but patients vis- 
itinc doctors once within two 


weeks of the first visit will 
have to pay only half the fee. 
he said, adding they will not 
pay anything if they call on 
the doctors to show them 
results of laboratory tesis. 

JMA law permits doctors 
to exempt patients from pay- 
ing examination and treat- 
ment fees since doctors* ser- 
vices ore basically humani- 
tarian in nature, he 
explained. 


The Ideal Powerplant for a new generation 
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Ministers aim to kickstart 


stalled global climate talks 


KYOTO, Japan (APP) — 
Ministers firom around the 
globe sought Sunday to 
break the deadlocks bar- 
ring a deal to cut output of 
poisonous gases blamed 
for changing the world's 
climate. 

A draft negotiating agree- 
ment circulated to the 159 
nations participating in the 
U.N. global wanning talks 
was Uttered with disputed 
text on the eve of the final 
ministerial stage which is 
to be joined by U.S. Vice 
President A1 Gore. 

But according to a copy 
of the draft obtained by 
AFP. some thorny issues 
were closer to resolution, 
including a heated dispute 
over whether the European 
Union (EU) can be treated 
as a single entity, or “bub- 
ble.” 

British Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott said 
die talks had “now started 
in a realistic way, we have 
moved out of the arena of 
rhetoric into realistic nego- 
tiations.'' 

Ministers would have to 
tackle “difriculdes that' are 
to be found in the targets, 
the framework, the vari- 
ables and particularly get- 
ting an agreement with the 
developing countries,’’ he 
told AFP. 


“We are all hoping to get 
an a^eemenc, that is an 
essential pan of it,” he 
said. 

Developing nations are 
fuming at demands furt 
raised by the United States 
that [they make commit- 
ments in Kyoto while the 
EU is pitted' against the 
United States over how far 


to cut emissions. 

The draft deal circulated 
Sunday listed the devel- 
oped countries which are to 
agree legally-binding cuts 
in the output of greerdiouse 
gases that trap the earth's 
beau but it mentioned no 
figures for reductions. 

Taking 1990 greenhouse 
gas emissions ' as a base. 
Europe is calling for a 15 
per cent cut by 2010, Japan 
for a five per cent cut 
between 2008 and 2012 
and the United States for 
no change between 2008 
and 2012. 

But each offer has a dif- 
ferent underiyiflg base. 

The United States, for 
example, includes six 
greenhouse gases in its 
proposal while Europe and 
Japan include only thm — 
yet another source of dis- 
agreement that must be 
resolved. 

EU ministers met to ham- 
mer out positions on the 


“bubble.** whether to allow 
variable reduction taigets. 
which gases to include and 
how developing countries 
might come on board. 

“We did not finalise any- 
thing." European 

Commissioner for the 
Environment Ritl 

Bjenegaard said as she left 
the meeting. 

The Europe bubble 
was accepted in draft text 
^hich said developed 
lotions seeking to jointly 
fulfil the emission cuts can 
do so “provided that their 
t^tal combined level of 
emission reductions" meets 
tibe target 

'But the question of 
whether each member of 
the EU should also have a 
set target uiihin the overall 
bubble was sdll under dis- 
pute in the draft 

Australian Environment 
Minister Robert Hill said 
he hoped Mr. Gore's one- 
day visit Monday would 
accelerate the talks. 

“The deadline is fast 
approaching, the United 
States is the world’s largest 
emitter as well as being the 
world's largest economic 
power — it has the capoci- 
pr to provide that extra 
impetus and I would hope 
that would come from 
Gore’s visit,*' he told 


reporters. 

Disagreements are rife 
over how to include green- 
house gas, absorbing 
objects such a.s trees, vari- 
able targets, trading emis- 
sion permits, sharing credit 
for joint greenhouse-cut- 
ring projects and develop- 
ing natioas. 

In response to New 
Zealand's demand Friday 
that developing countries 
make commitments by 
2004 for limiLs .stoning in 
2015. Beijing's lead nego- 
tiator ^ong Shukong 
replied: “No. no. no.*’ 

“In the developed world 
only two people ride in u 
car and yet you want us to 
give up riding a bus." he 
complained. 

The developing world 
and China have called for 
the deleuon of all refer- 
ences to their taking on the 
burden of cutting green- 
house gases in the future. 

They also object to entire 
secUoas dealing with trad- 
ing emissions and sharing 
credit for joint projects to 
cut emissions. 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates. current emission 
trends are likely to cause 
average global tempera- 
tures *to rise 1.0 to 3.5 
degrees Celsius over the 
next 100 years. 


Aid agency sounds N. 


Korean call for help 


HONG KONG (R) 
North Korea’s entiiu 
health system has col- 
lapsed, a top intematioo- 
al aid official said 
Sunday, with no modern 
medicine, anaesthetic or 
even soap — and no 
patients as the sick pre- 
ferred to diie at home. 

The head of Medicins 
Sans Fronti^res, Eric 
Goemaere, told a news 
conference that North 
Korea could be heading 
for yet another catastro- 
phe unless international 
aid was forthcoming. 

Mr. Goemaere, who 
headed a small MSF team 
visiting five districts in 
North Hamgyong 

province in the last weel^ 
said hospitals and clinics 
he viated had abysmally 
low standards of hygiene 
and lacked modem medi- 


cine. 

In most of the places he 
visited, there were simply 
no patients as the sick 
preferred to die at home. 

''There were doctors 
and buildings, but no 
aspirin, no anaesthetic. 


no basic medidnes, no 
heating, no soap and no 
milk and therefore no 
patients,” he said. 

Tlie health system in 
North Korea has col- 
lapsed.” 

A video taken of an 
appendectomy in 

Kangwon county hospital 
in November by another 
MSF team showed a 30- 
year-old woman, under 
only local anaesthetic, 
grimacing in pain as doc- 
tors cat a hole in her side, 
later inserting a grubby 
rag to soak up blood. 

*^e girl died two days 
later from infection.” Mr. 
Goemaere said, adding 
that the only sterilisation 
was boiling water. 

Infants and toddlers in 
orphanages, with bloated 
stomachs and spindly 
legs too w’eak to support 
the bodies, were shown 
with blotches all over 
their faces and necks, 
from lack of soap. 

Years of food shor^es 
have seriously afflict^ 
the general h^th of the 
population, exposing vul- 


nerable groups to greater 
risk of i^ectious diseases 
and epidemics. 

North Korea’s prob- 
lems started id 1995 when 
floods destroyed rice 
fields, food storage sites, 
roads and housing over 
large areas of the coun- 
try. It was then hit by the 
worst heat-wave in near- 
ly a centuT}' in August 
following severe drought 
in June and July. 

Mr. Goemaere called 
for more international 
aid for the country, 
including food, drugs, 
seeds and fertiliser, 
adding: these steps 

are not taken, the people 
of North Korea will 
become even more vul- 
nerable to famine and 
rficpagp over the next 


AIDS in 


year. 

' Mr. Goemaere’s team is 
the first to have been 
allowed into the oortbem 
province, and he said it 
was a tacit sign that 
authorities now acknoiri- 
edged that more regions 
needed help. 


Russia waives $5 m 


bail in U.S. spy case 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
has waived a S5 million 
bail in conditionally 
releasing a U.S. telephone 
technician charged with 
espionage, the accused 
man's employer said in a 
statement released 

Sunday. 

“They have waived the 
S5 million bail on wiinen 
assurances from the com- 
pany, but it is our under- 
standing that the charges 
of espionage still stand." 
said Irwin Jacobs, chair- 
man of the San Diego- 
based telecommunications 
company Qualcomm. 

Richard Bliss.' a 
Qualcomm employee who 
was installing a telephone 
system in the southern 
Russian city of Rostov- 
on-Don. was released 
from custody Saturday, a 
day after he was charged 
with espionage, but was 
ordered to remain in the 
Rostov region. 

Mr. Bliss has maintained 
his innocence, and his 
company said he was 
doing routine work with 
high-tech electronics to 
install a wireless tele- 
phone system in the city. 


He was detained on 
Nov. 25 for allegedly 
gathering secret informa- 
tion in the Rostov area 
while carrying out sur- 
veillance work using 
satellite equipment which 
Russia's Federal Security 
Ser\’ice (FSB) said was 
illegal. 

“While Mr. Bliss is now 
confined to the Rostov- 
on-Don region, he has 
now been able to s^ak to 
some members of his fam- 
ily and to myself and 
other executives at 
Qualcomm,’* Mr. Jacobs 
said. 

Mr. Bliss’s lawyer 
Valery Petrayev said by 
telephone Sunday that fol- 
lowing his release the 
American was staying 
with friends at a Rostov 
hotel. 

“He is completely free 
to do whatever he wants, 
including u'ork as long as 
he stays in Rostov." he 
said. “He has to stay for 
now in the city as long as 
the investigation contin- 
ues, which can be two 
months and then extended 
if necessary." 

Mr. Petrayev said the 


case stemmed from the 
failure of Qualcomm’s 
Russian client 

Eletros\yaz to get the nec- 
essary permission for cer- 
tain high-tech equipment. 

“There was simply some 
Russian negligence, 

someone failed to do their 
job and get a permission, 
that's all there is to it." he 
said. “But this was not 
criminal negligence.” 

The lawyer said he was 
hoping to win Mr. Bliss's 
lull freedom within two 
weeks, but acknowledged 
that it wTHiId be hard for 
local authorities to back 
down in the case. 

"The law enforcement 
bodies are veiy conserva- 
tive. and if (hey do some- 
thing — pressing charges 
and arresting Mr. Bliss — 
then they will do all they 
can to be slow and 
restrained before backing 
down." he said. 

The FSB. the domestic 
successor to the KGB 
securits’ police, said the 
decision to free Mr. Bliss 
on bail was made after the 
U.S. ambassador in 
Moscow pleaded for his 
release. 


Africa 
conference 
opens in 
Abidjan 


ABIDJAN lAFPl — The 
lOih interoadonol Conference 
on AIDS and Sexually 
Tniivimitted Diseases in 
Afi^ (C2SMA) was due to 
open Sunda>' in Abidjan in 
tits presence of 3,000 scien- 
tists. leseaicheis and people 
living with the HfV vims. 

Prudent Jacques Chime of 
Immce and Blaise Compaore 
of Biukina Faso were expect- 
ed in the Ivorian economic 
oqntal for the cmference's 
opening ty heva President 
Henri Konun Bedie. 

AIDS is spreading in Africa 
faster than anywhOT else in 
the world. 

Two-thirds of the world's 
30 million people inAvlcd 
widi the HIV virus live in 
sub-Saharan Africa where 
mne than seven per cent of 
the population ag^ between 
1 5 ^ 49 are HIV positive. 

UtMfer the general dieme of 
AIDS and Developmenu 
some evcnis are 

planned in this conference 
which cfows year by ^'ear. 

The edition of CISMA 
was held two years ago in 
Kampala Ugan^ like Ivory 
Coast, has been badly hit by 
Ae disease. More than a mil- 
lion people are HTV positive 
in Ivoty Coafi, making it the 
fifth most affect country on 
the oontinem. 

While anti-vinil drugs have 
helped to slow* the t^iread of 
AIDS in developed countries. 
Africa is still wiioes-sing a 
steep rise in Hs propagation, 
due mainly to insufildeni pre- 
ventkxi and poor healthcare 
facilitieii. 

“AIDS is just an indicator 
of the w-ea)mes.s African 
puUic health. Malaria diar- 
ihoea and tuberculosis aic 
odiec. less well-known exam- 
ples but just tLs deadly ev en 
ihou^ the cost of treating 
them is mteh lower." said one 
delegale on the eve of the 
confereiKs. 

Leaders in AIDS nssearch. 
such as Luc Montagnicr. who 
dLscov*cred the AIDS vims in 
1983, H’lroshi Nakajima, the 
Sector gecieial of die Worid 
Health Organisuiion. and 
Peter cxcLinivc direcicx 
of U.NAIDS. will be sure to 
shed light on the delicate 
issue the “two speed" 
nature of AIDS. 

CISMA w ill alsi.) serve as a 
meeting point for parallel 
events such as fonuns and 
nm-gps'ennnental ogonisa- 
tions fr^ng the cpitinnic. 
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Greenpeace members carry a banner saying *Cut C02 Now' In a dcmoi^ration at 
Heian Jingu Shrine during U.N. talks on global wanning in Japan's ancient city of 
Kyoto (Reuter photo) 


Cambodian opposition leader 


heads big peace march 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Several thousand people 
marched through Phnom 
Penh Sunday calling for 
peace in sirife-iom 
Cambodia in the largest 
political gathering since 
factional fighting in July. 

The peace march, oi^- 
ised by prominem opposi- 
tion politician Sam Rainsy. 
drew Camhodion.s from all 
walks of life, including 
Buddhist monks, war veter- 
ans. luxi drivers and politi- 
cians. 

Several inurchers who hud 
lost limbs to landmines 
walked the entire seven- 
kilometre route leaning on 
canes while other partici- 
pants on motorbikes looped 
peace signs in English. 
French and Cambodian 
through (heir liundlehars us 
they slowly followed the 
procession in the sweltering 
morning heal. 

Sieng Chhut. a 32-yuur- 
old disabled veteran from 
nonhwesi Cambodia, said 
he was tired of his countr>''s 
dcsmiclive conflict. 

“I lost my leg because of 
fighting in Cumbodiu." he 
•said. 

“Even though 1 am hurt. I 
am marching, i want to .send 
all of Camtxidia a mcs.sagc 
— those fighting slunild 
disarm and rcjitin their fam- 
ilies." 


More than 1.000 people 
initially began the march at 
Phnom Penh's Olympic 
Stadium, but by the end of 
two-hour march, the num- 
ber of participants had 
swelled to up to 3,000 and 
hundreds more Cambodians 
had lined the streets to cheer 
the proces.sion. 

Police, who have blocked 
several of Sam Rainsy's 
demonstrations in the past, 
held back traffic to make 
way for marchers, and secu- 
rity was not heavy. 

There wens no reports of 
any incidents in contrast to 
Sam Rainsy's last rally in 
March, when four grenades 
ripped through the protest, 
killing up to 19 and wound- 
ing more tlion 100. 

“Thi.s is a greul day. a his- 
toric day. It is a day for 
peace in Cambodia." Sum 
Rainsy told reponers us he 
marched. 

Asked if he feared vio- 
lence. he .s;iid: “I am afraid 
of nothing. I believe in 
peace." 

At a rally ui a Pagcnlu at 
the end of the March, he 
told ttiureliers: “Wc want to 
see Cambodia's Ictidcrs 
reach a national settlement. 
Wc dn not want to see more 
widtm-s, orphans or 
amputees." 

Former Finance Minister 
Sum Rain.sy is a political 


ally of the deposed Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, who 
was ousted by his co-pre- 
niicr and coalition govern- 
ment partner. Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. in early 
July. 

Fighters under Ranariddh 
and their Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla allies have been 
battling Hun Sen’s govern- 
ment forces in pan.s of 
northern and western 
Cambodia since the prince 
was toppled. 

Marchers said it was time 
for the fighting to stop. 

“I want to see peace in 
Cambodia. Over the past 
two decades of my life. I 
have never seen ^ace. 1 
suppt^rt Sam Rainsy." Hean 
Sophea. a 29-year-old 
Monk, told Reuters. 

Hy Sumnong. a 37-year- 
old soldier, said he hud 
recently deserted his army 
unit becuu.se he was disillu- 
sioned and hud not been 
paid for four months, 

“We don't need this fight- 
ing." he said. 

.Sum Rainsy. one of Hun 
Sen’s most bitter critics, 
was out of the country w hen 
the prince 'was ousted hut 
relumed in lute November 
calling for peace and saying 
he would work with the 
govommem U> ensure a free 
and fair election is held next 


vear. 


Colombia faces new 


threat of drug-related terror 


BOGOTA (R) — 

Colombia faced a new 
round of drug-related terror 
Saturday aficr self-idemi- 
fied members of a group 
called “The extraditahies" 
said they hud kidnapped 
President Ernesto 

Samper's press secretary 
and a reporter. 

Police said they were 
unable to confirm (he 
authenticity of the claims, 
made in u series of tele- 
phone culls to local radio 
and television ncw.s pro- 
grammes. 

The whereuN'uts of Mr. 
Samper's press aide. 
William Parra, and of Luis 
£Uuardi> Maldonado, a 
reporter with the RCN 
Radio News Network, iiavc 
been unknown since they 
left the Ca-sa de Nurino 
pre.sidential palace together 
late Thursday. Authorities 
said the phone culls lo local 
media outlets were the only 
leads (hey hod in the case. 

The presidential palace 
issued a statement Friday 
night demanding that Parra 
and .Maldonado he freed at 
once. 'The presidency of 
the republic demands the 
immediate reica.se of the 
two journalists so that they 
can return to their homes 
and places of work." it 
said. 

It added there was no 
independent confirmaiinn 
the pair was being held hy 
'Thc exiradiiaWcs." Bui in 
brief remarks to reporters 
in the Caribbean ptm of 
Cartagena. Mr. Samper 


said: “Whatever group it is. 
kidnapping isn't the host 
way of making any son of 
pclititm." 

Mr. Sam|)er did not elab- 
orate. But (he callers to 
Noticlero 24 Horas. a TV 
news station, and to RCN 
and Rudioticl all-news 
radio, gave assurances that 
Purra and MuUU>n;ido 
would he released with “a 
mcs.sagc" for the govern- 
ment about the recent vote 
in congress lifting 
Cnlninhia's ban on the 
extradition of drug lords 
and other criminals. 

Parra, who took over us 
Mr. Suniix.*r*s prc.ss secre- 
tary in January, is one of 
Colombia's best-known 
television joumalisLs. 

Unlike most government 
afiiduiK. he was never 
assigned a bodyguard or 
olTiciuI escort. Bogota's El 
Bspectador newspaper .said 
he vanished, together witli 
Maldonado, while en route 
to a parking lot near the 
prcsidcniiui palace in the 
bustling downtown area of 
the capital. 

“The extraditahies'' wjis 
the name of n private armv 
formed hy late Mcilclliii 
Cartel drug lord Pabln 
Escobar to wage a cam- 
paign of teiTur — - including 
high-profile cur htnnbings. 
assasMnation.s and kidnap- 
pings — against extradi- 
tion in the late 1980s and 
curly I991K. 

Seeking to end the vio- 
lence, which took hundreds 
of lives, Colombia’s con- 


stituent assembly clamp«^ 
u constitutional ban on 
extradition in I'NI. Acting 
under intense pressure 
from Washington. 

Congress voted to lift the 
ban just last week. 

The move w*js criticised 
by U.S. officials because 
lawmakers diluted the 
extradition hill to prevent it 
from applying retroactively 
— meaning Colombia will 
probably never cede i«.) 
L'.S. requests for the extra- 
dition of Gilbeno and 
Miguel Rixirigucr 

Orcjuela. jailed leaders of 
the Cali drug 'Cartel. 

But Congress threw- open 
the door to extradition in 
future cases, an act that 
critics described as a 
shameless concession to 
“foreign intervention'' and 
“yunkee imperialism." 

Statements aitrihuled to 
"The cMradiiable.s." with 
the same Iciteriieods once 
used by Escobar — and 
echoing his trademark 
warning about preferring 
"a lomh in Colombia u> a 

jail in the United Status” 

surfaced on several occa- 
sions in the nin-up to the 
final extradition hil) voted 
in Congress on Nov. 25. 

The most notable occa- 
sion wa.s in September 
when a huge 250 kilo- 
grammes car bomb wie, 
discovered by police in 
Medellin, the city Escobar 
ruled like his fxrrvnnal fief- 
dom until he was gunned 
down by police in 
December 1993. 


Former 
drug cz£r 
Brown 


wins 

Houston 


mayor race 


HOUSTON (Rl — Former 
U.S. drug czar Lee Brown 
defeated oilman Rob 
Mosbacher in a run-off 
election Saturday to 
become Houston’s fint 
black mayor. 

With ^ of the votes 
counted. Mr. Brown leclMr. 
Mosbacher by a mai^ of 
53-47 per cent 
“Tom'ght, my fi-iends. 
another barrier has- fallen in 
the city of Houston. The 
doors of opportuitily have 
opened wider for all. of 
Houston's children," 
Brown told cheering 
porters. 

“For all of Houston’s chil- 
dren. as they dream of tbeir 
future, they now know friat 
any child con grow up to 
lead this city," said Mr. 
Brown, the son of a share- 
cropper from Oklahoma. 

Houston, the nation's 
fouith-iaigest city, has a 
population of nearly 2 mil- 
lion people, about evenly 
divided among blacks, 
whites and Hispanics. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Brown won largely because 
of overwhelming support 
from block voters, but that 
his law enforcement back- 
ground helped him also win 
a substantial number of 
'white votes. 

Mr. Brown. 60. served os 
director of the White House 
Office of National Drag 
Control Policy, a job more 
commonly known as 
czur. in President Bill 
Clinton's first term. Before ' 
that he was police chief in 
Atlanta. Houston and New 
York City. 

Mr. Mosbacher. 46. 
a Houston oil com^^y 
founded by his father, 
Robert Mosbacher. who 
was U.S. commerce secre- 
tary under President George 
Bush. 

In his concession speech. 
Mr. Mosbacher congratulat- 
ed Mr. Brown and said he 
would continue to work for 
the beltermem of the city. 

“Houston has a great 
heart... I will always work 
to bring all the heart of this 
city together." he said. 

In a Nov. 4 election. Mr. 
Brown led a field of eight 
candidates with 42 per cent 
of the vole, short of the 50 
per cent needed to win oul- 
righL He was followed by 
Mr. Mosbacher with 29 per 
cent. 

Mr. Brown served as 
Houston police chief from 
1982 to 1990. He was the 
city's first black police 
chief and is widely cr^ited 
with reforming a police 
department that was 
plagued by scandal and 
charges of raci.sm. 

He instituted a polk^' 
called “nci^hbourhot^ on- 
emed policing" and carried 
that theme into his mayoral 
camp^gn where ^ he 
promis^ to strengthen the 
city's neightwuihoods 
fhrough community 

involvement and invest- 
ment in infrastructure. 

Even though the maror's 
post is nonpartisan, the 
campaign uiinicted a parade 
of nuiionol political figure, 
including Mr. Gimoh ^ 
Vice President Al Gore, 
both of whom endorsed Mr. 
Brown. 

Former President Geoige 
Bush and wife Barbara 
came out in favour of Mr. 
.Mosbacher and New York 
Mayor Rudolph GiuIlBoi 
weighed in with a slam at 
Mr. Brown for hi.x handlinf 
ol the crown heights riots in 
New York. Mr. Brown 
headed the New York 
Police Department from 
IWO to 1992. when be left 
to Join the Clinton odminis- 
tnuion. 

He left the drug posraod 
returned to Houlsuiil in 
1995 to teach at. Ri® 
University. 

Mr. Brown succeeds pop- 
ular incumbent Mayor Bw 
Lanier, wbo could not run 
again because of term lim- 
its. 
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Third firefighter dies in 
Australian bush blaze 


SYDNEY (R; — A volunteer 
firefighter di^ in an Aus- 
trab'an ho^tal Sunday, hours 
after he collapsed while 
extinguishing small fires left 
after a bushfire in Sydney's 
south. 

New South Wales (NSW) 
Rural Fire Services Commis- 
sioner PMl Koperfoeig told a 
news coofereoce Sunday that 
20-year-old Peter Edward 
Estcouxt died 14 boms after 
being airlifted to hoq)ital. 

Esteourt became the third 
volunteer i»ishfire fighter to 
k^ his life since a senes of 
huge fixes ravaged the NSW 
region a week ago. 

A stmement from the 
Sudierland Shire Council 
said members of Esicourt's 
brigade had reported seeing 
him cany a stnouldering log 
just before be colli^)sed, but 
the exact cause of death bad 
still not been determined. 

The fires, mostly caused by 
lightning strikes on tinder- 
diy bush ftxests, reached the 
outskirts of Sydney last Tues- 
day. destroying ab^ a dozen 


homes. 

Two volunteer fire-fighiers 
were killed fighting a blaze 
near Lithgow. a town west of 
Sydney. 

Altogether about 400,000 
hectares of bush have been 
burned oul 

Estcourt's death came as 
the fires had been brought 
under control and the clean- 
up operation had begun. 

His father Gary, himself a 
volunteer fireman, said his 
son was a dedicated firefight- 
er. 

’‘Peter lived for the 
brigade," Gary said. 

“When he died, he was 
doing something he loved — 
helping other people and 
hel{^g the community." 

Mr. Koperberg said only 23 
of the original 85 fires were 
still burning by Sunday night 
and none of the remaining 
blazes presented a major 
threaL 

Huge Australian bushfires 
in January 1994 killed four 
people and destroyed more 
than 100 homes. 


2 more ‘bird flu' cases 
emerge in Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Health authorities called an 
eroeigency meeting here Sun- 
day :^r the discovery of two 
more subjected cases of a rare 
strain of influenza previously 
thought to infect only birds, 
i^ortssaidL 

A S4~year-old man who 
died Friday and a I3-year-old 
girl in critical condition were 
the two latest suspected cases, 
local newspapers said. If ccm- 
finned, it would bring the 
Dumbo' of confirmed cases of 
the new HSNl flu strain to 
four, with two deaths. 

Two experts from the U.S. 
Coities ^ Disease Control 
arrived in Hong Kong Satur- 
day ^ were to meet with 
local officials Sunday, the 
Hcmg Kong Standard report- 
ed. 

The South (Thina Morning 
Post repeated that some 
experts feared the fin could 
a worldwide epidemic, 
and experts writing in the 
British scientific journal 


Nature wrote in October that 
the strain must be closely 
monitored as it has “presently 
unknown pandemic poten- 
tial." 

The Standard quoted Daniel 
Lavanchy of the World Health 
Organisation headquarters in 
Geneva as sa}ong the four vic- 
tims had no contact wife oie 
another. 

“But this is a new entity," he 
said. ‘These are the only four 
cases in the world and nobody 
knows the characteristics of 
fee virus.” 

‘This is a 50 per cent death 
rate, which is extremely 
high.” be said. ‘"Major dis- 
eases usually kil] less than 10 
per cent of fee people.” 

When the disease first 
emeiged earlier this year, 
killbig a three-year-old bc^ 
and infecting a two-year-old 
fee Hong Kong government 
s^d fee apjpeared to be 
isolated and no major 
threat to public health. 


Company capitalises on 
Japanese passion for U.S. 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Japan- 
ese teenagers are known to be 
avid fans of all things Ameri- 
can, so much so that they diink 
not^g of paying $2,000 lo 
$3,000 for an old pair of Nike 
sh^ CH- S6()0 for a pair of pre- 
1970 Levi’s jeans. 

Robert Smith found that out 
during a two-year stint in 
Japan as a Mormon mission- 
ary in the mid-1980s and has 
since been {xoviding a steady 
supply of vintage American 
sb^ and clothes to meet fee 
roaring demand from young 
Jqjanese. 

“Japanese Idds have an 
obsessiem xrith American cul- 
ture. It’s cool and hip, and tii^ 
want to be a part of il” he said 
in an interview. 

Bran his headquarters in a 
submbao Chicago hotel, Ml 
Smith, chief finandal officer 
of fee Utai>4>ased expext firm 
Faile>' Enteq;xises, is mascer- 
tninding a three-day buy-back 
of old Nike Air Jordans and 
n rfwr and running 

shoes. 

He has been criss-crossing 
fee coitooy in ^arefa of old 
I»eces of AmeiicaDa. CSiicago 
U lK)me to basketball sii^Krst^ 
Mkfeael Jonjan and fee Air 
Jordan shoes are particularly 
hex hems in Japan. As a result. 
Chicago area kids — lured by 
tew^)aper ads {xomisiiig up 


to $500 foe old sneakers — 
have been flocking to Mr. 
Smith's command post at fee 
hotel in suburban Schaum- 
buig. 

Prices are highest for Nikes 
made between 1985 and 1992 
as well as 1995 Nike AirMax 
lunning shoes. 

“Otba prized items are Adi- 
das tennis shoes made in Ger- 
many and France. 30-year-old 
Levi's jeans, old military 
bomber leather jack^ and 
Hawaiian .shins from fee 
1 940’s and 1 950’s,” Mr. Smith 
said. 

‘Thursday. I bought a pair of 
1985 Nike Dxnks for $150, 
but I'm prepared to pay up to 
$500 ftM- an old pain" he told 
AFP. 

Parley Enterprises, which 
has a staff of 30 employees 
and posted 3.2 million in sales 
last year, usually earns double 
what it pays for the goods it 
buys in tte United States. 

The goods acquired in the 
Chicago area will then be 
shipped to fee Farley plant in 
Orem, Utah, where wOTkers 
will pbotogny?h them and 
write descriptions in Japanese 
about colours, markings and 
other details. 

The goods will then be auc- 
tioned off via fee Internet on a 
J^sanese-language web site. 
Mr. Smith said. 



Voters in Serbia casting 
ballots in presidential polls 


Russian rescue workers dig through frozen debris 
amongst the remains of a huge military cargo plane 
that crashed into an apartment block in the Siberian 
town of Irkutsk (Keuter photo) 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Voters in Seibia began 
casting their ballots Sunday 
in presidential elections 
after an earlier race- in 
October failed due to low 
turnout. 

Polling stations opened at 
7:00 a.m. (0600 GMT) and 
were due to close at 8:00 
p.m. Sunday. 

The vote is being contest- 
ed by seven candidates 
though only three are main 
contenders to replace 
Yugoslav President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic who vacated 
fee Serbian presidency in 
July after serving a nmi- 
mum two tenns. 

Leading the field, accord- 
ing to the latest poll, is 
Yugoslav Foreign Minister 
Milan Milutinovic. the can- 
didate of Mr. Milosevic's 
Socialist Party. 

Just behind him is far- 
right leader Vojislav Seselj. 
He finished the invalidated 
Oct. 5 vote slightly ahead 


of Mr. Milosevic’s earlier 
preferred candidate, Zoran 
Lilic. who stood down as 
Yugoslav president to make 
way for Milosevic. 

The third main contender 
in Sunday’s vote is Vuk 
Draskovic, fee nationalist 
opposition leader, who was 
knocked out of the October 
presidential race. Although 
he has significant support, 
he would be a surprise vic- 
tor. 

Mr. Milutinovic. an old- 
school Communist bureau- 
crat who is ill at ease in 
public appearances, would 
have a tough rime beating 
Mr. Seselj. a big. tall, pop- 
ulist with strong support 
among those in Serbia who 
are disaffected with Mr. 
Milosevic's rule. 

Victory for Mr. Seselj 
would likely set Serbia on a 
collision course with the 
international communi^. 

A former paramilitary 
leader in the wars in Croat- 


ia and Bosnia. Mr. Seselj is 
against the Dayton Peace 
accords which ended the 
Bosnian conflict in 1993. 
He has also vowed to take 
back territory lost by his 
Serb brethren in Croatia in 
1995 during a Croatian 
army blitz against rebel 
Serb-held areas. 

Either move would send 
shock waves through the 
former Yugoslavia where 
intemationaily-backed 
peace initiatives feat have 
partially penalised the 
Seibs fur their leading role 
in starting the co^icts 
have help^ give regional 
peace a chance. 

For Sunday's vote to be 
valid turnout must exceed 
50 per cent of Serbia's 7.2 
million voters and the win- 
ner will be the candidate 
who takes more than half 
the votes. 

If neither candidate wins 
Sunday, a run-off second 
round will be between the 


two candidates who polled 
the most votes. 

Failure in either the first 
or second rounds to breach 
the 50 per cent mark would 
mean a third election being 
staged after a pause of 60 
days. 

Low turnout in October 
was in pan blamed on a 
boycott call by another 
opposition leader, Zoran 
Djidjic. who has again 
called for his supponers to 
stay away from the polls. 

And 1.8 million ethnic 
Albanians from southern 
Serbian province Kosovo, 
will boycott the polls, as 
they have been doing since 
1989 when Belgrade 
regime suppressed their 
autonomy. 

The vote will be moni- 
tored by 30 expens from 
the Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). 

The official results are 
expected Thursday. 


Crashed Russian parties explore new allianees 
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MOSCOW (R) — The 
huge military freighter that 
crashed into a Siberian 
apartment block Saturday 
killing scores of people 
tncluding all on board is 
the world's largest produc- 
tion aircraft. 

The Antonov- 1 24 "Rus- 
lan" has a wingspan of 
more than 73 metres and is 
□early 70 metres long. It 
has a maxioium capacity 
of 120 tonnes and is regu- 
larly used to carry heavy 
cargo like satellites, auto- 
mobiles and even other 
aircraft. 

The craft that crashed 
Saturday was carrying two 
Suklioi fighter jets to the 
far eastern city of Vladi- 
vostok. Interfax news 
. agency said they were des- 
tined for export to Viet- 
nam. 

The four-engine Antonov 
is manufactured in the 
Ukrainian capital Kiev and 
in the central Russian city 
of Ulyanovsk. 

The Antonov's features 
include an upw'ard-hinged 
visor type nose and rear 
fuselage ramp-door allow- 
ing simultaneous loading 
and unloading of cargo. 

Another of its unusual 
features is its row's of five 
wheels on each side of fee 
fuselage under fee wings, 
giving it a low-slung, 
chuni^ outline. 

Its normal cruising speed 
is around 800 km per hour. 

Military experts at Jane's 
said 54 of fee giant aircraft 
bad been built bv late 
1995. 

The plane's prototy'pe 
first flew in 1982 and was 
exhibited at fee 1985 Paris 
air show. Jane's said. 

It is named Ruslan after a 
giant hero of Russian folk- 
lore immonalised by fee 
19fe century poet Alexan- 
der Pushkin. 

An- 1 24 was used during 
the 1990-91 Gulf crisis to 
carrj' more than 4(X) 
Bangladeshi refugees 
home from fee Middle 
East. 

In October 1996 a 
freighter of this t>*pe 
crashed near the Italian 


city of Turin after failing 
in its first landing bid. 

Two crew members and 
two Italian villagers were 
killed in fee crash. 

Russian officials said at 
least 46 people had been 
killed in Saturday's acci- 
dent after fee craft 
ploughed into an apart- 
ment block in Irkutsk-2, a 
satellite town of fee Siber- 
ian city of Irkutsk, some 
5.000 kilometres east of 
Moscow. 

But Russian news agen- 
cies said fee final death 
toll could be as high as 
150. If fee crash had taken 
place at night — when 
more people would have 
been at home — instead of 
mid-momlng it would 
have been nearer 500, 
Interfax said. 

A commission chaired 
by Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin has been 
set up to investigate fee 
causes of fee accident. 

ITAR-TASS news 
agency said one possibility 
was fee failure of two 
engines on the left side of 
the plane. Yevgeny Sha- 
poshinkov. an aviation 
aide to President Boris 
Yeltsin, said on Russian 
television fee plane feat 
crashed was 11 years old 
and bad completed a simi- 
lar flight just four days 
earlier. 

The accident has again 
thrown a harsh spotlight 
on safety' stanck^ in 
Russian airspace where 
aviation officials say 219 
people died last year in 43 
separate accidents. 

The surge in accidents is 
generally attributed to cash 
shortages which lower 
already poor maintenance 
standards and place e.xtra 
pressure on air crews. 

Saturday's accident took 
. place near fee scene of a 
January 1994 crash when 
124 people aboard a 
Tupolev- 154 plane, as well 
as a farmer on fee ground, 
were killed. 

One of its engines caught 
fire minutes after taking 
off from Irkutsk on a flight 
to Moscow. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — With 
elections barely three months 
away, India's myriad political 
parties are exploring mar- 
riages of convenience in a bid 
to strike it rich at the polls. 

The country's thrw main 
power blocs are looking for 
new allies and alliances amid 
widespread fears that the fresh 
elections, due in Februaiy or 
March, will throw up another 
hung pariiament. 

Hindu nationalists, waiting 
in the wings to rule India, are 
scouting for regional partners 
who could give feem strength 
in areas where they have b^n 
unable to expand their influ- 
ence. 

The Congress 1, which 
looks bniis^ after toppling 
the coalition government of 
Prime Minister Inder Kumar 
(jujral, has ^dnually conceded 
that it needs crutches to fight 
the electoral battle. 

Mr. Gujral's centre-left 
United Front coalition also 
faces fissures. 

The new polls for the Indian 
pariiament were announced 


last week after Ml Gujral 
resigned on Nov. 28 when 
Congress took back support to 
his minority coalition it had 
propped up in April. 

'The BJP (Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party, Indian 
People's Party) wiD li^ new 
allies in a bid to grab a major- 
ity in parliament,", said G.V.L. 
Narasimha Rao. an election 
anolysL 

The BJP now has four 
regional friends. But they had 
oitiy 193 seats in the outgoing 
543-member parliamenL 

A party’ or an alliance needs 
to control just over half the 
bouse for a stable govern- 
ment. 

“In all probability there wiU 
be another hung f^ament.” 
election analyst Deepak 
Kumar told AFP. “All the par- 
ties know this. And they are 
I»«paring for the eventu^iy.” 

Saturday, the 112-year-old 
Congress, India's oldest party, 
said it favoured a broad secu- 
lar front to take on the BJP. 
which is tipped to be the ftont- 
runner in the polls. 


“If the secular forces are 
ready to co-ordinate with us. 
we would welcome it," Con- 
gress president Sharam Kesri 
said. 

Indian Defence Minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav. a key 
member of Mr. Gujral's Unit- 
ed Front, has already indiesu- 
ed he would join hands with 
the Congress in Uttar Pradesh, 
the country's most populous 
state. 

Mr. Yadav was once a bitrer 
Cbngiess enemy. A similar 
tie-up between the Congress 
and a former foe. L^oo 
PtOLsad Yadav, is likely in the 
neighbouring state of Bihar. 

In West Bengal, a populous 
(Communist citadel bordering 
Banglade.sh, one Congress 
sialwan has warned cif an 
unlikely alliance with Hindu 
nadcnalists to fight the Marx- 
ists. 

The BJP Ls otherwise con- 
sidered an ‘'untouchable" by 
both the Congress and United 
Front for pursuing an aggres- 
sive pro-Hindu and anti-Mus- 
lim agenda. 


A section of Gujral's Janata 
Dal (People’s Party'), howev- 
er, may soil with the BJP in 
the eastern state of Orissa to 
jointly take on the Congress. 

In fee country ‘.s deep south, 
two Tamil parties — both 
members of the United Front 
— may pan ways following 
differences over fee links of 
one wife Sri Lankan Tamil 
guerrillas. 

The conserx'ative AH India 
Muslim Conference could 
dump fee Congress, its tradi- 
tional partner in fee southern 
state of Kerala, and opt for a 
coalition led by Confununists. 

The Hindu militant Shiv 
Sena, which rules Bombay, 
will stick to its alliance wife 
fee BJP in western India, but 
battle it out against fee latter 
elsewhere in fee country. 

'These shifting alliances are 
the outcome of a desperate 
desire by people to retain their 
seats in parliamenL” said a 
Gujral supporter here. 

“At times, it looks as if peo- 
ple are motivated only by self- 
inteiesL not ideology." 
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Unity in the arena 

THE ISLAMIC summit conference opening in Tehran 
tomorrow is significant on more than one front. 
Against the backdrop o( rising Islamophobia, especial- 
ly in- the West, Musl&is face formidable challenges not 
only to their unity of purpose but also their identity 
and well-being. It must be admitted that Muslim 
extremists who turned violent in die pursuit of their 
goals have ^storted the humane image of Islam and 
helped set the stage for a new wave of anti-Islamic sen- 
timents. This is why the true identity and nature of 
Islam as a religion of peace, bumanitarianism and 
compassion need to be reasserted at the Tehran gath- 
ering The worid must no loiter view Islam as the lat- 
est ^reat to the so-called new world onier but rather 
as a driving force to cement solid global ties. But in 
order to achieve that, relations among the various 
Islamic countries should be examined and put on the 
right track. 

Repeated attests to forge a united front among the 
Muslim countries have unfortunately failed so far. 
Many of them are not only competing among them- 
selves for leadership and even hegemony, a number of 
them have been at war with one another. The summit 
must recognise that it is never enough to pay lip service 
to Islamic unity, but that the faith^ adherence to the 
true teachings of Islam is the only way to foi^ a unit- 
ed front for all Muslims, a front that is able to exert 
Itself on the international arena. 

A prime example why such a front is needed is the 
three Muslim states currently subjected to ^ most 
severe sanctions by the Unit^ Nations. Iraq, Libya 
and Sudan, intend^ to be an example for aU, are the 
target of a concerted effort to weaken the Arab Worid. 
Iran has also been regarded as a threat to '^world secu- 
rity* and is accused of attempting to develop weapons 
of mass destruction; an accusation that has proven to 
carry along with its rhetoric severe consequences. 

The major powers are effectively telling the w^er 
countries that only the members of the private chib of 
a select number of nations may have these terribie 
weapons in their arsenals. No Arab or Muslim country 
is allowed admission to this minority club, and as a 
result the club maintains an upper hand on world pol- 
itics especially the economy. 

The Tehran meeting should r^ect this double stan- 
dard in the most resolute way. 

On the domestic front, the acts of barbarism being 
perpetrated in Algeria mar the image of Islam and 
most be brought to an end. Algeria has rejected inters 
national intervention to find a solution to the daily 
atrocities beii^ committed, supposedly by the 
Islamists against their own people. This is where the 
Islamic coifference can make a daring effort to put an 
end to the bloodbath in the North African Mushm 
country. 

The Tehran meeting can establish respect worldwide 
by spealdng openly and affirmatively against human 
rights violations and in support of pluralistic democ- 
raxy. Ihe true colour of Islam can never shine bright- 
ly unless and until the Muslim countries endors. 
human r^hts and champion democracy. The Musli’n 
states must not be viewed as the bastions of totalite.i- 
anism or dictatorship. That is why the Tehran confer- 
ence has to speak out boldly in favour of human ri^ts 
and democracy as the number one priority' issue on its 
agenda. If and when such an agenda becomes the basis 
for Islamic unity, the Islamic Worid will become an 
important player in the international arena; a player 
that can protect its interests in an arena where the 
players are so few. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i's Toreq Ma.sorweh Sunday .said Baghdad is 
justified in stopping the export of its oil because very 
little of the income from its oil sales benefiLs the Iraqi 
people. Only four per cent of the value of the oil sales 
goes 10 the Iraqis while 30 per cent goes to the U.N. and 
the countries which clain^to have sustained losses as a 
result of the Gulf war. saia the writer. Even the liny por- 
tion of the oil sales desti/ied for the Ir^i people does 
not arrive in the form of food and medicine because the 
U.S. keeps delaying the shipments, Mosarweh said. He 
said what Iraq wants is a totd lifting of sanctions so that 
it can bring in the amounts of food and medicine which 
are really needed for the Iraqi people, many of whom 
continue to die from dLsease and hunger. The Arab 
countries hold the key to the problem and they ought to 
end the sanctions if they are really concerned about the 
fate of their Iraqi brothers and sisters as they have been 
claiming, Masarweh said. He said the Arab states 
should take joint decisions on ending unju.st embargoes, 
not only the one impost on Iraq but also those slapped 
on Libya and Sudan. 

Al Dustour's George Haddad said of Tuikeys new 
inva.sion of northern Iraq that Ankara is clearly paving 
the way for reaching the oil fields of the Arab country 
— on old dream of Turkish rulers. Ankara is claiming 
that 20.000 troops are needed to .stem further Kurdish 
rebel attacks on Turki.sh territory but in reality the Turks 
have other designs, the writer said, they sum al occupy- 
ing large portions of Iraq including that country's oil 
fields with backing from Israel and the U.S.. charged 
the writer. In fact, he said. Turkey is following in the 
footsteps of Israel which continues to occupy parts of 
Syria, and Lebanon under the pretext of ensuring secu- 
rity’. Ankara, through the repeated attacks inside Iraq, is 
nying to create a self-declared security zone, following 
Israel's example in southern Lebanon according to the 
writer, who added that that will be the first step towards 
consecrating their efforts to achieve permanent occupa- 
tion of parts of the Arab lands. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


A case of methodology 


THE RECENT wrangle over the 
unemployment survey conducted by 
the Centre for Strategic Studies 
(CSS) of the University of Jordan 
has focused on the significant vari- 
ance beiw'eeo the findings of the sur- 
vey and that of the govemmenL The 
CSS study estimated the unemploy- 
ment rate for 1996 at 27 per cent 
while the official estimate of the 
government was 15 per cent Of 
course the debate focused on 
methodology and consistency 
between Ihe methods of the 
Department of Statistics and the 
CSS. The CSS asserted that it 
employed the standards of the 
International Labour Organisation. 
Thus, the debate shifted to credibili- 
ty. not consistency. 

Unfortunately, the press published 
brief summaries of the survey results 
with little reference to methodology. 
The tidbits that surfaced in the 
media, and which I could gather, 
stated that the unemployment rate of 
the survey was based on a sample of 
people aged between 15 and 64 
years instead of the 1 8-60 age group 
that is usually sampled by the 
Department of Statistics, and that 
people were asked if they had been 
unemployed the day before the sur- 
vey, which is rather strange (I do not 
know the period questioned by the 
Department of Statistics, however, it 
is most likely different from this 
extremely short-period). In effect the 
CSS by choosing a 15-64 population 
increased the population of the sam- 
ple. especially at the extremes where 
unemployment is highest. People 
who are very young (15 years of 
age) are less skilled and. hence, 
more likely to be unemployed than 
those who are 18 years old because 
the latter would have more human 
capital (training). Of course, people 
who are over w years old may suf- 
fer more discrimination on the job, 
and do exceed the eligibility retire- 
ment age in Jordan of 60. Therefore, 
they would be more likely to be 


unemployed. Based on the differ- 
ence in selecting the age groups 
alone, one can d^etermine that the 
metiu^s used in deriving the gov- 
ernment and survey figures differed 
and hence the .survey results cannot 
be compared — comparing both fig- 
ures would be. from the statistical 
point of view, like comparing iq)ples 
and oranges because they use two 
different populations in tteir calcu- 
lations. (Just to complicate the mat- 
ter further, a recent study that was 
conducted by the Department of 
Statistics in cooperation with the 
International Centre for Social and 
Applied Studies and Research, 
Internationa] Development Research 
of Canada and UNICEF used a sam- 
ple of people between the ages 15- 
75). 

Estimating unemployment rates 
can be a risky business because of 
political ramifications and because 
of the dissimilar methods by which 
they are calculated in difierent coun- 
tries. Id many European countries 
people are not counted as unem- 
ployed until they actually visit wel- 
fare departments to collect their 
unemployment checks. There is a 
danger with this method in that some 
people may have an aversion to 
being on welfare and not show up to 
collect their checks, and as a result 
they may not be counted as unem- 
ployed, thereby causing the unem- 
ployment rate to be understated. In 
the U.S. the number of unemployed 
is determined by the Bureau of 
Labour Statistics (BLS) using a sur- 
vey covering approximately 55.800 
households in 1973 counties and 
independent cities. To maintain con- 
sistency. the survey covets the week 
containing the 1 2th day of the 
month, l^e unemployment rate is 
released during the first week of the 
following month. As a result of these 
surveys people are classified into 
one of thTM groups: employed, 
unemployed and not in the It^ur 
force. 


Tf a person is interviewed by the 
Census Bureau he/shc would have 
been asked the following questions: 

“During the week of ihe 12th 
through the 18th, 

1 . Did you work at least one hour 
for pay or profit? 

2. Did you work more than 15 
hours for no pay in a family busi- 
nes.s? 

3. Did you have a job or business, 
hut did not report to work becau.se of 
illness, weather, labour dispuic.s, 
vacation, or other personal reasonsT* 

If the an.swer wa.s yes to any of the 
above questions then the ^rson 
would have been considered 
employed. If the person answered 
“no'* to all the above, iwo more 
questions are asked: 

“Did you make specific efforts to 
find a job during the past month? 
Were you available for woric this 
week (the week of the 1 3th through 
the 18th')?" 

If the answers to both the questions 
were “yes," the interviewed would 
be considered unemployed. 
Otherwise, the person would be clas- 
sified as u discouraged worker and 
would be dropped from the labour 
force (the labour force consi.sts of all 
civilians, aged 16 years and older, 
who ore not ret'ired or institution- 
alised and who are either employed 
or actively looking and available for 
work). 

For the sake of finding something 
as important us the unemployment 
rate, the method utilised by the CSS 
or the Department of Statistics or 
any other enterprise for that matter 
must be consistent with each other 
and be consistent over the historical 
record. Methodology, for that very 
reason, credits or discredits the find- 
ings of the best intentioned models. 
In a small country like Jordan, and 
given available resources, highly 
accurate and unified estimates con 
be obtained for the benefit of the 
whole. 


For Russians, Iraq and Iran aren’t the problem 


'MOSCOW — Sometimes 
you can tell a lot about a 
country by what is on the 
front pages of its newspa- 
pers. Sometimes you can 
tell even more by what is on 
the back. 

Here is back-page news: 
The pilots of a helicopter 
based in Yessentuki, in 
southern Russia, had not 
been paid for so many 
months that on Nov. 22 they 
flew their chopper to a 
secluded spot and hid iL 
They said they would return 
it only when they received 
their back pay. 

Or this: Employees of the 
Ministry of Atomic Energy, 
the folks responsible for 
maintaining nuclear war- 
heads. have not been paid in 
10 weeks. 

Discovering what is back- 
page news in RuLssia helps 
one belter understand 
(although not accept) why 
Russia responds differently 
than America to the 
prcspects of Iran or Iraq 
acquiring weapons of mass 
destruction. To put it sim- 
ply: Russia is otherwise 
engaged. 

It is hard to worry about 
Iraq’s weapons whm your 
nuclear employees are 
going unpaid and crews are 
hiding their helid^ers. As 
the Washington Post 
Moscow coirespondent 
David Hoffman rein^ed to 
me. “Russia today is like a 
blender with the top off and 
the motor running." W’e 
want them to just flip a 
switch and stop everything 
from spewing out but it's 
not so easy. 

America and Russia today 
are in differeot worlds, and 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


that is new. 

During the cold war, 
America and Russia were 
playing on the same global 
chessboard, with the same 
pieces, nuclear weapons, 
and with the same .stakes, 
global control. They took 
eveiy regional crisis equally 
seriously. 

With the end of the cold 
war, two changes have 
occurred. FirsL the balance 
of power between the 
Unit^ Slates and Russia is 
no longer measured by 
nukes alone but by econom- 
ic and technological 
strengths, in which the 
United States is for. far 
superior. Rus.sia is still in its 
Wild Bill p^ase and 
America is in its Bill Gates 
phase. 

Iraq and Iran fn* America 


Vyacheslav Mikonov, 
“Russia simply does not 
consider Iranian Muslim 
fundamentalists (he worst 
thing in the world." 

For Russia, the Saudi fun- 
damentalists ore worse 
because the Saudis support- 
ed the Oiechen separatists. 

For Russia, the second 
w'orsi arc the Talebun funda- 
mentalists in Afghanistan. 
Since the Iranians oppo.se 
both the Saudi.s and 

Talebun. they are good for 
Russia. 

Also, in the dispute over 
how Ca.spian Sea oil will be 
divided. Iran is allied with 
Russia and Turkmenistan, 
against Azerbaijan and 

Kazakhstan. 

The fact that the Russiaas 
ore not with America 100 
per cent does not mean they 


. . .in managing relations 
with Russia there will be 
areas of overlap and areas 
of discord. 


are twin evils. Fcm- Russia 
they are sources of back 
pay. Iraq owes Russia S7 
billioD. 

Second, the United States 
and Russia today arc no 
longer playing on the same 
global chessboard. They are 
each playing on many dif- 
ferent chessboards. Some 
cis'eriap. some do not. Fes’ 
uLstance. says the Russian 
foreign policy expert 


are against America 1 00 pur 
cent. This is nut the return 
of the cold WOT. It is the 
c.ssence of the post-cold 
war. That is why we get 
these ambiguous outcomes: 
Rus.sia persuades Stuldum 
HuS,sein to let the U.N. 
weapons inspectors bock in. 
but only to hasten the day 
when the sanctions can he 
lifted and Russia gets paid. 

To understand this is not 


to excuse it. Indeed, the 
United States must hold 
Russia's feet to the fire, 
without mercy, when it 
comes to preventing Iraq or 
Iran from acquiring nukes. I 
don't care what Russia's 
unique imere.sts are. Thi.s is 
a global interest. 

To understand this, 
though, is to appreciate that 
in managing relations with 
Rus.sia there will be area.s of 
overlap and ureas of di.s- 
cord. And those overlaps 
and discords will be driven 
not by ideological competi- 
tion, as in the cold war. but 
by differences in geography, 
history and income. 

The Cold Warriors who 
want to treat Russia us 
though it is .still and wilt 
always be an irredeemable 
foe will be blind to the 
potential benefits of work- 
ing with Russia in some 
ureas. Russophilcs who 
want to treat Russia as a fel- 
low Western democracy 
will be blind to the dangers 
inherent in Russia's very 
different circumstances. 

As the Johns Hopkins for- 
eign policy expert Michael 
Mandelbaum points out, 
Ru.ssia and China are now 
the s:unc problem — two 
piVii-Communi.st powers 
with (heir own regional 
interests, some of which 
overlap with America's, 
others of which conflict, 
Tlic only way to manage 
both is by building bridges 
where possible and drawing 
red lines where necessary. 

Internatinnal Herald Tribune 


Human Rights File 


A vote to ratify 


To the Editor: 

IT SEEMS that there U a fluny of aetirities at the moment 
reganfing refugee law. I believe Ihtf the time is ripe m raise the 
issue of Jcxd^'s ratification of the relevant intemadonal 
instruments concerning refugees. Specifically, I have in mind 
the 1951 Genera Convention and its 1967 Protocol. 

Hie reasons for such ratification are multiple. They include 
domestic, international and humanitarian concerns. 

Domestically. Jordaniw society is in the process of moving 
from the rule of whim and political expedience to the rule 
law. One of the main features of the rale of law Ls predictabil- 
ity based on binding, definable sets of legal principles. In other 
w(»ds, legal status and cntitloiieats. under the rule of law 
model, should be rule bounded: they dtould be predictable and 
attaniabie upon the satisfaction of certain legal criieria with no 
further scope of (fiscrction by the decision maker. In the case 
of the refiigees covered by the CoBVeodm) /who. iociden- 


tally, do not include Palestinian refugees), this means a right to 
refugee statu.'; based on meeting the set definition of ‘well- 
funded f<w of peiMxution for reasons of race, nationality, reli- 
gion, politictil opinion or memberihip of a particular social 
group.' While Jordanian past experience does, indeed, show 
’continued endeavours luwanls hosiing refugees and providing 
essential setvlees over the past dccade.s.' this is not enough to 
meet the ‘ptedict^lity* test of the rale of law. Past practice is 
no substitute to rights enshrined in law. Furthermore, since the 
rale of law is irwiivisable. lailurc to achieve it In any area 
refugees included, would jeopardise the whole process 
InieraatioT^ly speaking, the '5! Convention is an essential 
pillar of the international huniunttarian regime. It is already rat- 
ified by more than 130 slates. Many of its rules, such as the non- 
refMlcnKiit itfimiplc. are already binding on Jordan as custom- 

Piwition. rcmarkablv ihreuah (he 
oS HRH hince Havsan. a& un advocate of further 
h PiWW W H m of me imernational regime is unfortunately vreak- 


Convention. Ratifi«iion of 
Ihai Jordan is 

na h >nicrnational will, and that Its lead- 

ing humanitanan position is not compromised on techniwii- 

‘T'- »'“"“niiarian considerations- 

with i' ptn*^s*e purpose of rcpiacinc ‘compa.'^siot* 

viilin. H These conventions are aimed a pfO" 
recognises the specific vulnerabilities of refuses There «s 

solely under'ihc gewf 
ic ^ "light lead to disregard to Uicir spertf* 

W lake the step of fof- 

Ghaitb AJ-Omari 
Wol&on Collef* 

Unfreraity of Oxford 


The right to food 
gaining wider recognition 

By Waleed M- Sadi 

THE U.N. Committee on Economic. Social and Cultural 
Rights (CESCR) had an occasion during its current res- 
sion in Geneva to dl.scu.ss the so-called nghi to food The 
U.N. human rights community ha.s been pushing tor inter- 
national recognition of this right as a sep^te and distinct 
right that can stand on its own merits. The Intemauonal 
Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights deals 
with the right to food under the umbrella subject of ade- 
quate standard of living as outlined in Article II of the 

Til! this moment in time, the nght to food has been 
examined and dealt with in the context of other related 
rights such as the right to life, to work, to housing, to 
health, etc. In a way that would be the proper manner of 
discussing the right to food since it cannot be functional- 
ly separated from other related human rights. Yet the U.N. 
Sub-commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities, an auxiliary body of the U.N. 
Conimi.ssion on Human Right.s, has designated a special 
rapporteur to elaborate and amplify the right to fo<^ as a 
distinct right that deserves special recognition and imple- 
mentation. 

For starters. The human rights experts who spoke on ffle 
subject were unsure what basket of basic foods the "riglii 
to food" would address. There are cultural differences 
between peoples on what constitutes a basic staple of 
food. When this criteria can be agreed upon, the legisl^ 
live context of the right to food will also require addi- 
tional reflection. There were voices that ^sened that 
there .should be a legal recognition of the right to food. 
Others replied that the mere mention of the right to 
as a legally enforceable right, would imply an obligation 
on the state to provide food. 

At this juncture the addition of the element of "duty" 
was sugge.sied as another dimension to the equation. By 
that it meant that the people in question seeking the 
enjoyment of the right to food also have a duty to feed 
themselves according to their means. For those who are 
too poor, however, the state would be obligated to make 
basic food items available to them at no cost. For those 
people who are poverty-.stricken or living below the 
poverty line, there would be no escape from the conclu- 
sion that food subsidies would become nece.ssory. In ibis 
context. It was pointed out that the current policy of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is to convince states 
to phase out food subsidies altogether even when poverty 
and unemployment are rampant in the country. This rang 
a bell since we in Jordan had experienced a similar IMF 
request that resulted in riots in the southern parts of the 
countty. 

If on the other hand this right to food is pushed to its 
logical conclusion, there is no escape from a collision 
course between the U.N. human rights community and 
IMF on food subsidies. As u maner of fact the kind of free 
market economy that countries are encouraged to adopt 
runs counter to the thrust of newly developed hunilin 
rights jurisprudence. The right to food could be just one 
example where there coiild be clash between two per- 
spectives, one that chinks in terms of raw economic fac- 
tors and Che other which advocates human development 
with a human face. 

We have seen such a clash at the Kyoto conference on 
global worming where the voice.s of commerce and trade 
within Washinpon have triumphed over those who want- 
ed to give the highe.«:t priority to global environment. The 
U.S. delegation had candidly made an argument contend- 
ing that phasing out fossil Kiel would hurt the U.S. econ- 
omy. In other words, never mind polluting the air, water 
and space on planet Earth even to the point of no return 
as long 0.S the immediate bu.<:iness concerns are meL 
The right to food cannot be separated from environ- 
mental control because at the rate we are all destroying 
the eco-system <m Earth, there will be no room to recog- 
nise the right to food much less to enforce It. The greeri- 
houre ga.scs that are constantly omitted by industries, 
vehicles and the like will make sure that most human 
rights including the right tn fiviid would be rendered aca- 
demic at the end of the tunnel. 

The relevant article in the covenant is of course Article 
1 1 which reads us foilows: ‘The states' parties to the pre- 
sent ens'enant recognise the richt of everyone to un ade- 
quate .standard of living for himself and his familv. 
including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the 
continuous improvement of living conditions. The slates' 
parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realisation 
of this right...." 

second paragraph of this provision .stipulate.^ that 
The states parties to the present covenanL recognising 
the fundamental right of everyone to be free from 
hui^er.... Needless to add that slates' parties such a.s 
Jordan arc obligated under Article 2 to begin immcdiaie- 
ly to t^e mpiure.s towards the foil enjovmeni by even - 
one of all the rights in the covenant by all appropriaW 
means, including the adoption of legislative measures. H 
would be interesting to try to reconcile the decision of our 
own government to lift food subsidies with this require- 
rnent under the covenant. Even more vexing is the issue 
ol economic sections against such countriw as Iraq and 
Libya and their negative effect on the realisation of the 
right to food. But as the Australian chairman of the 
Committee on the Covenant has aptly observed recently. 

Security Council or the 
?n Jifr pujposely forgetful of their obligations 

under the TOvenant. The effective remedy for ail the.'« 
^lonu Md international omissions is to keep reminding 

hf ®W!£atton.s with the hope 8iat one day 

the message will soak in al least 




i 


Jordan Times, Monday, December 8, 1997 



By Richard Turner 

WE VISITED the new 
Earthquake Centre near 
Eighth Circle. Its location 
in the basement of the 
new block at the National 
Resource Centre is an 
improvement; when it 
was on the top floor over 
the geological museum, 
the seismographs picked 
up the nimble of loaded 
lorries on the road to 
Wadi Seer. Staff extended 
their usual friendly wel- 
come for what has 
become an annual visit for 
International Baccalaure- 
ate School students study- 
ing . hazards as part of 
their geography pro- 
gramme. E;^quakes cer- 
tainly pose a hazard, 
though not as much as 
many fear. 

Jordan lies on one side 
of the Rift Valley. Our 
main movement is north- 
wards as convection cur- 
rents beneath Arabia carry 
us away from Somalia. 
The Red Sea too is split- 
ting. pushing Arabia away 
from Africa, making the 
final direction north- 
Doith-east. This bumps us 
along the rift with Pales- 
tine. Though the move- 
ment is usually smooth, 
should the Arabian ‘plate* 
stick, sudden release of 
tension causes an earth- 
quake, we were told. 

Our last serious one was 
in November 1995! 

Remember it well as we’d 
been visiting the Centre 
_ Jordan S^eismological 
Observatory, to give it the 
official title, but wbo can 
pronounce or spell that? 
— returned to school to 
report no tremors then, 
next day, bang! Somehow 
the Geography Dept, 

always gets blamed for 
diese things. 

Last year's visit proved 
equally exciting. Just as 


Earthquake drills: A precaution for all 


we were leaving, I sug- 
gested we check the seis- 
mographs again when 
suddenly P and S waves 
shuddered across the 
drums. I expected all hell 
to break loose — alarms, 
telephones, civil defence 
calls — but the experts 
stayed calm: It was only 
4.S on the Richter Scale 
so nothing to worry about. 
Good, in fact, for pressure 
build-up was being 
released. 

Small though it was. 
that earthquake stimulat- 
ed Grade 11 geographers 
to plan a school earth- 
quake drill. We studied 
the civil defence's 
instructions of 13/10/93, 
checked newspaper 
reports of Nuweiba which 
showed that half the 
deaths there were pre- 
ventable and found Japan- 
ese drill instructions to 
compare with Jordanian 
ones, then planned our 
campaign. The students 
decided what to tell their 
colleagues, felt that a full 
assembly would be too 
impersonal so visited 
tutor rooms explaining the 
need to know and what 
precautions should be 
taken, and that they would 
conduct a drill later in the 
week. 

Just before the appoint- 
ed hour, the students took 
up monitoring positions in 
corridors to record what 
happened when the alarm 
bell (earthquake) sound- 
ed. They reported most 
students diving under 
desks (to avoid falling 
glass, ceiling tiles, cables, 
etc.) and teachers in door- 
ways (Strong structures 
from which to control 
movement of students). 
Slow reactions and no 
reactions, disorders and 
ignorance were also 
recorded and a report sent 
to senior administrators. 


We didn't evacuate the 
school as we practise fire 
drills regularly, so the 
whole life-saving exercise 
lasted about 5 minutes. 
Having repeated it in 3 
successive years, 1 doubt 
if any student will leap 
from an upper floor, rush 
screaming into a corridor, 
fall in a crush at the foot 
of some stairs or be cut by 
flying glass if and when 
the big one strikes. 

The year 1927 brought 
our last serious eanh- 
quake, when maybe 600 
of the 250,000 population 
died. Their rigid and 
weak-structured buildings 
collapsed, killing many 
occupants, panic set in. 
emergency senices were 
primitive, but plague and 
starvation did not follow. 
Our students wonder if. in 
our large and complex 
society, we'll do better 
when the next big one 
occurs. Are all schools 
educating their students 
about the earthquake haz- 
ard? Do offices and facto- 
ries reinforce school drills 
with annual practices of 
their own? Are our emer- 
gency services prepared 
for disaster in cities the 
size and complexity of 
modem Amman, Zarqa 
and Irbid? Will our water 
pipelines fracture leaving 
firemen unable to put out 
fires like those which 
destroyed San Francisco 
in 1906 and Kobe in Janu- 
ary 1995? Are less stable 
areas avoided by builders 
in Jordan? Will the steel 
rods allow the pillars 
which hold our buildings 
up to flex? Will the lime- 
stone cladding stuck onto 
most new buildings sim- 
ply fall off. like my bath- 
room tiles, killing people 
in the streets and blocking 
them with debris? 

We hope so. Meanwhile 
our students are learning 


Survival? 


Chances cf an ear.hquake c*n bs increas-iri by tskjng- precau'Icr.s. 


Need rcrsn-etce’^cy, psik: 

iSC'.a - c^.nrerJ fucri ' 

i>.i; - blankets 

- col! led w.-5 Rr zu: ro ne•.c^cs 


— vcic fis/svy 
r.ig.h s-:elvss. 


I hc^YY ccw'^e.'; 

'.o i:ccr. 




lYYl 









f , Sl£V iridoors. T!-ers :s 

1 sarger in the st.'eet 

:rorn falling cfijecin, 


uh"c 3 r"a\ .r 

‘‘f.ible oi bet?. ■ ~:T «"• ’ ' 






a \ 

^ O 








ir.sar-e bujsdlngs ■>.$, cfrice 
clocks) avsirt elc'r/vnys. The 
dar^ger of crushing la great sr 
:piari l^e ean.-:qtja.k6 c;s.*.g6r. 








T-tp cfl C^eck 

crote.T pi'res .'css, 
'wEteri, eiecircity 
m&ns ard for dancer 
of^ire. 














about the need for precuu- ing from their peers who and monitor dissemina- schools are doing their bit t's ui thf Amman Buc- 

tions and being condi- themselves are research- tion of information, and to too. caluiirt-att' Sdnutl. He 

lioned to make safe ing the need and the reac- report and evaluate the The wriien an ex-principal conirihnttJ ihe olutvc arii- 

responses. They're leam- tions. how to plan, present outcome. We hope other of a British school, teach- do to the JonJan Tima. 


Automobiles: The more things 
change, the more they stay the same 


By Raja Gargour 

THROUGH THE clas- 
sic automotive busi- 
ness, I learnt a long 
time ago that there is 
very ifltle new under 
the sun when it comes 
to automobile 

mechanicals. 

For example, if you 
own a brand new 
state-of-the-art-aero- 
dynamically shaped 
car with a super- 
charged twin cam 
engine, with front 
wheel or 4 wheel 
drive, and possibly a 
four-wheel steering, 
you may be surprised 
to learn that all these 
concepts are as old as 
your Great Grandfa- 
ther. 

Let's begin with the 
engine: Your latest 

model twin overhead- 
cam engine was first 
designed and built by 
Peugeot in... 1912! 

Winning a few early 
races, the Peugeot 
design was slowly 
copied by numerous 
makers including 
Bentley and eventual- 
ly just about every 
carmaker in the world. 

Four-wheel drive? 
Many- of the popular 
sport utility vehicles 
running around over 
pavement and dirt 
roads have 4x4 sys- 
tems. Well, this idea 
was originally u pro- 
duced in — of all 
places — Holland in 
1902! The Dutch 
Spyker car not only 
had four-wheel drive, 
but was also the first 
car with a 6-cylinder 
engine and four-wheel 
brakes. 

That's produced, and 
not invented. 

Four-wheel drive 
was really pioneered 
way before then, in 
the 1820s on steam 
coaches. 

Front-wheel drive? 
This idea .originated 
by the horse- and cart. 

The horse pulls the 


cart and does not push 
it. A number of front- 
wheel drive motorcy- 
cles were made in the 
1890s, and by 1920 
the English Alvis and 
Tracta cars were 
front-wheel drive 
models. 

Miller and Cord of 
the United States 
made incredible 

strides in the 1920s to 
make the system 
work, followed by 
Citroen of France with 
their “Traction Avant" 
model, and in the six- 
ties, the ultra-success- 
ful Mini. Nowadays, 
most Japanese and 
small European cars 
are front-w'heel drive. 

O.K., so how about 
supercharging (artifi- 
cially pressing air into 
the engine)? The idea 
surfaced as far back as 
1901 and was made 
effective in 1909! 

World War I perfect- 
ed the concept on 
aeroplane engines, 
and by the 1920s all 
racing cars were 
supercharged, starting 
with Mercedes-Benz. 

If you think four- 
wheel steering is defi- 
nitely high-tech, sorry 
to disappoint you 
again. This time it was 
1925, when a certain 
Pietro Amati (never 
heard of since) made a 
car with four-wheel 
steering which 

immensely improved 
maneuverability. 

You might logically 
think that aerodynam- 
ic design was invented 
in the wind tunnel, but 
here again, it was men 
with strong beliefs 
that made all the dif- 
ference: Camille Jen- 
tazy designed an elec- 
tric streamlined car in 
1899 and broke the 
speed record at 108 
Kph! 

However it was only 
until 193S that Mr. 
Kamm designed the 
first practical aerody- 
namically shaped 


salon car, and the 
whole world fol- 
lowed. 

So as you see, none 
of these ideas are 
new. Nonetheless, it 
is the advancement in 
materials and elec- 
tronics that allow 
today's cars to reli- 
ably incorporate the 
great inventions of 
the past. 

The writer is a clas- 
sic car consultant in 
Amman. He con- 
tributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. 
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Ministry of Finance clarifies 
procedures for payments 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Finance Sunday 
denied reports in the local 
press about its failure to set- 
tle dues of various govern- 
ment deportments which, 
according lo these reports, 
have disrupted the arrival of 
supplies to these depart- 
ments. 

The Ministry of Finance is 
committed to carrying out 
its public services and at the 
same time maintaining con- 
trol over public funtb and 
monitoring expenditure in 
line with the provisions of 
the fiscal budgets, a ministry 
spokesman stressed 

Reports and editorial 
columnists in the local press 
have recendy reported that 
the Ministry of Finance’s 
failure to pay the bills of 
some government depart- 


ments has resulted in com- 
plaints from these institu- 
tions of not receiving fuel, 
water and electricity or hos- 
pitals becoming short of 
medical supplies. 

To clarify the confusion 
about this issue .the 

spokesman outlined the fol- 
lowing points: 

1- The Ministry of 

Hnance is committed to 

implementing the 1997 fiscal 
budget law which provides 
for the way expendture is 
done by the concerned 
departments. 

2- The Ministry of 

Finance always insists that 
government departments be 
committed to spending from 
their respective revenues 
and allocations, 

3- Some government 
departments have been 


found to be using their allo- 
cated funds for water, elec- 
tricity , telephone and travel 
expenses for purposes other 
than what have b^ allocat- 
ed for originally. 

4- Many government 
departments have now set- 
tle their bills afrer the Min- 
istry of Rnance has reiterat- 
ed that instructions about 
the expenditure be respected 

5- As to the purchases of 
medicine and medical 
equipment, this is the con- 
cern of the health insurance 
fund wluch operates from an 
independent budget 

The spokesman said that 
the Finance Ministry is 
determined to cooperate 
with the various govern- 
ment departments to help 
them avoid overspending. 


IMF races to fund S. Korea 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has pushed South 
Korea onto a new economic 
track with its S57 billion res- 
cue plan, racing against the 
clock to prevent Seoul foiling 
into default 

But the coming weeks will 
tell whether and how fast the 
deal will work. If all goes well 
Seoul will be SI 1 billion bet- 
ter off by the middle of next 
month, although it must agree 
painful changes to the way it 
tuns its once-booming econo- 
my. 

If things go badly, from the 
international point of view, 
Asia’s stubborn financial cri- 
sis could get even worse, 
spreading its tentacles to other 
countries in Asia and beyond. 

Countries as far away as 
Russia and Brazil have 
already suffered from the 
Asian fallouL Russia is seek- 
ing help from commercial 
banks to bail out its shaky 
economy. Brazil staved off 


the speculators for now with a 

tough programme of reforms. 

‘Th^ were difficult nego- 
tiations as the programme 
required a quantum leap in 
policies," IMF Rrst Deputy 
Mana^g rirecior Stanley 
FisebCT told a news confer- 
ence last Friday after the fund 
approved its S21 billion shore 
of the record breakiDg South 
Korean deal. 

‘The drama of these negoti- 
ations resulted from the t^i- 
sation about the alanning 
state of foreign reserves... 
when we were invited in, 
Korea was possibly 10 days 
away from a financial cata- 
strophe." 

The deal was signed, sealed 
and ti)e money delivered in 
record time, and the IMF 
board met into the night lust 
Thursday to decide whether 
to approve the loan. 

Sewl has already received a 
fiist payment of SS.6 billion 
and a further S3.6 billion will 
be made available from Dec. 


Malaysia announces emergency measures 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— TTte Malaysian govern- 
ment has announced emer- 
gency economic measures 
to deal with the collapse of 
its currency and equity 
markets while slashing its 
growth forecast for the 
coming year. 

Finance Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim said the measures 
were endorsed at a cabinet 
meeting and were particu- 
larly aimed at addressing 
problems in the private sec- 
tor resulting from the rapid 
growth of credit. 

“Now the decision should 
be economic. We have to 
deal with the political and 
social problems later." he 
told reporters. "We don’t 
have a choice and we have 
to take these tough mea- 
sures to help ourselves 
boost the economy. These 
niea.sures will allow us to 
bring back confidence." 

Financial markets imme- 
diately cheered the news, 
with the Malaysian curren- 
cy jumping to 3.7200 ring- 
git within minutes of t& 


announcement, up from 
3.77(X) shortly before and a 
new all-time low of 3.8650 
ringgit earlier in the day. 

Traders said there were 
rumours of Bank Negara 
Malaysia intervention 
although dealers in Sii^- 
pore said the central buik 
was only checking rates. 

Local share prices also 
rose following news of die 
announcement which came 
an hour before the market’s 
close. 

A dealer at a local broker- 
age said many were 
relieved that International 
Monetaiy Fund (IMF) help 
had not been sought by 
Malaysia following simil^ 
moves by Thailand. 
Indonesia and South Korea 
following the col^se of 
regional cuirencies in 
recent months. 

"Obviously we will have 
to undergo a period of slow- 
down before things get on 
track again." he added 

Malaysia's gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) is now 
expected to grow by no 
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more than 5.0 per cent in 
the coming year, down frt>m 
the September budget fore- 
cast of seven per cent, 
Anwar said. For this year, 
GDP growth is forecast to 
expand by 7.5 per cent to 
7.7 per cent, dovm from 8.0 
per cent as predicted. 

Mr. Anwar, who is also 
deputy prime minister, said 
that government spending 
would be subjected to 
"more major cuts across the 
board*’ as revenues would 
be "drastically reduced" as 
a result of the sharp eco- 
nomic slowdown next year. 

He also said that bank 
leading to the construction 
sector would be frozen, 
with the exception of low to 
medium-cost housing, with 
banks required to channel 
loans to the more produc- 
tive areas of the economy. 

Mr. Anwar added that 
Bank Negara had already 
"reprimanded severtti 
banks" for certain lending 
activities and that central 
bank Governor Ahmad 
Mohamad Don held a meet- 
ing with commercial banks 
last week. 

The downward revisions 
in Malaysia's GDP growth 
forecasts follow economic 
data in November which 


showed the economy had 
begun to "slide" in contrast 
to September and October 
when the government was 
"still confident," he said. 

Mr. Anwar said there was 
"no question of bailouts" 
for any corporate group 
and that au^orities would 
even allow insolvencies 
among frnancial institu- 
tions. 

"I have sympathy," the 
finance minister said. "I 
don’t want to see these 
^ys go bankiupL But there 
is a limiL" 

He admitted that securi- 
ties companies "do have 
problems" but said the cen- 
tral bank was "still confi- 
dent" about the financial 
position of banks. 

The finance minister said 
he would also issue a “cla^ 
ificatioa" on reported 
remaits by Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, which 
spooked foreign exchange 
markets and sent the ringgit 
tumbling to new all-time 
lows recently. 

Mr. Anwar said the pro- 
posed S2.7 billion "land 
bridge" linking northern 
Malaysia, southern Thai- 
land and the island of 
Langkawi would be 
deferred although a related 


gas pipeline project with 
Thailand was likely to pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. Mahathir reportedly 
has said the project would 
go ahead despite the ring- 
git’s recent depreciation 
wluch has cau^ many 
other projects to be 
deferred. Although he did 
not say when the projea 
would proceed, the reports 
sent the ringgit into a tail- 
spin and a new low of 3.73 
to the dollar. 

Mr. Anwar said that 
unlike Thailand and 
Indonesia, the employment 
outlook remained bright in 
Malaysia and that any 
workers retrenched would 
be “redeployed" to the plan- 
tation sector where li^ur 
shortages are still acute. 

■ "We will continue to have 
full employment," he said. 
Mr. Anwar added, howev- 
er, that tiu: government 
would be "very tough" with 
illegal workers and was 
already discussing the issue 
with Indonesia where most 
illegal woiicers are from. 

But foreign workers legal- 
ly residing in Malaysia will 
redeployed to other sec- 
tors if they lose their jobs, 
he said. 


18. after a first review of the 
economic reform prognimme 
agreed with the IMF. A sec- 
ond review follows on Jan. 8 
and another S2 billion could 
then be handed over. 

But the picture is clouded 
by doubts about whether 
South Korea’s powerful trade 
union movement will accept 
the painlli] changes the gov- 
ernment says it will make and 
about what will happen after 
South Korea's presidential 
election on Dec. 18 — the day 
for the firai review. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus, who par- 
ticipated in some of the long 
negotiating scs.<;ions in Seoul, 
nxk. the unusuiti step of ask- 
ing candidates in the poll to 
declare their backing for the 
IMF reform programme. 

"This is a complicated 
issue. We arc initiating the 
largest programme in our his- 
tory two weeks before a pres- 
idential election," Mr. Fi.scher 
said. 

"The needs of Korea were 
extraordinoiy and it means 
that disbur^ments will be 
mode in a period of a month 
that are bigger than most any 
other programme we have 
ever had. It was therefore 
essential that the managing 
dircaor could be able to 
assure the board that the pro- 
gramme would be carried out. 
We needed assurances that the 
programme would be sup- 
ported by whoever was in the 
govemmenL" 

South Korea, the world's 
1 1 th laigest economy, wa.s the 
fourth Asian tiger economy to 
turn to the IMF to help it 
recover from a crisis of confi- 
dence and a crisis in an over- 
extended banking sector. A 
short-term debt crisis had 
rai.sed the specter of default 

Seoul's promises to the IMF 
are concentrated on financial 
sector reforms and promises 
to allow foreign investors to 
take larger stal^ in domestic 
firms and local markets. A 
final timetable is not ready 
yeu but Mr. Ftschcr said tins 
would be worked out over the 
coming weeks. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said on Friday that the 
intemational response to the 
Asian crises hod been appro- 
priate. "They have hit a rough 
patch, but the underlying 
potential for production in 
Asia is enormous." he said. 


Chantilly Chocolatier soon in the market 

CHANTILLY’ CHOCOLATIER have signed a franchise agiee- 
meni nith Golden Ribbon Company represenled by Mr. Ihab 
Amori and Mr. Rajai Mset.^, m^ing Golden Ribbon the sole 
representative for Chantilly Chocolatier in Jordan. 

Chantilly Chocolatier \^ill be opening at Deir Ghbor before 
Christmas & Ramadan. Its advertising campaign will be han- 
dled by STYLE Advertising Agency. 


PROVOCATIVELY 

l 2 xccpli(')nal character. 


DAIAM 

J c u c 1 i c : 


Amra Forum Hotei Shops. 
Amman. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert waiiams 


TlQPiaeHeMUani 


ACROSS 

1 Relative through 
marriage 

6 Catherine oi 
CNN 

11 Knight’S title 

14 In that place 

15 Audier)ce divkier 

16 In favor 

17 Depiction of 
humanity 

19 Talkie tunes 

20 Head-to-head 
competitlorts 

21 vary 

23 Low-to-the- 
ground hourKis 

27 Torched 

2SHaKdentiNes 

29 Monotonous 

31 Stirs up 

32 Dutch flower 

33 Open receptacle 

36 _ot Orleans 

37 Oregon's capital 

38 Columr^ 
Bombeek 

39 Diligeni insect 

40 Casals's 
instnjment 

41 Reflected light 

42 Fishy team of the 
NHL 

44 Prescr4>tk)n hfb 

45 Tbe Laet of 

47 ■ Moiant,’ 

Bryan Brown 
movie 

48 Desert growth 

49 Tedious detaBs 

51 Id the past 

52 First 

58 Bleed 

59 Midwest eliport 

60 Single classic 

61 Dined 

62 Mote tender 

63 Junction of 
slopng surfeces 

DOWN 

1 Possessive 
pronoun 

2 Blackhawks' otg. 

3 Luau loop 

4 Trajectory 

5 Gardeners often 

6 Coffee $h^ 

7 SmaS brook 

8 Egyptian 
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By Diane &Baldwfn 
Columbia, MD 


9 PWe 

10 ReplerMi 
supplies 

11 Education hiatus 

12 Full of wrath 

13 Lassoed 

16 Inning enders 

22 Container with a 
tap 

23 Myanmar, 
previousiy 

24. Of bees 

25 Blink 

28 Potential plaid 

27 Feature of a 

fedora 

29 CNcago team 

30 Ahemativeto 
butter 

32 Lecture 

34 Picture in the 
mind 

35 Rrsttospola 
eomet 

37 Vaccines 

38 Free* 
lioness # 
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IQWnem MtSi SmMk 

41 Uces 

43 Broadway • 

44 Bend pig. 

45 Table runner 

46 The the 
Netherienda 

'47 HelTB Angel. e.g. 


49 Carson's 
predecessor 

50 Plot of lend 
53 Pi Mower 
54HsiforMCB 
55 Say more 

58 Purchased her 
S7Frwiehbom 


Peanuts 


B/ERY veterans VfiK 
I 60 OVER TO BILL 
MAULDIN'S MOUSE.. 


UE QUAFF A FEUl 
ROOT BEERS..THEN I 
TELL HIM WHAT 
HAPPENED YESTERDAY,] 



I WENT TO A 
BOOKSTORE TO 6ET 
S0/AETHIN6 BY ERNIE 
PYLE.. THEY NEVER 
HEARD OF HIM.. 


I don't know 
BILL.. I JUST 
DON'T KNOW.. 



lAndy Capp 



. BBTHE 
DIDNTEVBN 
©IVEITA , 
THOOSHT/ 


OV7FAP 
L40 



jAAutt’n’Jeff 


aK-Nowncy rrotcBMoW 
)wiLGrr M* ~ 
PULLWOftr W A 
UTTkE,' 





NOW FORMSRD-TURN MUR 
VWOLSHMIRt 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1997 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You're lucky, forrefiil and 
dynamic. T hing s won’t go e.xactly as you exp^L but that s 
OK. Leave room for surprises. Action yw take now wiU 
have positive results. Late tonight you 11 use skills you 
acquired die hard way. Usten to an older woman. Her advice 
is right on laigeL 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re under a bit of pres- 
sure. You like tilings to be peaceful, calm and quiet but that's 
not likely to b^jpen today. You may feel like you re in the 
middle of a combat zone. Don't let it get you down or make 
you nervous. Just do what needs to be done. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) This is a great day for a party. 
You and your friends are in a festive mood. If you've got nice 
tilings you don't want damaged, cut your guest list down to 
just a few of your veiy dearest friends. Even bet te L have a 
party just for ibe two of you. That could get very interesting. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Don’t let the turtaq^s getyou 
down. The cranbeny sauce down’t have to be trau^c. 
either. It loc^ lilre you’re going into the nud-holiday dithers. 
Disregard a demanding older person’s reckless whims. Just 
do it the way you always do and everybody will be happy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) You can learn something from 
another person's experience today, vtithout having to go 
tiuougfa the whole thing yourself. This could show up as 
more money in your pocket A partner’s uuiov^N'e idea 
cffl ild brin g in nKxe mon^ as well. Solicit suggesQons frixn 
friends and co-workers; you'll get some valuable ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The spodight is on 
you again It looks Uke pe^le want to give^ you money. 
Th^'re ^ving you more woric, too. You don't seem to be 
overjoyed by the prospect That's probably due to your insis- 
tence on perfectioit Don’t wony. You'll lx able to pull it off 
again. H^’s your area of expertise. You’re good at it 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’ve been coming 
up against your old barriers, and plowing right through them. 
Well, some you've had to around, and some you may 
have had to climb over. Some you might just leave there, of 
as hrstorit^ monumerus. The point is, you don't have to drag 
them whereivr you go. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be careful of 
your temper today, especially if a co-wofker is behaving in 
a rude manner. Your anxiety level is just a little higher than 
usual that's all. Don't let somdxidy else’s emergency cause 
you to make a mistake you’ll regret later. 

SAGITIARIUS; (November 22 to December 21) You're 
expected to do a job perfectly for somebody else today. A 
very critical person is watdung to see if you make any mis- 
takes. Ytxi’re more in a partying frame of mind. Tbte that 
enthusiasm, plus your own good sense, and push towards tbe 
goal. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You could 
have Ibe dhance to travel. This is a little upsetting, since 
tiicrc’s so much to be done at home. That's OK. Tbe stuff at 
home win ^ done whether you’re there or noL Go ahead 
and take a risk, just for tbe fun of iL 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re notaper- 
son who worries much about money; that's how you manage 
to spend so much with so little to show for iL Today, howev- 
er, you can turn that around. You'll have the oppratunity lo 
mate an exoelleni deal. You' U need to be at the right plan a 
the right time, but you can make that happen. Go for it 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This a good day to ask 
for a raise. You mi^ even get one without asking, if you’i'e 
been keefting up with demands, you’ve made it divious that 
you're valu^le. Let people know you're a team player, and 
you're there to help. Do what you love and the mcmey will 
follow. 

Birthsteme of Deconber: Tkirqnoise - Zircon 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


MY FATHER NEVER 
HUGGED ME WHEN 
iWASACHILD. 


YOUR FATHER NEVER 
hugged ME EITHER 
butdoiwhdc 
AB 0UriT» 

I 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


Unserambl* ihoM four JumbiM, 
orw fotlsr to sach squaro, lo fonn 
four ordinary words. 
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LYNKIG 
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IMPORITkNT TO 
KNOW BEFORS 
TRYING THe 

NEW FAP PIET 

- 

Now arrange «ia ckdad foMO ^ 
femt the surprisa answer, as ulf 
gMad the above cwlooa 


g gmad the above cwlooa i 

, (Answers rorranori | 

VlWerdiy^ Jumblea; CHUTE CYNIC SCHEME JETSAM ! 

Answer What Mem «i|oyad white doing the flnans - j 
'SHEET MUSIC ■ J 
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Jordanian products Dalabih confident Aqaba 

are still not available in port can compete with 
Palestinian markets Latakia, Tartous 


** ACCORDING TO Abdul Fartah A1 
Knyed. the director of the Jordanian Com- 
mercial CoordinauoD office, in RamaJlah, 
Che Jordanian industry in the Palestinian 
territories has not taken its real role and it 
is not available, in the markets. *'The bilat- 
eral trade exchange volume is very weak 
and the Jordanian e.xports do not e.xceed 
JD5 niillion." Mr. Kayed said. 

Noting that there has been a noticeable 
rise in Palestinian exports to Jordan, Mr. 
Kayed indicated that his office aims at 
serving businessmen and industrialists 
from both sides and at solving difficulties 
facing them. He said that the office was 
willing to help any Palestinian company 
willing to export to Arab countries via Jor- 
dan a^er Palestinian goods w'ere allowed 
to cross Jordan in transit to Arab .’States. 

Mr. Kayed .said Jordanian cement was 
the only product that directly enters to die 
Palestinian territories and that contacts are 
being intensified to facilitate the trade 
e.xchange between Jordanian industrialists 
and Palestinian merchants including 
opening letters of credit. (AJ Arab Ai 
Yawn. 


** PORTS CORPORATON Director Gen- 
era] Mohammad Dalabih is confident that 
the port of Aqaba can compere with Syri- 
an pons de.spiie the higher cost of ship- 
ping goods from Europe. He e.xpluined 
that the higher capaci^ of Aqaba port 
means that it cun unload the shipments 
three times as fast the rime needed at the 
Syrian, ports of Latakia and Tanous. As 
such, he clarified, the Aqaba pon can 
overcome the higher cost resulting from 
the longer route and the fees for crossing 
the Suez Canal. 

“If we are talking about a grain shipment 
of around 60,000* tonnes, ] think it will 
take between 15 to 16 days to unload it 
whereas we con unload it in si.\ days," 
Captain Dalabih said. “As .such, the time 
difference covers the co.srs such as the 
Suez Canal fees." He went on to say that 
as far os imports coming from Asia “there 
is no one who cun compete with us." 

Captain Dalabih ruled out any intention 
to lower Aqabu port fees but he said that 
the cast of land transporL which involves 
more than S.OOO trucks, “may be needing 
a modification." (Al Ra'i). 
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The Business of Infomnation 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates Prices as at 7/12/9718^2 


.V- 


:'QE$S- 



■9PY =■ 

••.CAO..- 




US Dollar 


1.780S 

0.6026 

14388 

13040 

14213 

1743.80 

2.0067 

6.9625 

DE Mark 

Q.SS16 

- 

0.8381 

0.5081 

73.13 

0.7980 

879.11 

1.1270 

3.3489 

GB Sterling 

1.6S35 

2.SSS0 

- 

Z3862 

215.76 

2.3686 

289344 

3.3301 

9.8848 

CH Franc 

0.6SS0 

123.66 

fl>4183 

- 

9047 

04872 

1211.14 

13941 

4.1412 

JPYen 

0.0077 

1.3666 

0.4622 

1.1042 

- 

1.0908 

13.38 

154.01 

4.6760 

CA Dollar 

0.7036 

1.2889 

0j1197 

1.0007 

1.09 

- 

1213.86 

14963 

4.1460 

TTUra 

0/)006 

1.0206 

04452 

0.082S 

1340.84 

04147 

- 

11.50 

34178 

NL Guilder 

0.4983 

88.71 

04000 

71.70 

64.86 

0.7081 

868.77 

- 

2.9706 

FR Franc 

0.1677 

0.2985 

0.1010 

24.1187 

21.81 

0.2383 

33.64 

33.6400 
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Middle Eastern Cwrencies 
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US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

3.7604 

04770 

3.6400 

0.3048 

3.6728 

1631.00 

34020 

Jordan Dinar 

14124 


64972 

0.6325 

S.U12 

04305 

6L1878 

216243 

44051 

Saudi Riyal 

04666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0813 

0.98 

408.22 

0.9071 

Batirdn EXnar 

2.66. 

1.8780 

94480 

- . 

9.68 

0.8086 

9.74 

4061.01 

9.0239 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1845 

1.0303 

1.0303 

. , 

0.0837 

1,01 

420.60 

04346 

Kuwait Dinar 

34808 

Z3228 

124045 

i.2369 

1194 

- 

12.05 

5022.97 

0.9346 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1928 

14211 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0830 

- 

416.85 

0.9263 

Lebanese/! 000 

0.66 

04624 

24496 

04462 

Z3776 

0.1991 

24990 


24221 

Egyptian 

04339 

0.2081 

1.1024 

0.1108 

1.0700 

0.0898 

1.0796 

460.03 
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Energy 


Mid-East Currmcies 
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Brent 

18.11 

17.94 


SA Riyal 

04666 

04749 

0.16067 

048381 

34.7427 

or. Texas 

18.68 

1846 


AE Dirham 

04723 

048482 

0.16407 

049202 

354778 

Bomy 

18.11 

17.84 


KW Dinar 

34808 

484454 

1.97707 

4.73367 

427.633 

Dubai 

17.00 

17.25 


BH Dinar 

04770 

4.72367 

1.58847 

3.81871 

345.662 

ULGas 

184.00 

183.00 


CY Pound 

14133 

34066 

1.1522 

2.7629 

249.112 
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Currency Deposit Rates (Bid] 
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'■-Ar: 

KOI 

iSB 

G(M (oz's) 

288 

288.5 



S3I 

Sfoneri 

Mofdbs 



Sflver (OZ'S) 

54 

542 


USD 

5.84 

5.78 

5.78 

5.81 

5.87 

PlatinuRi (oz’s) 

381 

383 


GBP 

7.31 

7.68 

7.68 

7,71 

7.76 

AL (3 Months) 

1670 

1573 


JPY 

0.15 

0.15 

0.16 

047 

0.24 

CU (3 Months) 


1792 


DEM 

$.90 

3.72 

3.81 

3.91 

3.96 

Zbw (3 Months) 


1128 


FRF 

345 

3.68 

3.74 

3.86 

3.95 

Lead (3 Months) 


635 


CHF 

141 

1.55 

1.66 

148 

1.78 

W (3 Months) 


6020 


ITL 

6.10 

6.00 

6.68 

643 

5.25 
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1^33 

' .NewYork 

DOW JONES 

8149.13 

98.97 

tSi 

8166.29 

8017.09 

8050.16 

Newyork 

S&P5QQ 

983.79 

10.69 

M 

88645 

969.1 

873.1 

London 

FT-SE 100 

6142.9 

60.6 

1.19 

5176.5 

6047.9 

5082.3 

Tokyo 

WKKIE225 

1642448 

117.69 

0.72 

16597 

16S48.3 

16306.8 

Parts 

CAC40 

2910.09 

-4.36 

-0.16 

2945.16 

2883.38 

2914.45 

Frankhst 

DAX 

4170.08 

3048 

0.79 

4181.67 

414648 

4139.8 


Energy 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 

17545 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1630 

Spec 

Sugar (S/ton) 

• 300.7 

Spot 

Wheat <S/iDn) 

126.6 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.68 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

168 

Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rlce($/ton) 

370 

Spot 
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us Dollar 
GBSterlikig 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guflder 
ITUra 

0.708 

1.1743 

0.3969 

0.4907 

0.1186 

0.643 

04523 

04052 

0.710 

1.1802 

04S89 

04932 

0.1192 

0.5467 

0.3641 

04072 





U.S. opens door for 
Al Hikma products 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
U.S. Pood and Drug 
Administration iFDAi has 
opened the door for Dar Al 
Hikma pharmaceutical Arm 
to export raw materials 
used in the manufacture of 
drugs to the American 
markets, Al Hikma General 
Manager Mazen Doru azeh 
announced Sunday. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference, Mr. Darwazeh said 
the approval was given 
following an FDA team's 
visit to Jordan during 
which its members inspect- 
ed the Dar Al Hikma facili- 
ties and examined the raw 
materials used in the medi- 
cine and found them 
responding to the right 
specifications and stan- 

dards. 

With this approval, Dar 


A! Hikma has become the 
second Arab firm to win 
the FDA's approval to 
export such materials to the 
U.S. maii^ts. Mr. Dar- 
wazeh said noting that the 
business school at Boston 
University has recently 
endorsed a study about Dar 
Al Hikma as an example of 
one of die wm-ld’s success- 
Ail companies, and pub- 
lished its findings last 
October. 

Referring to the Dar Al 
Hikma*s future plans. Mr. 
Darwazeh said the firm has 
plans for expansion and 
has already opened a joint - 
venture bvanch in Tunis 
with a $4 million cq^itol 
following a visit to Tunis 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salom Majali. 

Dar Al Hikma has just 



Mazen Darwa^h speaking during the press conference 


completed a project in 
Riy^h jointly with a Saudi 
firm at the cost of $30 mil- 
lion and production will 
start next year. Medicines 
will he marketed in Saudi 
Arabia and the surplus will 
be exported to neighbour- 


ing countries. 

Mr. Darwazeh said Dar 
Al Hikma has already start- 
ed exporting to Libya and 
indicated that 80 per cent 
of the total contracts, worth 
54 million to Iraq, have 
been carried out. 


Mr. Darwazeh said Dar 
Al Hikma sold S43 million 
worth of medicines this 
year, up from S37 million 
last year. He noted that the 
firm spends nearly S2 mil- 
lion annually on research 
and development. 


Jordanians taking drastic measures to get around festive alcohol ban 


AMMAN (AFP) — The 
prospect of a government 
alcohol ban is forcing Jor- 
danians to take drastic 
measures this year to 
drink the New Year in. 

Two five-star hotels here 
are even planning to cele- 
brate the New Year four 
days early to get around 
the ban on drinking during 
the month of Ramadan. 

The precise timing of 


the fast and rasulting ban 
is defendant on the sight- 
ing of the new moon, but 
this year it is expected to 
start on either Dec. 28 or 
29. well before New 
Year's Eve. 

The Ministry of Interior 
said to hammer home the 
point, it has sent a memo- 
randum to every hotel and 
club in Jordan reminding 
them of the ban. 


The memorandum asks 
those establishments 
wanting to offer New 
Year's Eve parties on the 
proper date, despite the 
alcohol ban. to do so “in 
complete discretion and 
without any media public- 
ity." 

One of the hotels that 
has responded to the 
warning by bringing for- 
ward its celebrations is the 


Hotel InterContinental. It 
is offering an “unforget- 
table evening" with the 
all-important champagne 
and a performance by 
well-known Iraqi singer 
Kazem Saher for the 
princely sum of $115-125 
a bead. 

For those with a more 
modest budget, the same 
evening the Hotel 
Regency is offering a 


party at SSO a head with 
performances by 

Lebanese singer Hyam 
Said and U.S. belly dancer 
Topaz. 

For those really deter- 
mined to drink the New 
Year in. several travel 
agencies are offering New 
Year's Eve parties in 
Lebanon. Egypt. Syria, 
and Cyprus at prices rang- 
ina from S300 to $600. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / B 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRAMS. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 
PRZCX 


244.000 249.000 

ARAB BARE 

15.3 

1.20 

2 

4030 

1234640 

332.00 

332.00 


N 

S.340 

1.680 

JOR.MATIOHAL SR. 

B 

0.00 

IX 

319997 

419856 

1.91 

1.B7 

.04- 

S 

2.400 

i.seo 

BARK OP JCROAS 

4.1 

0.00 

IS 

2991 

5685 

l.BB 

1.92 

.044- 


• 1.190 

.890 

MXO.EAST itnr.sR. 

69.0 

0.00 

5 

1044 

1095 

1.05 

1.05 



2.660 

2.150 

IHDQSTRZAL DEV.BR. 

10.3 

6.11 

8 

28100 

72779 

2.59 

2.59 



$.200 

4.600 

TtB HOQSIMC 8X. 

IS. 4 

3.77 

1 

200 

1030 

5.25 

5.15 

.10- 

S 

4.180 

1.850 

JOR. KUWAIT SANK 

10.4 

0.00 

5 

2947 

5690 

1.95 

2.95 


*s 

4.190 

3.450 

ARAB JOR.IirV.BR. 

21.1 

0.00 

$ 

SOOOO 

146400 

2.79 

2.93 

.144 

*s 

4.050 

2.900 

JOR.2SLAKZC SANK 

. 24.2 

2.43 

2 

250 

700 

2.95 

2.80 

.15' 


1.520 

1.110 

UNION BK.SAtf.2RV. 

P 1 

0.00 

1 

100 

115 

1.15 

1.15 

m 


3.900 

2.080 

JOR.ZMV.PZK.BAHX 

24.1 

0.00 

1 

400 

1500 

3.75 

3.75 

m 


.1.900 

.870 

BEIT.AL-HAL {BEITNA) 


11.05 

1 

600 

528 

.88 

.88 

• 


S.ISO 

3.370 

ARAB BAincxm: oo. 

18.1 

0.00 

2 

2325 

5612 

2.50 

2.50 

- 


BARK SECTOR TOTALS ZlTDEX; 237. 

91 rCMCi 

-0.32 

59 

312974 

1995830 





2.020 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH IMSDR. 

5.3 

6.02 

2 

1300 

2431 

1.87 

1.87 



2.350 

1.820 

ARAB I.1FB INSUR. 

8.2 

4.72 

1 

1000 

1920 

1.91 

1.92 

.01* 


ZRSUXUUVCX SECTOR TOTALS riR»X; 114.90 rCHO; 

*o.os 

2 

2200 

4361 





2.050 

1.S50 

OCR. ELECTRIC PUR. 

9.4 

5.15 

31 

128384 

268462 

1.94 

1.94 



4.030 

1.220 

IRBZD ELECTRICITY 

1$.0 

4.56 

2 

270 

680 

2.60 

2.52 

.08- 


1.010 

.620 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

12.5 

6.67 

6 

55000 

49775 

.90 

.90 



.610 

.480 

JOROMf Iim..TRAO. 

26.3 

0.00 

2 

2500 

1275 

.51 

.51 

- 


3.900 

2.690 

ARAB INTL.ZIIV.E9UC. 

9.7 

0.00 

6 

6575 

24534 

3.74 

3.73 

.01- 


1.100 

.900 

ZAHXA EOOCATION 

9 

0.00 

3 

5500 

6115 

.94 

.93 

.01- 


2.230 

1.620 

UNTFIIO OO. 

8.1 

6.47 

1 

100 

170 

1.71 

1.70 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDSXt 108 

22 <aiC; 

-0.12 

54 

208279 

350179 





4.450 

3.010 

JOR. CBtEMT PACT. 

20.7 

3.57 

2 

250 

770 

3.07 

3.08 

.01* 


7,050 

5.570 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.1 

2. OB 

8 

7400 

48100 

6.50 

6.50 



11.160 

9.200 

J(». PETROL. REFIRARY 

10.2 

8.47 

15 

1170 

12320 

10.54 

10.50 

.04- 


3.240 

1.330 

ZNDUSTRIAL C0MM.A6R. 

9 

0.00 

4 

771 

1117 

1.45 

1.45 

- 


4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PVMti. NARF. 

11.3 

4.87 

11 

3519 

24429 

4.09 

4.21 

.02* 


2.940 

2.160 

JOROAR OAZRT 

9.4 

8.72 

1 

100 

280 

2. 81 

2.80 

.01- 


6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALOAHA ZW.INV. 

13.3 

4.60 

5 

2050 

11167 

5.48 

5.43 

.05- 


2.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUH.ZND. 

5.5 

10.64 

3 

1750 

4113 

2.36 

2.35 

.01- 


.690 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 4 PCOLTRY 

9.7 

0.00 

8 

9400 

4324 

.46 

.46 

- 

♦ 

1.220 

.600 

ARAB PAPER OKtV.TRD. 

33.6 

0.00 

1 

250 

195 

.02 

.78 

.04- 


1.330 

,700 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

1 

200 

140 

.11 

.70 

.01- 


.770 

.510 

NATZONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

4 

1500 

795 

.53 

.53 


■ts 

3.000 

1.750 

NATL.CA8LZ WIRB.KFAC 

29.6 

0.00 

1 

250 

308 

1.17 

1.23 

.06* 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SOLPHO-CRIM 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

1200 

.60 

.60 


■ts 

1.680 

.870 

ONIV. HDDN.INOS. 

P 

.25 

20 

89950 

80013 

.87 

.85 

.02- 

4 

1.410 

.730 

JOR. INOS . RESOURCES 

9.4 

14.29 

10 

17750 

12610 

.73 

.70 

.03- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

14.1 

0.00 

6 

2500 

2202 

.89 

.86 

.01- 


2.070 

1.340 

EL -SAY READY HEAR 

46.6 

0.00 

3 

500 

690 

1.39 

1.38 

.01- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0.00 

2 

15500 

18910 

1.22 

1.22 

. 


.840 

.570 

HIO.EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

6 

10250 

6258 

.61 

.62 

.01* 


IHOOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS ZRDBE: 117 

36 YCH6.' 

-0.01 

116 

167112 

219984 




CRRHD TOTAI. 

INDEX? 171 

73 tCHC; 

-0.20 

222 

490765 

2570344 







PARAIXCL 

MARIBT SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

07/12/1997 





.610 

.360 

JOR. TRADE PAC. 

9.6 

0.00 

2 

2000 

720 

.36 

.36 

* 


.800 

.460 

ONZOR IHV. $02 ' 

9 

0.00 

5 

34000 

7500 

.73 

.72 

.01- 


,570 

.260 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

D.OO 

8 

3900 

1595 

.41 

.41 


N 

.950 

.720 

AL-SKARQ XNV.OO. 

P 

0.00 

5 

2700 

2486 

.89 

.93 

.04* 


.780 

.610 

AL-DAHLXYAH 75> 

66.3 

D.OO 

2 

5000 

2200 

.68 

.69 

.01* 


1.600 

1.050 

CENTOORY XNV. CROOP 

E 

D.OO 

1 

250 

473 

1.80 

1.89 

.09* 

♦ 

.530 

.320 

ARAB ZHTL.INV.TRO. 

35.7 

0.00 

3 

1500 

465 

.32 

.31 

.01- 


.750 

.380 

NATL . HOLT . EMC . NAM ICO 

9 

0.00 

15 

26000 

10665 

.41 

.41 


N 

1.200 

.690 

READY MIX con CRETE 

12.1 

0.00 

5 

7760 

7750 

1.02 

1.00 

.02- 


.730 

.SSO 

RAZl PHARK. 

B 

0.00 

22 

21700 

14106 

.65 

.65 



.470 

.290 

INDS. SN6. 

9 

0.00 

4 

2600 

464 

.29 

.29 



.760 

.440 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

B 

0.00 

I 

900 

432 

.50 

.48 

.02- 


.620 

.SOO ' 

NATL. POULTRY 

B 

0.00 

12 

267SD 

I32SS 

.SO 

.SO 


QRAND TOTAL 





76 

124084 

62140 





T ; N«w 12 von^Tia high 
9 s N«w 12 Bontlia low 
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N I Li*Md during th« p*at 13 aMich* 
p : P/S racio 1* 100 or aor* 
g ( n*g«ClT* P/I 

S ; Earning Is s«ra or K/A Cor eh* Most raeaat ymr 



Non-Jordanians 

boost 

investments 

atAFM 


AMMAN (Petra) — Michel 
Mano. head of the Securities 
Commissioa Sunday 
announced that purchases of 
securities b>’ non-Jordunians 
during November reached 
JD7.6 million, an increase of 
JD5.6 million over the same 
monti) of last year. 

Dr. Marto said the total 
amount of sales by non-Jor- 
danians during November 
iDtoUed JD5.S millron com- 
pared to JD2.3 million for 
Novemter 1996. 

As a resulL net investments 
by non-Jordanians last 
November totalled JD2.3 mil- 
lion compared to JD250.0(X) 
tn November last j'ear. 

Dr. Mano indicated that the 
total amount of purchases by 
foreigners reached around 
JD4.9 million, accounting for 
64i» per cent of the total pur- 
chase orders while the total 
amount of purchases by 
Arabs totalled JD2.7 million, 
or 35.5 percent 

Selling orders from Arab 
investexs totalled JD2.7 mil- 
lion. or 47 per cent of the total 
amount of selling transactions 
of non- Jordanians. 

On the other hand, selling 
cran.saciions to foreigners 
reached JD3 million repre- 
senting 53 percent of the total 
selling transactions of non- 
Jordanians. 

Dr. Mono said thar the 
accumulative average for pur- 
chase orders by non-Jor^- 
ian investors amounted to 
JD90.S million fiom the 
beginning of this year until 
the end of November where- 
as the accumulative average 
for selling orders of non-Jor- 
danian investors reached 
JD34.5 million. .As such, net 
inv'estmeni amounted to 
JD563 million compared to 
JD4.7 million for the same 
period of last year. 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Amra Fonim Hotel Shops 6th Circle. 



■ Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
£stat0 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUBiQ HRiG 

1 hoarsen^ 
Oevsk^yOiJF colour 13m 
at our sh^ and sbL* 

' JlAfBO pAolo 

* Free erHmgement 
SOxSOcm. 

Shmeisartl • OpposHe 
Qiindiays Sank. 
Phone: 604042 
Siiveffieh Tel: 823891 


CTOWHHCfTB. 

INDOOR HEATED 

SWIMMING j 
POOL 

SAUNA, \\ 

JACUZZI y 
& MASSAGE ft 
RTTNESS ^ 

ROOM 

TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tei.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. . I 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


“IVIERRY CHRISTMAS" 
- New * New . New 
Makawir line 
on display al the 

Bani Hamida House 

■ Rugs ‘ Cushions 
‘ Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman, 
1st Circle. Rainbow St. 

Open daily; from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays 8. 

official holidays, 

Tel. 658696/7 





Quafity Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedraem * FnUv 
Eqa^ud Kitdiemttte * M]' & 
Uwg SUy ■ Rmonebic Rmcs 


ith Cud; 

Tcl. 692672 Fax 674551 


RiHT 

Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 - 8651671 


r 
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World Boxing Council Welterweight Champion Oscar De La Hoya (L) lands a punch 
on Wilfredo Rivera of Puerto lUco. during the third round of th^ championship 
fight at Convention Hall in Atlantic City. De La Hoya retained the championship 
after a technical knock-out due to a severe cut over Rivera's right eye in round eight 
(Reuters photo) 

‘Golden Boy’ De La 
Hoya stays unbeaten 


ATL.ANTIC CITY (AFP) 
— World Boxing Council 
welterweight 'champion 
Oscar De La Hoya 
remained unbeaten here 
Saturday with an eighth- 
round stoppage of Puerto 
Rico’s Wilfredo Rivera. 

The victory, de la Hoya’s 
22nd early stoppage. lifted 
the United States flghter to 
27-0. Rivera fell To 27-3 
with one drawn. 

Referee Joe Cortez 
stopped the fight with 12 
seconds remaining in the 
eighth round after doctor 
Howard Taylor examined 
Rivera and said the chal- 
lenger was unable to contin- 
ue fighting. 

”I'm happy they didn't 
stop the fight in the first few 
rouncTs." De La'Hoya 'said. 
“1 wanted the experience. 1 
wanted to stay in there with 
a good opponent." 

A gash was opened over 
Rivera’s right eye by de la 
Hoya in the second round 
and was examined by a doc- 
tor between rounds there- 
after os blood trickled down 
his battered face. 

"Once I saw blood. 1 got 
excited for the first few sec- 
onds." De La Hoya said. 
‘Then I said, ‘Calm down. 
The knockout will come. 
Just win your fight. Don’t 
worry about the cut.' 

“I started to remember 
Sugar Ray Robinson, how 
calm and cool he was. all 
the fighters of the pasL how 
they didn't get excited, just 


stay calm and cool and pro- 
fessional in the ring." 

An Olympic gold medalist 
in 1992. De La Hoya made 
the third defense of the 
crown he took from Pemell 
Whitaker in April, having 
previously dispatched 
David Kamau and Hector 
Camacho. 

A protest by Rivera’s 
camp forced de la Hoya to 
re-wrap his hands before the 
fight, but the champion 
used those hands to pound 
Rivera. 

A hard risht hook by 
"Golden Boy ’ de la Hoya 
sent Rivera to the canvas 
late in the fourth round after 
the American set it up with 
a powerful lefi hook. 

“He's a strong man with a 
big heart'."' De La Hoya 
said. T give him a lot of 
credit. He took a lot of 
punches." 

Rivera said de la Hoya 
needed sLx rounds to finush 
him after opening the cut 
because he had to stay cau- 
tious. 

“He respected me." 
Rivera said. “I’m a very 
creative boxer. I know how 
to deal with him. I tried as 
hard as I could. Puerto Rico. 
I'm sorry. I tried to bring 
you a present this 
Christmas.’’ 

Although relatively new 
to the welterweight divi- 
sion. the quick and trim de 
la Hoya showed he has the 
ability to inflict damage as 
much as he did at lighter 


weights. 

“He's a very fast fighter, 
not very strong, but when 
you are as intelligent as he 
i.s. you don't need to be very 
strong to win a fight like 
this,** Rivera said. "Oscar 
De La Hoya is a tremendous 
champion." 

But with Terry Norris 
being upset on the under- 
card, De La Hoya is also a 
man without a major oppo- 
nent looming. 

Even though he has a 
mandatory tide defense set 
in February at Las Vegas 
against France's Patrick 
Charpentier. Norris was 
seen the big-money fight for 
later in 1998. 

Now De La Hoya, 24. 
must consider new foes, 
including moving up again 
in wel^t to face Puerto 
Rico's Felix Trinidad. 

“I have to think about who 
I want to fight next and plan 
out my career .so I can fight 
for a very long time," de la 
Hoya said. 

Another thing De La 
Hoya is considering is fight- 
ing fewer times each year in 
hopes of extending his 
career. 

“I had a good workout this 
year. I'm not tired of boxing 
whatsoever." De La Hoya 
said. 'To stay a champion 
fora long time, you can't be 
boxing so often, maybe two 
or three, tops four times a 
year." 


Knicks, Rockets win 


NEW YORK (AP) — John Starks scored 27 poinu: and 
Charlie Ward sparked a third-quarter suige that gave the 
New York Knicks their sixth straight home victory, 90-79 
over the Charlotte Hornets on Saturday. 

Starks had 1 6 of his points in the second quarter and ward 
scored all 10 of his in the third, including u pair of 3-poini- 
ers and a layup that allow'ed the Knicks to break open u 
close game. 

The victory snapped a two-game losing streak for New 
York that included a dreadful performance in a lUS-91 loss 
Thursday night at Dallas. 

The Knicl» righted themselves by overcoming 24 
turnovers and hold^ing the Hornets to 35 per cent shooting 
that included a 3-for- 1 3 performance by Glen Rice and a 4- 
for-15 outing by David Wesley. 

Anthony Mason led Charlone with 16 points and 14 
rebounds. The Hornets have lost four of their last five afier 
starting the season 9-3. 

• Wizards 114, Timbenvolves 103: At Washington. 
Chris Webber had 33 points and 12 rebounds as the 
Washington Wizards remiuned perfect in their new home. 

Juan Howard added 26 points for the wizards, who ore 3- 
0 at the MCI Centre after opening the season 0-S in their 
old building, the USAir Arena. 

Stephen Marbuiy had 27 points and seven assists for 
Minnesota. 

Tom Gugliotta. who missed part of the third quarter after 
getting an accidental elbow under his left eye from Webber, 
finished with 24 points and 11 rebounds for the 
Umberwolves. 

• Rockets 108, Mavericks 106: At Mexico City, the 
NBA's first regular-season game in Mexico was a succe.ss 
for the league — and tbe Houston Rockets. 

Charles Barkley hod 19 points and 17 rebounds as the 
Rockets beat the Dallas Mavericks before a sellout crowd 
of 20.635 at the Sports Palace. 

The Game was sold out two days in advance and scalpers 
were selling $11 tickets for $ 37.50 — 11 days’ work at 
minimum wage. 

Michael Finley scored a career-high 35 points for Dallas, 
which was playing its second game under coach Don 
Nelson, who took over Wednesday after Jim Cleamons was 
fired. 

• Magic $3, Clippers 79: At Los Angeles, Horace Grant, 
back oft the injured list, scored 25 points and Gerald 
Wilkins added 21 as the Orlando Magic beat the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

llie Magic used an 11-0 run in the fourth quarter to 
defeat the Clippers. 

Eric Piatkowski, coming oft a career-high 24 points in 
Thursday's overtime victory over San Antonio, led the 
Clippers with 15 points in his third start of the season. 


Tunisian 
club lifts 
African 
Cup- Winners 
Cup 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Tunisian club Etoile du 
Sahel lifted the African 
Cup-Winners Cup on 
Saturday night despite los 
ing 1-0 to Royal Armed 
Forces in Morocco. 

Etoile won the first leg of 
the final 2-0 lust month and 
triumphed 2-1 on aggre- 
gate to become the second 
holders of the Nelson 
Mandela Cup from the 
North African state. 

Success for Sahel com- 
pleted a Tunisian treble 
with Club Afticain winning 
the Arab Champions Cup 
and Esperancu lifting the 
African Football 

Confederation (CAF) Cup 
last month. 

Etoile lifted the CAF Cup 
in 1995 and next year will 
compete in the African 
Champions League hoping 
to become the first team to 
win the three continental 
competitions. 

Morocco are sdJl in con- 
tention for the leading club 
prize this year with Raja 
trailing 1-0 entering the 
second leg of the 
Champions League final 
against Obuasi Goldfield.s 
of Ghana in Casablanca on 
December 1 3. 

Zamalek of Egypt 
became the first club to win 
the A^-Asian title twice 
by defeating Pohang 
S'teelers of South Korea 1-0 
in the second leg of the 
final in Cairo. 



Houston Rockets' Clyde Drexler (22) glides in for a lay up as Dallas Mavericks* 
Hubert Davis (L) and A.C. Green stand by during (heir game in Mexico City, 
December 6. This is the first regular season NBA game ever to be played outside 
the U.S. and Canada (Reuters photo) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH MRSCH 


RATHER SAFE THAN SORRY 
Neiihernilncrahk'. South deals 


NORTH 
*J102 
?AR43 
C K 10 8 
*AQ2 

WEST EAST 

*Q9?63 *Vo«d 

CD CQJ1072 

0,13 0978542 

A1U8763 A54 

SOITH 
«AKS54 
<7865 

OAQ . 

AKJ9 I 

The biddinfr 

SOITH WEST NOBTB EAST 

INT Pbm 6NT pBsa 

Paw 

Opi-ninc lead Six oF* 

A • Snuih, hmv uvuld vou tackle a 
eor.'.ract of no trump <or xix 
»pc les. Tor thai maueri at dupii- 
eaio pairs? Would you play the 
iiairu way at rubber bridfio? 

V-*here wc w,itc)iGd. the bidding 
vras short and sweet. Despite the 
fit-. «ard auyor suit. South selected 
oti^ no trump .ta the opening bid 
cha, best desenbed the shape and 
strungth nfthe h.ind Wuh I 7 tii{d>- 
card points facing an announced 
minimum nf 26 . North oroeecded 


strai^c to the no-trump ■m«n- 

West led a dub. taken in dummy. 
Since the slam was cold if spades 
broke no worse than 4-1 , and nnee 

the spade finesse offered a gtKid 
chance For an overtrick, oil declar- 
ers in a pair event led the jack of 
spades at tncfc two. When £.111 dis> 
carded a diamond, the contract 
could no longer be salvaged. Dedar- 
er could not avoid losing two spade 
tridcs for down one. 

At rubber bridge, however, only a 
declarer with no regard for finan- 
cial security would play the hand 
like that. Dwlarcr has eight tndcs 
outside spades, so needs only four 
tridcs in that suit to land the slam. 
That can be accomplished regard* 
less ofhow the suit divides. 

Declarer should wm the first 
trick in band with the jack lead a 
low spade toward the table. If West 
rises with the queen, deebrer can 
ran the rest of the suit, so West 
most fhllow low and the ten wins, 
fir the ten loses to the queen, 
declarer bos the rest of the tncka in 
the suit. I When Eaat shows out. 
declarer r«tunu to lund and leads 
ascAher spade and four tndis in the 
suit are assured. 

If West sbowsoui and the ten ]m- 
es to the queen, declarer later cress- 
es tO the jack of spades and takee 
the marked fiocsse for the ten. 
Either way the sIra is safe. 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

Juventus take aim at Manchester United 


TURIN. Iialy (AFP) — Juventus 
coach Marcello Lippi has warned 
Manchester United (hat his side wifi 
do everything to win here on 
'Wednesday night when they meet in 
the Giampions League. 

Juventus turned on the style in 
their 2-1 victory over Lazio on 
Saturday, with Alessandro Del Piero 
scoring twice and Filippo Inzaghi 
hitting the post twice as they nar- 
rowed tbe gap on Seric A leaders 
Inter Milan. 

Lippi .said: "Coming just before 
such an important match, a victory 
like this is obviously going to boost 
our self-confidence. 

"We are going to do everything 
possible to try to win on Wednesday, 
and we'll be attacking right from the 
start," he promised. "After that, 
we'll just have to wait for news of 
other results from further afield." 

Juventus may have been hit by 
injury and suspension for the clash 
with United, bot Lippi dismissed 


any excuses and promised fireworks 
when the English side take the pitch 
at the Dellc Alpi stadium here. 

"i never talk about players who 
won't be available for a match." he 
said. "I’ve got every faith in the men 
w'ho are going to play, and I'm con- 
vinced that they will not fall short of 
the crowd’s expectations. 

‘This Juventus team never let peo- 
ple down." 

After winning every Champions 
League game so far this season, 
Manche.ster United are already cer- 
tain of finishing top of Group B. 

But Juventus can still join them in 
the quarter-final.s by taking all three 
points and finishing as one of the 
two best runners-up from the six 
groups — provided the other rc.sults 
go the Ttaliun.s' way. 

Juventus cannot field Saturday’s 
match-winner Del Piero against 
United as the striker is suspended, 
and wiU be replaced by Daniel 
Fonseca. 


Lippi wjLs probed a.s to why the 
Uruguayan was only sent on for the 
last 10 minutes against Lazio, giv- 
ing him precious little preparation 
for the buttle with Alex Ferguson's 
defence. 

'The .substiiulion.s had only one 
objective — and that wa.s to win the 
game." .said (he Juventus coach. 

"When the outcome of a match is 
still in doubt, you can’t think about 
a cup tic on Wedne-sday night — yog 
have to concentrate on winning the 
game. And anyway, whether some- 
one plays 10 or 30 miaute.s doesn't 
really mailer." 

Inzaghi and Fonseca arc Lippi's 
only uvuilubic strikers against 
United, and Lippi will also be witli- 
out defender Gianluca Pc.s.sotto and 
French midfielder Didier 
Descfuinips through injury. 


SCOREBOARD 


• Masters of Champions results 
Women's semi-finals: z- - ^ , 

Martina Hingis bt Lindsay Davenport 6-+, 6-3 
Anke Huber bi Iva Majoli 6-3, 6-^. 

NBA results 


New York 

90 

Charlotte 

79 

Washington 

114 

Minnesota 

103 

Houston 

108 

Dallas 106 


Orlando 

S3 

LA Clippers 

79 


Spanish results 


Acletico Madrid 2 

Sporting Gijon 

1 

Real Zaragoza 

1 

Barcelona 


Oviedo 

1 

Real Madrid 

1 

Espanyol 

1 

Mallorca 

0 

• Dutch results 



Fortuna Sittord 

1 

Twente Enschede 0 

Ajax 

1 

Roda JC Kerkrade 0 

NAC Breda 

1 

Sparta Rotterdam 2 

Heerenveen 

0 

Doeiinchem • 

0 

• Belgium results 



Standard Liege 0 

Lierse 

0 

Charleroi 

2 

Antwerp 

1 

Lokeren 

1 

Beveren 

2 

Andericcht 

I 

Wesierio 

0 

Lommel 

1 

Soint-Truiden 

1 

Gem 

1 

Genk 


Ekeren 

0 

Harelbeke 

2 

• Scottish Premier Division results 


Aberdeen 

1 

St Johnstone 

I 

Dundee Utd 

0 

Dunfermline 

0 

Hearts 

2 

Motherw'ell 

0 

Kilmarnock 

0 

Celtic 

0 

■ Scottish Cup 

results 



Scottish Cup 1st md 



Cowdenbeath 

0 

Montrose 

0 

East Fife 

2 

Stranraer 

3 

Inverness Cal. 

3 

Whitehill 

1 

• English FA Cup results (2nd rnd) 


Cambridge 

1 

Stevenage 

1 

Cardiff 

3 

Hendon 

1 

Cheltenham 

I 

Boreham Wood 

1 

Colchester 

1 

Hereford 

1 

Fulham 

I 

Southend 

0 

Grimsby 

2 

Chesterfield 

2 

Hednesford 

0 

Darlington 

1 

Lincoln City 

2 

Emley 

2 

Maccle.sfield 

0 

Walsall 

7 

Northampton 

1 

Basingstoke 

I 

Oldham 

2 

Blackpool 

1 


Peterborough 

Preston 

Rotherham 

Scunthorpe 

Torquay 

Wigan 

Wisbech 


Dag Red 
Notts County 
Kings Lynn 
Ilkeston Tn 
Watford 
York 

Bristol Rovers 


• English Football League results 
Division One 


Bury 
Crewe 
Man City 
Norwich 
Nottm Forest 
Port Vale 
Portsmouth 
QPR 
Reading 
Swindon 
Tranmere 
West Broni 


EnuUsh D ivision Thiyg 


I 


Scarborough 
* English Premiership results 


Middlesbrough 
Huddersfield 
Wolverhampton 
Sheft Utd 
Bradford 
Birmingham 
Sloke 
Sunderland 
Charlton 
Oxford Utd 
Ipswich 
Stockport 


Rochdale 


Aston Villa 

Blackburn 

Derby 

Leed.s 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Newcastle 

Tottenham 


Coventry 
Bolton 
West Ham 
Everton 
Cry.stal Palace 
Man. Utd. 
Arsenal 
Chelsea 


• German League results 


Werder Bremen 2 
i860 Munich 1 
Arminia B. 0 
B. Leverkusen 0 
Duisburg 2 
Kaiserslautern 2 




V 


GNbMA 


TEr-thMI-U 


5 

5 

Q 

O 


PHTlADELPRZa. 


^ CINEMA TH.:6.^144 ^ 

1" K PHILADELPHIA '2”]( 

X 


aNEMA 


m.;r*992»S 


.A 


HERCULES AND 
THE AMAZON 
WOMEN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
S:.30. 10:30 


PI.AZA 




CINBMA 


TEL;6774S0 




yim Carrey — in 

LIAR — LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:15, 
8:30. lOJO 


;i Nour At Sharif & 

■| Layia AlwL. in 

ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 

Winner in the I99r Cannes festtvai 

6 : 00 . 




Shows: 12:.30.3;30. 
8:15. 10:.^) 


CONCORD 


Y 


'TRiSEr 


TTLH:-» 3 WW 


y 


eoHeeks "i” 




Rowan A^inson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows:12:30.3:.30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 

coacoRB -a- 

SLEEPWALKERS 

Show.s: 3:30. 6:00 only 


galleria 1 

ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ... in 



Karlsruhe 
Stuttgart 
VfL Bochum 
Schalke 04 
B- Moenchen. 
Bayern Munich 


AIR FORCE ONE 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:.30. 10:45 






TSmBB ipiMfci e 

TEL: 625155 


ABDOUN 
Met Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

theory 

Shows: 3:.^(), 6:I5. 8:30. io:30 


V 


.\’o\vorr daily 
the government in 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 
Starring Hisliam Yanen 
nnd Ainal Dabbas 
Forrev.-njthw.stfall.'WIU.'?-''^**’* i 


X 



Sports 


Jordan Times, Monday, December 8, 1997 



Barca back 2nd Arab Handball Champions ^ 
on top as 
Real held 




Canada's Melanie llirgeon turns on a gate while on her way to a 11th place fin> 
ish in the women’s Super-G race December 6 in Lake Louise. Germany's Katja 
Se/zinger won Che race with a time of U14.7U Hilde Gerg was second. 1:15.04. 
and l^y's Isolde Kostner was third. 1:15.09 (Reuters photo) 

England, Scotland seeded 
for 2000 Euro championships 


geneva (AFP) — Eng- 
land and Scotland will both 
be seeded for the 2000 
European championships 
jointly hosted for the First 
time ever by Belgium and 
Holland, but not World Cup 
hosts France, UEFA 
revealed here on Saturday. 

The executive committee 
of European football's rul- 
ing body explained it had 
come up with a formula for 
the qualifiers with the hosts 
automatically taking their 
place for the 16-team finals. 

All nine group winners 
will go through as well as 
the best runner-up. 

The remaining eight run- 
ners-up will then play off at 
home and away with the 
winners of those games tak- 
ing the remaining four 
slots. 

UEFA came up with its 
seeding formula based on 
team’s average resuJLs over 
the qualifiers for Euro '96 
as well as the 1998 World 
Cup. 

That lets in England, even 
though as hosts they did not 


play any qualifiers for the 
first of those two tourna- 
ments. But they clmm their 
spot after winning their 
World Cup qualify'ing 
group ahead of Italy, who 
nonetheless are still seeded. 

The fonnula means the 
Scots also just edge in 
ahead of France. 

The other seeds are: Ger- 
many. Spain. Romania. 
Russia. Yugoslavia and 
Norway. 

The French are relegated 
to the second string of 
countries along with Bul- 
garia. Denmark. Croatia. 
Portugal, .Austria, the 
Czech Republic. Turkey 
and Greece. 

The executive committee 
also decided that the much- 
maligned Intertoto Cup 
would continue to exist for 
another two seasons, aibeit 
in modiliied form with 
direct elimination replacing 
the group system and large*r 
teams entering after the 
first round, ^ch country 
will have a maximum of 
two teams. 


Spain and Italy, who have 
.shunned the toumamenr to 
date, may weU now decide 
to enter teams, but UEFA 
secretary general Gerhard 
Aigner said that “problems 
exist for England and Por- 
mgal." without elaborating. 

UEFA’s fair-play system 
will also be modified with 
teams topping the fair play 
league receiving an extra 
place in the UEFA Cup the 
following season. 

Two further places will 
also be on offer for coun- 
tries whose teams reach a 
certain fair play standard to 
be determined by UEF.A, 
with lots being drawn if 
necessary. 

However, LrEFA has srill 
not decided whether to give 
back a UEFA Cup place to 
England's League Cup win- 
ners, withdrawTi last year.- ; 

UEFA wants to see the 
reduction of the Premier- 
ship from 20 to 18 teams 
before they will return the 
extra place. 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Barcelona went back to the 
top of the Spanish league 
on Saturday after first half 
goals from Sergi and Rival- 
do brought a 2-1 win at 
Real Zaragoza, while pre- 
vious leaders Real M^rid 
were held 1 - 1 at Oviedo. 

Barca's win gives them u 
two-point lead over their 
rivals with the Catalan club 
having garnered 34 points 
from 15 games. 

Strike sensation Raul was 
on target for Real two min- 
utes after the break but an 
equaliser from Uruguayan 
forward Juanchi Gonz^ez 
in the S8th oiinute meant 
the champions had to settle 
for a point — and second 
spot for now. 

.Atletico Madrid made it a 
better night for the capital 
w'ith a 2-1 win over Sport- 
ing Gijon cementing their 
third place, five points off 
the pace. 

Real were undone by a 
late loss of concentration 
with Oviedo's Argentinian 
playmaker Tito Pompei 
finding Gonzalez lurking 
in the area, from w here he 
made no mistake. 

It was scant consolation 
for Real fans to recall that 
Barcelona went down 2-1 
at Oviedo recently. 

Barcelona’s Brazilian 

matchwinner Rivaldo 
meanwhile saw his evening 
end on a sad note as his 
fifth booking brings with it 
a one-match ban. He now 
leaves town anyway for the 
Confederation Cup with 
Brazil in Saudi Arabia next 
week. 

Barcelona's city neigh- 
bours Espanyol moved up 
to fourth after a 1-0 home 
win over fading Mallorca 
-in the- late game; which 
leaves Espanyol unbeaten 
at the Olympic stadium 
where they moved in the 
summer lirom their dilapi- 
dated Sania ground. 


Jordan’s A1 Arabi lose 32-30 as 
Egypt’s A1 Ahli take Group A lead 


Ronaldo scores but Juventus close on Inter Milan 


MILAN (AFP) — Juventus 
slashed Inter Milan's lead in 
the Serie A from four to rw'o 
points on Saturday, as the 
champions beat Lazio 2-1 
aod lO-man Inter drew 1-1 
with Sampdoria. 

Ronaldo gave Inter the lead 
and nearly scored a mugnifi- 
ceot second, but Gigi 
Simoni's side finished the 
day with 27 poinLs from 1 1 
matches, just tw'o clear of 
Marcello Lippi's Juventus on 
25. 

Ronaldo opened the scor- 
ing after nine minutes, dri- 
v'lng die ball home after a. 
neat one-iwo with Argentine 
Diego Simeone. 

After the two he scored for 
fun in Thursday’s exhibition 
match in Marseille before the 
World Cup draw, it the 
ninth in 1 1 league games this 
season for the 21 -year-old 
Brazilian. 

But it was all square on the 
half-hour after former Lazio 
skipper Giuseppe Signori 
celebrated his debut for Sam- 
pdoria by earning a penalty 
fiom new inter defender 
Francesco Colonnese. 

Vincenzo Montella made 


no mistake with the spot-kick 
and 10 minutes later Sime- 
one was given his marching 
orders for a second bookable 
offence. 

Inter were on the ropes and 
within a minute midfielder 
Francesco Moriero bad to 
clear off their line as Samp- 
doria went looking for the 
knock-out blow before the 
break. 

Jurgen Klinsmann replaced 
Signori soon after the break, 
and midway through the sec- 
ond-half the German striker 
missed an absolute sitter, 
heading wide after Momella 
sem over a fine cross. 

Ronaldo won a standing 
ovation from the Genoa 
crowd towards the end for a 
magntficem run. beating 
three men on his way from 
the left to the middle before 
'keeper Fabrizio Ferroh 
denied him a stunning win- 
ner. 

In Turin, two goals from 
.Alessandro Del Piero were 
enough for Juventus against 
a Lazio side who had a man 
sent off. 

Juventus look the lead in 
the 14th minute after Lazio 


goalkeeper Luca 

Marchegiani parried a golden 
opportunity for Filippo Inza- 
ghi — only for Del Piero to 
swoop on the rebound. 

The match was ail level in 
the 25th minute, when 
Juventus defender Moreno 
Torricelli felled Czech mid- 
fielder Pavel Nedved in the 
penalty area and Lazio's 
Dario Marcoiin convened 
the spot-kick. 

But Juventus were back in 
from less than 10 minutes 
later, after Marchegiani was 
judged to have tripped Del 
Piero as the juventus striker 
tried to round the Lazio 
keeper. 

Del Piero look his revenge 
from the penalty spoL bring- 
ing up his seventh goal of the 
season, and minutes later 
Inzaghi bit the post for the 
second time as Juventus 
turned the screw. 

Lazio were down to 10 
men in the 62nd minute, 
when Argentine substitute 
Jos{ ChamoL as the last 
defender, was show the red 
card for stopping goal-bound 
Inzaghi by pulling his shirt. 

But his side were deter- 


mined to go dowm fighting, 
and Del Piero was denied his 
hat-trick first by Nedved, 
who cleared right on the line, 
and then by keeper 
Marchegiani. 

Both matches started on 
tinie after the negotiating 
skills of football federation 
president Luciano Nizzola 
avoided a historic first act of 
industrial action by Italy's 
referees. 

Match officials had been 
planning to start the week- 
end's matches 15 minutes 
late in protest at a recent 
wave of criticism. 

But Nizzola won over their 
represeniaiives at a meeting 
on Friday, promising tougher 
action against any slurs from 
players or club officials, and 
a PR campaign to improve 
referees' public image. 


By Roufan Nab has 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan's A1 
Arabi was defeated by 
Kuwait’s A1 Qadissieh 32- 
30 (17-14) and dropped to 
last place in Group 6 with 
only one point on the 5th 
day of the 2nd Arab Hand- 
ball Champions Cup cur- 
rently under way in 
Amman with ten teams 
taking part. 

Al Arabi's loss upset Jor- 
danian fans whose morale 
was boosted after Jordan's 
Al Salt scored the first Jor- 
danian victory in the tour- 
ney by beating Qatar's 
Qatar Club 26- IS Satur- 
day. 

Ai Arabi have only one 
point from a 35-35 tie with 
Saudi Arabia's Al Ahli who 
currently top Group B. 

'They will next meet third 
placed Egypt's Al Oiympi 
Monday in what is consid- 
ered to be their last chance 
to score a win. 

Al Qadissieh's win 
moved them up to fourth 
and renewed hopes of 
advancing their standing 
when they play (gear's Al 
Rayyan Monday. 

Also Sunday, Egypt's .Al 
Ahli took a clear lead atop 
Group A when • they beat 
UAE's Al Ahli 35-26. 

• Jordan's Al Arabi 30 
Kuwait's Al Qadissieh 
32: Inspired by Al Salt's 
win over Qatar Club. AJ 
.Arabi staned the match fiill 
of confidence with their 
eyes set on advancing to- 
third place. 

AI Arabi faced tough 
resistance from their oppo- 
nents who played a fast 
pace match with accurate 
passing to end the fu^t half 
17-14. 

.Al did-not give 

Al Arabi a chance who lost 


Hagi to quit 
Romanian 
side after 
World Cup 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Romanian skipper and 
playmaker Gheorghe 
Hagi will quit the nation- 
al side after next sumer's 
World Cup in France, his 
agent loan Becali said 
here on Saturday. 

The 32-year-o'ld Hagi, 
nicknamed the 

"Maradona of the 
Carpathians'*, is set to 
announce his “impending 
retirement from the 
national side following 
the World Cup in 
France." Becali said. 

"He will continue playing 
for another year with his 
club Galatasaray (of 
Turkey) before ending his 
career." Becali added. 


Group A 


! DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Semi-lumished first floor or fully furnished. 

• 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 
living, dining, sitting rooms and 3 balconies. 

* Open space 300 sq.m. 

Location: Shmeisani, opposite Darolei. Excellent view. 

For more information, 
please contact owner at 605480 ! 


UNFURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


) Brand new, land area 8(X) sq.m area 570 sq.m. 2floors. deluxe 
finishing, calacata marble. 2flre places, garage, garden. 
Must see to appreciate 


Rociition Al-Jundavveel - 8 Circle 

Please Call Tel-5931244- 5932244 - Mobile - 079-35266 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms. 3 oalhrooms, dining room and^ 
L-shaped sitting room, deluxe furniture, fully equipped 
kitchen, separate central heating. Telephone is 
availaUe. Suitable for diplomatic families. 

PLEASE CONTACT TM. : S530444 - 5510794 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located between 4th & 5th Circles. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen. 2 
verandas, telephone, TV,'vldeo player, wash machine, 
parking and many many extras. 

For more details please call owner at 674286 


^ Oftening 

The Legacy Gallery 

for Art Work is opening its doors to the public 
all day starting Tuesday 9th of December, 1997 
We specialize in unique art collection and custom framing 
using only the highest paper quality and wood products. 
Our framers have been trained by British experts. 


Location ; 

Mirage Building - Sahafa Street 
next to Ad-Oustour Newspaper 
Tel : 694850 
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Monday’s schedule of matches 

Egypt's Al Oiympi vs. Jordan's Al Arabi 3 p. ni. 

Qatar's AJ Rayan vs. Kuwait's AI Qadissieh 5 p.m. 

Qatar's Qatar vs. Lebanon's AI Sadaqah 7 p.m. 


control as their shots 
lacked accuracy. 

Al Arabi. depending on 
Mohammad Abulail and 
Mowafaq Fathallah. 
moved point by point but 
AI Qadissieh were able to 
end the match and upset Al 
Arabi 32-30. 

• Egypt's Al Ahli 35 
UAE's Al Ahli 26 : In Sun- 
day's other match, leaders 
Egypt's Al Ahli crushed 
second placed UAE's Al 
.Ahli in a fierce clash for 
the Group A lead. 

The win gave Eg>'pt*s AI 
Ahli the group lead with S 
points followed by UAE's 
Al .Ahli with four points. 

Egypt's Al Ahli gave one 
of their best performances 
showing that they deserve 
to be ranked sixth in the 
world. 

UAE's Al Ahli tried to 
stop Jawhar Jawhar and 
Sa^r Hussein from pene- 


trating their defence but 
without any success as 
Egypt's Al Ahli ended the 
firet half 19-16. 

In the second half, the 
Egyptian team increased 
the pressure and played 
beautifully dragging help- 
less Ui^'s Al Ahli 
towards a painful loss. 

Egypt’s Al Ahli ended 
the match with 35-26 win. 

Jordan's Al Salt played 
Lebanon's Al Sadaqah in 
Sunday's late Group A 
match. 

In Saturday's late match. 
Egypt's AJ Ahli had easily 
overcome Lebanon's AI 
Sadaqah 44-28 (26-9). 

In a post-match interview 
with the Jordan Tunes, Jor- 
dan Handball Federation 
(JHF) Chairman Sari Ham- 
dun said he was satisfied 
with the Jordanian teams' 
performance so far. 

“Al Salt and Al Arabi are 
facing the best Arab teams 


in the region. Regardless 
of the results, this is a gO(xl 
chance to gain more expe- 
rience," he added. 

Held under the patronage 
of HRH Princess 
Sumayya. the 2nd Arab 
Handball Champions Cup 
kicked off Dec. 3 and con- 
cludes Dec. 13. 

’The ten compering teams 
are playing in two groups ; 

Group A : Egypt's Al 
Ahli. Qatar's Qatar, Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates’ Al Ahli, 
Jordan’s AI Sait and 
Lebanon's Al Sadaqah. 

Group B: Jordan's Ai 
Arabi. Saudi Arabia's Al 
Ahli. Egypt’s Al Oiympi. 
Qatar's AI Rayyan and 
Kuwait's Al Qadissieh. 

The JHF has allocated 
cash rewards for Jordan's 
two teams in the tourney 
— Al Salt and Al Arabi: JD 
2,000 if they fmish third. 
JDl.OOO for fourth place 
and JD500 for fifth place. 



OFFRE D’EMPLOWACANCY 

LE CENTRE CULTUREL ET Effi COOPERATION LINGUISTIQUE D’AMMAN RECHERCHE 
UN(E) SECRETAIRE DE DIRECTION TRIUNGUE (FRANCAIS-ARABE-ANGLAIS) AYANT 
UNE BONNE EXPERIENCE PROFESSIONNELLE DE WORD ET EXCEL POUR WINDOWS 
ET UNE CAPACITE A LA REDACTION £N FRANCAIS. LES CANDIDAT(E)S 
INTERESSE(E)S VOUDRONT BIEN FAIRE PARVENIR LEUR LETTRE DE MOTIVA'nON 
MANUSCRTTE ACCOMRVGNEE DUN CURRICULUM VITAE PAR TELECOPIE AU 
DIRECTEUR DU CENTRE JUSQUAU 15/ 12/97 DELAI DE RIGUEUR. 
TELECOPIE -630 061 
’TELEPHONE: 637 009 






AIR FORCE ONE CONSPIRACY THEORY 



li^ Um ^ ^ 


JORDAN TIMES E - mail 
<jotimes@go.com.jo> 
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12 News 


Iraq battles for Muslims’ 
support at Tehran summit 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iraq is 
fighting a reai^u^ action to 
stave off a new round of con- 
demnation from Muslim 
states over its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, and to gamer sup- 
port for its fi^t to have U.N. 
sanctions lifted. 

Baghdad's call for solidari- 
ty Muslim states gath- 
ered here for next week's 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIQ summit 
has so fir fallen on deaf ears, 
with Kuwait opposing any 
softening of the OIC line. 

The agenda of the Dec. 9- 1 1 
summit makes no reference to 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. referring caily to die 
"consequences of the Iraqi 
aggression against the state of 
Kuwait and die necessity for 
Iraq to implement all the rele- 
vant Security Council resolu- 
tions."' 

A resolution oa Iraq ham- 
mered out 1^ diplomats fi^sm 
all SS OIC countries reflect- 
ing the agenda has been 
rejected by Baghdad, which 
wants the issue discussed 
under the beading; *The situ- 
ation between haq and 
Kuwait" 

The Iraqi diplomat on the 
OIC committee niiich drew 
up the resolution fired an 
angry broadside at the Islamic 
body, saying it had consistent- 
ly neglected the suffering of 
the people since the 
1991 GulfWar. 

‘They [OlCj rimply 
ignored the faa dik Iraq, (hir- 


ing the last seven years has 
complyii)^ with the rul- 
ings of the United Nations 
Council," Sa’adoun 
Zubaidi told tbe Iran News 
(iaily. 

'They foiget tbe inqiact of 
sanctions on Iraq and wliat is 
going on to the childiai of 
haq... What kind of Islamic 
worid is it that allows this to 
happen?" be asked 

OIC foreign ministers are 
due to disoiss die issue 
Sunday, although Iz^ 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Sa'id Sahhaf played down 
talk of a dispute. 

'There is no problem from 
our side, this is a (juestion for 
Kuwait," be told AFP. 

An Arab diplomat involved 
in tbe discussicxis tcM AFP 
that the wording of die resolu- 
tion on Iraq was highly sensi- 
tive because of the pesence 
of Kuwait 

‘There are certainly some 
Arab states who would like to 
see a reference to tire suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people in the 
resolution." die ofificiaL who 
asked to remain anonymous, 
told AFP. 

"However, there are those 
who cannot easfly forget Iraq 
invaded a brodiCT country." 
he added. 

At the previous two OIC 

fflimmrts in TsTatnahaH anrf 

Casablanca, die final declara- 
tion has condemned Iraq over 
the invasion of Kuwait and 
reiterated that it must conq^ly 
with all U.N. iesoluti(Xis. 


Iranian Deputy Fnergn 
Minuter Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, who beaded the com- 
tnittee drafting the resolu- 
tions, stressed the official 
OIC line, atdiou^ he accept- 
ed diat “attention should be 
paid to the suffering of the 
Iraqi people." 

liki ra^ the stakes in its 
simmering relations widi die 
United Nations provoking 
a stand-off with U.N. 
wetfxins inspected last 
month to draw atteation to the 
suffering caused the 
embargo. 

Baghdad took a new direc- 
tion on Friday by stopping tbe 
flow of oil through a pipeline 
to Turkey under the oU-for- 
food accord to protest at the 
inadequacy of the distribution 
of humanitarian aide tO its 
people under the deaL 

There have been wrde- 
^nead appeals in tbe Ar^ 
World for concrete measures 
to help CTdinaiy Iraqis, 
although Kuwait has contin- 
ued to ratchet up the ihetoric 
against its fixmer occupier. 

'*Ali states in foe region are 
still vulnerable to tbe adven- 
tures of this Rghnc, vfoiefa 
constitutes a source of insta- 
bility," Kuwaiti Foreign 
Miitister Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmad Sabah told die UAE 
daily A1 Bayan on Frid^. 

Several d^ earlier Sheikh 
Sabah told London-based A1 
Sharq A1 Awsat oewsptqpen 
“How can people foiget foose 
who killed dieir cbilfoen?' 


Israel launches extradition 


process against U.S. suspect 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
authcrities inid£U^ exuadi- 
tion proceedmgs Sunday 
against a Jewish American 
teenager wanted in tbe United 
States for mui^. officials 
said. 

Justice Minister Tsabi 
Hanegbi forwarded a formal 
request to the Jerusalem dis- 
tria court to exanune and 
respond favourably to the 
U.S. demand for extradition 
of Samuel Sheinbein. 17, a 
ministry spokesman said. No 
date was sa for the court's 
first hearing on the matter. 

Mr. Hanegbi 's petition 
backed a ruling by the attor- 
ney general last month reject- 
ing a claim Ity Sheinbein to 
Ist^ natiot^ty on the 
grounds that his ^er was a 
citiren. Israeli natioials may 
not be extradited. 

The justice minister also 
requested that SheinbetD 


remain in custody until die 
end of die extraditicMi bear- 
ings. 

Sheinbein was arrested by 
Israeli police in Septemh^ 
after fleeing foe Uiuuri States 
where he was accused of mur- 
deiing and dismembering a 
young Hispanic man in a 
Vf^sluiigton suburb. 

Tbe United States sent a for- 
mal extradition request for 
Sheinbein late last mootb 
shortly after Attorney General 
EUakim Rubinstein ruled that 
the youth could not claim 
Israeli citizenship. 

The attorney general said 
Sbeinbem's claim was 
urfonm^ sirice his father left 
Israel as a child before die 
adoption of a 1 952 citizenship 
law and subsequently tried to 
obtrin both U.S. and 
nationality. 

Under the 1952 law, anyone 
bom of Israeli parents auto- 


matically becomes an Israeli 
citizen. 

Sheinbein*s ancaney. former 
Justice Minister David Libai, 
has said he would appeal any 
extraditicHi order to foe fogh 
court Mr. Libai chai^ 

Mr. Rubinstein's ni^ <xi 
Sbeinbem's citizenship was 
p(^ticaUy motivated. 

Israel’s initial iductance to 
extradite Sheinbein sparked 
street protests in tbe U.S., 
iKXaUy among the Hispaiw 
crxnmunity. raised con- 
cerns that a refusal to hand tbe 
susp^ over could fuel anti- 
Semitic feeling. 

U.S. Secr^ary of State 
Madeldne Albri^t inter- 
vened widi die Israeli govem- 
ment to press Shembdn’s 
extradition and foe U.S. 
Coog^ness threatened to with- 
hold financial aid to pressure 
the Israeli government on foe 
issue. 


Israeli woman friend of Rabin 
assassin accuses police of abuse 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A friend 
of Israeli Priirc Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's assassin 
accused police Sunday of forc- 
ing her to confess that she 
kiiew of the planned murder 
but did nothing to prevent iL 
Maigalit Har-ShefL 22. told 
a Tel Aviv court diot police 
prevented her from sleeping 
and interrogated her for 24 
hours strai^t so foe was dis- 
oriented and confused when 
she admitted knowing of Yigal 
Amir's plans to kiU Rainn. . 


They asked me questions 
about the recent events and 1 
couldn't lemember.” Har- 
Sbefi tdd x e poi te is after the 
hearing. 'To^y I remember 
things foat I couldn't remem- 
ber during the investigation." 

Ms. Har-Shefi is accused of 
frdlingto prevent Rabin's Nov. 
4. 19^assassinatioabyAoui; 
a right-wing radical seddng to 
end the govenunent's po^cy 
of granting Palestimans self- 
rule. 

Ms. Har-Shefi's lawyer pre- 


seittBd the court with a video 
showing an argument between 
his client and Avishai Raviv, a 
rig^-wing agent of the Israeli 
Bet secret service who 
also allegedly knew Amir's 
plans. 

Tbe video, seoetly taken by 
SbinBet atoRalnn’s slaying, 
shows Ms. Har-Shefi express- 
ing asto nishment at Amir's 
actioos and shows she never 
believied her friend would 
attack Rabin, the lawyer told 
the court. 


Sudan lashes out at Albright’s Africa tour 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan on Sunday criticised 
an upcoming visit to Africa 
by U.S. Secretap" of State 
Madeleine .Mbright saying 
she would play up U.S. 
spite against Khartoum. 

“During this tour of coun- 
, tries neighbouring Sudan 
she will maintain her spite 


against Sudan," said the 
minister of state in tbe for- 
eign ministry. Mustafa 
Osman Ismail. 

The United States' “open 
hostility Against Sudan has 
in no way diminished," he 
added. 

Ms. Albright on Nov. 4 
announced new measures 


y gaiti«a Sudan, criticising 
its alleged sponsoiship of 
terrorism, poor human 
rights lec^ and harsh 
treatment of southern 
Giristians. 

Sudan's refusal to extra- 
dite suspects in foe attempt- 
ed assassination of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak In 1995 alro led 
Washingfon to toughen 
sanctions against foe ncatb- 
east African nation. 

Tbe new saoctioos ^ the 
freezing of Sudanese a^ts 
in the U.S., the ^ohibitiop 
of U.S. trade with Sudan 
and tbe barring of finan^ 
tzansactioDS — tukl to exist* 
ing measures chat restricted 
U.S. exports and visas to 
Sudanese officials. 

Sudan's Deputy 

Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Aziz Sbibbo sard her visit 
was “part of a U.S.-lsracli 
ploy to destabilise Sudan." 
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ST. PETER'S BASILICA MADE OUT OF CANS: Empty cans cover the 'square' of a replica of SL Peter's Basilica 
constructed from around 10 million used alnminiiun came after its completion Sunday. Volunteers from blood and 
organ donation groups who built foe replica hope to make it into foe Guinness Book of Records. The structure will 
be tom down in January and foe aluminium auctioned off with foe proceeds going to raise money for ad campaigns 
on blood and organ donations (Reuters photo) 


Arms deals, military relations 
part of Israeli-lUrkish agenda 


TEL AVTV (R) — An Israeli 
defence minister visits 
Turkey for the first time on 
Monday, raising military 
ties between tbe two coun- 
uies a notch — along with 
the su^cions of their 
Middle ^t neighbours. 

Yitzhak Mordechai will 
discuss an aims trade that 
could top $1 billion, joint 
manoeuvres and other 
defence projects during 
three days of meetings in 
Ankara and Istanbul. 

The visit builds on a mili- 
tary pad biannual strategy 
meetings and what analysts 
say is tbe sharing of intelU- 
gence on the foes they have 
in common — Syria, Iraq 
and Iran. Thikey’s defence 
minister visited Israel last 
year. 

‘This is foe first time an 
Israeli defence minis ter vis- 
its Turkey and it maiks a 
peak in military relations 
between the two countries 
which have intensffied in 
the last two years," said Mr. 
Mordechai's media adviser, 
Avi Benayahu. 

Israel's 1993 peace deal 
with the Palestinian 
Liberation Oiganisation 
(PLO) i»ved the way for 
closer ties with countries 


Saudi Arabia 
denies link to 
assassination 
bid against 
Yemeni FM 

RIYADH (AFP) — 
Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef Ben Abdel Aziz has 
denied any Saudi link to 
an alleged bid to assassi- 
nate Yemen's foreign min- 
ister and said the two 
countries arc close to seal- 
ing a border accord. 

A Syrian suspect in 
bomb attacks in southern 
Yemen said in court last 
week that he was recruited 
by Saudi iDtelligence to 
assassinate Foreign 
Minister Abdel Karim A1 
Iryani. 

“Tbese allegations are 
completely unfounded 

because the kingdom 
respects the security of 
Yemen and foe stability of 
that country is essential for 
us," Prince Nayef told 
reporters laie Saturday. 

The Saudi interior minis- 
ter also denied a report 
from a source close to tbe 
Yemeni government that 
the last round of negotia- 
tions on demarcation of 
foe border had failed. 

Tbe two sides were 
“close" to an accord and 
“the ball is now in foe 
court of Yemeni President 
All Abdullah Saleh,” he 
said, referring to proposals 
which Saudi Arabia sub- 
mitted in July. 


sympathetic to the 
Palestinians. including 
overwhelmingly Muslim 
Turicey. 

A military accord between 
the two countries in 1996 
allowed Israeli air force 
planes to train in 'Diricey's 
airspace and c^ned the 
door to lucrative arms deals, 
starting with Israeli upgrad- 
ing of l^iritey's two 
squadrons of F-4 fighter 
planes. 

“The main motive [for foe 
military alliance] is foe 
common threat to both 
countries emanating from 
Syria, Iraq and Iran." said 
political scientist Benny 
Miller of Jerusalem's 
Hebrew University. 

He said Israeli planes 
might be using training mis- 
sions over Turkey to gather 
Natal inteliigence on Israel's 
enemies. Israel has fought 
wars with Syria and views 
Iraq and Iran as belligerents. 

For its part. Ankara is 
locked in a range of dis- 
putes over water, territo- 
ry and alleged support for 
anti-Turkish separatist 
rebels — with the three 
neighbouring states. 

Other analysts have sug- 
gested Israel could use 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli intelligence agent who 
nearly spaii^ a war with 
Syria by falsifying reports to 
hk bos^ Nvas one of Israel's 
most resourceful and respect- 
ed spies until discontent Nvifo 
his career turned him into a 
dangerous lioc associates .said 
Sunday. 

braeli authorities identified 
the iDBD as Yehuda Gil, a 63- 
year-old retired officer in the 
Mossad frxeign inieUigence 
service. 

Gil was an e steJ two weeks 
ago and nvUI face trial on 
diatges whkfo could include 
a ggra vat ed fraud foefr and 
transmitting information 
which endangered state SQCuri- 
^officiaks^ 

ATel Aviv court lifted a pub- 
lication ban on Gil's identity 
laie Saturday after news of his 
escapades surfoced in foe 
Israeli press last week. 

Israeli media said GU admit- 
ted passing fabricated mtelli- 
getne rept^ to his superiors 
«4iich discredited Syrian 
President Hafez Arad's 
declared interest in making 
peace. 

Former cdleagucs described 
Gd as an alrnost Iqtendary 
fluent in Ar^ and sever* 
a) European languages and 
jxodigkMS in his ability (o 
leauh field agoits and extract 
infmnatioo from unNvitting 
interiocutms. 

At me pomt in his career Gil 
tai^ a course in foe Mossad 
traimog sdiod on the “Art of 
lying” for ^xes, foey said. 

Tbe son m an Italian army 
officer who grew up in colo- 


Turkey's airspace to launch 
strikes on Iran's missile and 
nuclear programmes which 
Israel has said pose a long- 
term “existenti^ threat." 

The neighbours are wor- 
• ried. 

Egypt, Syria and Iran 
callM on Turkey earlier fois 
year to reconsider the 
alliance and cancel a joint 
naval exercise among 
Israeli, Turiush and 
American troops in the 
Mediterranean Basin. 

Israel said last week foe 
exercise ivould go ahead in 
January after teing post- 
poned at least twice. 

Israeli officials view the 
alliance as a victory by 
Turkey's army over civilian 
leaders critic^ of the mili- 
tary pact, including former 
Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan. 

‘This acceleration [in 
security ties] is mainly a 
result of the Turkish army's 
determination to continue 
this process despite foe 
many hardships created by 
Erbakan's former govern- 
ment" Mr. Benayahu said. 

“The new government 
established in July 1997 
fully supports the ties with 
Israel,” he said 


nial Liltya. Gil joined Mossad 
in 1970 and enhanced his rep- 
utation as a master sp>' by 
developing a agent in 
Damascus, foe coHeaeues 
.s(ud 

But he gradually became 
disenchanted as he was pass^ 
over by younger men for 
senior positions in Mossad 
inieUigence sources were 
quoted us saying in foe IsraeU 
press. 

GQ retired in '1989 and went 
to wOlk for the far-ri ght 
Molodet Party, whkfo is fierce- 
ly opposed to Rhiming occu- 
pied Arab lands, including foe 
Golan Heights seized from 
Syria in 1967. 

Even after his retirement 
however, Gfl continued to 
work part-time for Mossad. 
passing on fictitious reports 
frtxn his former Syrian agent 
while collecting mon^ for the 
spy. 

Suspicions suriaced in 
recent years as Gil's pes- 
simistic reports about Syria 
contRiriicied information 
received from aimy inteiU- 
gence and other sources. 
Mossad Chief Danny Yatom 

i^unebed a probe lost year, 
not^y havi^ Gil tailed to 
I^iris where it was discovered 
foot the secret meetings he 
claimed to be holding noth hi,s 
Syrian spy Nwero a Ife. Channel 
TWo telerision said 

InvesUgmon; found tens of 
thousands of doUara in Gil's 
apanment but SI50.(X)0 in 
funds paid to tivs man by 
Mossad were still missing, the 
media reported 

Gil's lawyer, Yigal Shapira. 


In addition to the $630 
million F-4 contract, Israel 
is bidding to upgrade two F- 
5 squadrons and Turkey's 
M-^ tanks, said Zvi 
Elpeleg, Israel’s ambas- 
sador to Ankara until last 
month. 

‘Turkey can get from 
Israel whatever it needs for 
contending with foe terrorist 
problem on its borders with 
Iran, Iraq and Syria," said 
Mr. Elpeleg, referring to 
Turkey's war against 
Kurdish separatist rebels. 

‘The total potential of 
these contracts may reach a 
billion dollars," he told 
Reuters. Western aims 
soles, by contrast, have been 
hampered by disputes with 
Ank^ over human rights 
abuses. 

Turkish newspapers have 
also reported negotiations to 
jointly manufacture Israeli 
Meikava Maik HI tanks and 
an advanced version of foe 
Israeli Popeye air-to-ground 
missile. 

“Meetings at the defence 
minister's level are aimed at 
creating a good atmosphere, 
creating chemistry. The 
contracts are hammered out 
in lower-level talks.” Mr. 
Benayahu said. 


told Israel Radio Sunday his 
client underwent an “emotion- 
al crisis" when be retired and 
began exaggenaii^ and 
inventing reports ^legcdly 
from his Syrian mole. 

Former Mos.sad agents quot- 
ed in the kraeli press suggest- 
ed Gil acted out of spite due to 
unhappiness with lus treat- 
ment within foe agency or per- 
il^ NV3S seeking to impress 
his former siqieriofs with 
spectacular reports. 

Investigates are also explor- 
ing the possitniity Gil may 
have acted simply fix materiiU 
gain or from on ideological 
desire to undemiinc Syrian 
peace efforts. 

Ameig foe most sakxis of 
GO'S fate reports concerned a 
series of Syrian trex^ rede- 
ployrnents in mid-1996 which 
he clairaed were in preparation 

for a lightning .strike into the 
Golan Heights, intelligence 
sources said. Israeli fatxs 
woe put on itieit and nuUtary 
officials say the two countries 
were on foe brink of war, but 
Defence Minister Y"rtzhak 
Mordechai mistiusted foe 
Mossad infexmation and 
refused aity escalation. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netatyohu, who has resisted 
Syrian demands for a renewal 
of peace talk suspended 18 
nionfos ago. denied that (jil's 
falsified repons had a major 
iinpact on pc^cy makmg. 

‘This » a serious affair but 
foe media Is exaggerating its 
important because this (tid 
not affect our evaluations con- 
cerning Syria," Mr. Netanyahu 
said. ^ 



Giris taxi 
to puiush 

harassment by driver 


TEHRAN (AFP) — TV-q 
{ nmion giris hijacked a taxi 
and left foe (kivo’ half nalsd 
to punish him for harassing 
them, a newspaper iqxuied. 
Leila and Somayeh were trav. 
elling in the cab vfoen the dri- 
wr started using “improper 
\\>ords which made us very 
upset." explained the giris. 
On the spur of the momenL 
-‘we decided to puiush him. I 
pulled out frexn my purse a 
plastic gun I had bought fer 
my brofoer's biifoday. and put 
it to his neck and ordered him 
to stop foe car," Leila said, 
quoted by the newi^iqjer Iraa 
*TTie driver was very ner- 
vous. he stopped the car and 
stepped off. Then we ordered 
him to take off his clothes and 
die poor man did so. Vfe left 
' him half naked in tbe bao^ 
land in the dark and escaped 
with his clofoes and cai;"sbe 
added. 

Cleopatra's cure 
for baldness 
have worked 

LONDON (AFP) - 
Egyptian (^ueen Cnetqam 
invented a remedy for hair 
loss using mice extracts and 
grilled horse teeth amongst 
other ingredients and tbe mix - 1 
ture may weak, the Sunday 
Tunes reported. The formula, 
which also comprised bear 
fat. stag manow and booty, 
was applied to bald beads 
until small hairs began to 
grow and Geopatra rec- 
ommended it to Jub'us Caesai; 
according to a BBC docu- 
mentary to be shoNvn neu 
week. “I would imagine that 
Cleopatra's recipe is just as 
eflective as inany of the {xo^ 
acts foat we have today." said 
DaNdd Fenton, a bo^iial der- 
matologist in London. 

Four-l^ged 
newcomer finds 
fnendsinthe . 

White House 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - If 
the floors at the White House 
boast any interesting vev 
staiiis. don't blame Socks, the 
Ointon fiunily cat. Look w 
further than the CUntons' 
bouncing new chocolate 
Labrador pup. Clinton fHend 
Tony Harrington brought the 
puppy to the White Hou% 
wbm president and poodi 
tqsparently bon^ at pity- 
spokesman Joe Lockhait told 
Tfie Washington Post Tte 
president and first lady dd 
discuss the acquishioA 
Lockhart said. Socks, bowo'- 
cr. was not consulted oa de 
Gintoas' new pet project, the 
Post said. 

Chirac to donate 
statue to museum 
after row over ori^ 

PARIS (AFP) — Presaan 
Jacques Chirac is to donate 3 
)2fo century earthenuaie 
Malian statue given to him as 
a birthday present to a Maliv 
maseum after a row over ^ 
origins, his officials ^ 
Wednesday. Freixfo newsp*- 
pers reported last y^thatl^ 
statue of a ram came from sn 
illegal orchaedogical dig nev 
the Niger river in Mall 
hod been smuggled out of ^ 
country. The Qy.sce Pal*® 
made no mention of foe 
troversy. but said Chirac 1*» . 
telephoned his Malian cou>** j 

terp^ Al pha Qiimar Konaie , 

lore Tues^y to say that lx : 
would donate h to a 

in the Malian capital Bamako- • 

Chirac was given tbe ; 
by his staff for lus 64fo hirfo* j 
day last year. 

Brad Pht blew 
chances of ever 
visiting China 

HOLLYWOOD (.AFPJ 
Being in “Seven Vests 
Tibet" cost Br^ 
chance of ever visiting 
and he says foat's jusl 'JJ' 
with him. Because foe 

Chinese government j 

film as seditious and : 

didr couDny, he ® ; 

ostracised from dMCOunjO ^ 
the Dalai Lama hiflgeo’ 
sufi^iose rm in good 
ny,” Pitt quips. “Who cai^: 
Thoe’s 90 pff cent of foe 
of the world to rish.” 


Agent who misled Israel about 
Syria was one of Mossad ’s stars 



